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Mother’s petition prompts action
By Ella Palmer
FOLLOWING the launch of an Andover
mother’s petition, The Aster Group has
pledged to the Love Andover Observer
to find a suitable home for a local family.
Irene Mcfadden, has been an Aster
Tenant in Andover for nearly 21 years.
This week she turned to social media
to ensure her daughters needs can be
met and that her voice can be heard.
The community responded quickly,
with over 400 signatures in just a matter
of hours and in excess of 1500 signatures
by the time we went to press.
Irene’s daughter Tamzin is 11 years
old and has a rare genetic condition
called Friedreich’s ataxia, it affects her

Tamzin

mobility, speech, coordination, heart
and sight. Tamzin was diagnosed only
three years ago and is now completely
wheelchair dependent and cannot stand
unaided for more than a few seconds.
Irene told Love Andover: Tamzin is
so dependent on me caring for her, we
were moved to our current property
because it met her needs but that was
two and a half years ago, with the plan
of a wet room and through floor lift. This
year, finally everything was agreed and
the builders had competed all the plans
and quotes until Aster had changed their
mind and said that they didn’t want the
changes done to the property and they
told us that they would move us again
to another property that we could have
the work done on and Tamzin is now
left struggling.”
Irene went on to explain that not having the adaptations to their home is
affecting their lives ‘massively’.
“Every day we have to transfer from
the stair lift onto a commode upstairs
as we can’t get her wheelchair up there.
She needs bathing or showered daily
but I have to lift her onto a bath seat as
she can’t get in by herself. Tamzin has
her own physio nurse and occupational
therapist who are amazing and are doing
their best to fight for her. They managed
to get it all agreed but it was taken out
of their hands. Aster have the final say
as it’s their property.
I’m on my own caring for her as my
partner lives in London and we only
see him on weekends. He’s an amazing
support to Tamzin and I when he’s here.
I also have an older daughter who is 20
years old who helps if she can and I have
a seven year old son who it affects a lot
because my time is focused on Tamzin

so much.
All I’m asking for is for Tamzin to have
the equipment she so desperately needs.
Tamzin deteriorates daily, her human
rights are not being met please help her
voice be heard by signing the petition.”
A spokesperson for Aster responded:

“We understand Miss McFadden’s disappointment and we recognise the challenges the family must be facing. We take
the safety of our customers seriously,
and it’s unfortunate that because of
safety concerns we had to withdraw
preliminary approval for the adapta-

tions in their current home. We’re now
working as quickly as we can to find the
family a new single storey home which
already meets their needs or has the
right space so that we can start work
on making the adaptations the family
needs.”

Inspiring launch for new club

THE launch party for a new junior netball club took
place on Monday October 19 and was hailed as a great
success.
Gemini Netball is based at Andover Leisure Centre
and is open to all children in years 3-6.
Speaking after the event, Gemini Netball Coaches
Chrissy Bannerman and Sharon Duffield shared: “Wow,
what an incredible evening! Thank you so much for all

your support this evening. The children were fantastic.
We hope everyone had as much fun as we did.”
Both coaches are qualified and insured netball
coaches and have current DBS checks, safeguarding
and first aid certificates.
You can register your interest at gemininetballclub@
gmail.com. Visit gemininetballclub.co.uk for further
details on this brand new local children’s netball club.

We provide high quality home improvement
products, with no hassle, no pressure.
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Rail Bridge Upgrade is
Awarded Cash Injection
HAMPSHIRE County Council has
agreed a £407,000 contribution towards
Network Rail’s upgrade of Millway
Bridge in Andover which will result
in the bridge being brought up to 40
tonne capacity and negate any need
for weight or restrictions for traffic.
Councillor Rob Humby, Deputy
Leader of Hampshire County Council
and Executive Member for Economy,
Transport and Environment said: “By
negotiating with Network Rail as they
plan their works, we have ensured Millway bridge remains safe and fit for purpose for the traffic it carries. Without a
contribution from Hampshire County
Council, Network Rail will strengthen
the bridge only to their legal obligation of 24 tonnes and this could mean
restrictions will need to be introduced
on the road above. This could involve a
weight restriction, physical road narrowing, traffic lights or a combination
of all the above.”
Councillor Humby approved to spend
£407,000 from the Structural Maintenance budget to enable the bridge to
be brought up to 40 tonne capacity,
contributing to Network Rail’s £2.96
million refurbishment of it.

Copyright: Chris Talbot

Millway Bridge carries the C13 Millway Road over five non-electrified tracks
of the Basingstoke to Salisbury line
(BAE1) and the Ludgershall Branch line
approximately 250 metres southwest of
Andover Station.
Structural assessments by both
Network Rail and Hampshire County
Council have identified that the bridge

is weak and does not reach the 40 tonne
assessment live loading requirement
for highways. Whilst Network Rail have
been undertaking feasibility options for
strengthening the bridge, they have
introduced an enhanced inspection
regime for the bridge and this will
continue until strengthening work is
completed.

New shop for a new time
TEST Valley Thrift store, opens its
doors today, Thursday 22nd October.
Originally set to open Saturday 17th
October the store was forced to delay
until the internet was up and working.
The independent shop is a “new type
of shop for a new time” Chris Osman,
manager and youth worker at #AY told
Love Andover.
Test Valley Thrift is the brainchild
of Andover local Rob Metsjoa. Along
with Chris Osman, Manager and Ethan
Maise, Marketing and Social Media,
the team aim to bring retro fashion at
affordable prices to Andover.
Chris shared: “The current model of

fast fashion is unsustainable and damaging our planet for future generations.
We’ll be sourcing vintage clothing with
the labels and styles you like. At prices
you can afford to wear or customise to
your own style. With a focus on Street
and skate wear, we’ll also be showcasing
local artists and designers, including
fashion, sculpture and art.
The team at TVT are excited, and
looking forward to welcoming our shoppers! A new type of shop for a new time!
Our core values are community spirit,
re-use, repair, recycle. Saying no to fast
fashion and waste.”
The shop is set to open at 2pm on

WE OFFER
FREE QUOTES
We offer residential construction and renovation services
for homes across Andover and the villages.
We are a complete contracting resource
providing exceptional service.
Our company specializes in landscaping,
house renovations, interior design. We are expert in making obsolete homes
and turning them in
into a sophisticated and state of the art designs.

BUILDING INSPIRING SPACES

07808 182 777

www.andoverhomeimprovements.co.uk

Thursday 22nd October at 28a Chantry
Centre. Chris invited: “Pop on down and
meet the team. We’re excited to bring
this to our town, and hope it can be the
start of something amazing. Watch this
space for news of our bid for indoor
Skatepark and youth hub!”
The shop, which is stocked full of
vintage fashion including Adidas, Nike
and Reebok. Garden and home supplies,
contemporary jewellery and indie fashion designers and it will also be stocking
skateboard supplies and double drop
coffee in time too.
Chris concluded: “the team are
excited and looking forward to welcoming new shoppers.”

Call for nominations
to commemorate 40
years in service
ON Friday 9th October, Stagecoach marked
40 years of serving communities and connecting people across the country.
To mark four decades, the bus and coach
operator is appealing to heroes in the communities it serves with its bus, coach and
tram services to be part of the anniversary
celebrations.
Stagecoach is asking its customers and
its communities to nominate their unsung
heroes – it may be somebody who has
played a significant role in supporting the
community during recent months, or who is
an all-round star and helps make the community what it is.
Stagecoach will be seeking nominations
from across each of the areas it operates.
The winner in each area will receive high
street shopping vouchers and will then be
put forward to the final to become the
Stagecoach National Community Hero.
Keith Gait, Customer Services Director for Stagecoach South, said: “In the
past four decades, we’ve helped billions
of passengers get to work, go to school,
college and university, get their shopping,
spend their leisure time, and stay in touch
with family and friends. Anniversaries are a
great time to reflect and look back at what
we’ve achieved. But they also provide an
opportunity to remember all the people
who are important to us. We’re proud of
the incredible role that our people continue
to play in making sure our communities
stay connected with the people and places
they care about the most. And we know
of the incredible work that goes on in the
communities we serve, and have seen some
great examples of people pulling together
to support each other during the difficult
recent months of the pandemic.
In marking 40 years, we want to pay
tribute to our local community heroes and
all of our employees for the valuable role
they have played in making Stagecoach the
company it is today. But it’s also important
that we keep looking to the future. We
are proud to be a trusted part of daily life
in Britain and our services will continue to
be central to the future of our economy,
protecting our environment and keeping
communities connected.”
Community Hero nominations can be
made online https://r1.dotdigital-pages.
com/p/50SA-4WG/40th-anniversary-community-heroes and once all the nominations
have been gathered, you’ll be able to vote
for the winning Community Hero in the
Andover area.

@loveandover

@loveandover
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Travellers moved on from Car Park
A large group of travellers who arrived
at George Yard Car Park this week, were
swiftly removed following a number of
complaints from local residents.
Cllr Phil North shared: “Good news.
The travellers that pitched up at George
Yard car park have now been removed
under threat of arrest from the police. As
soon as they arrived last night and I was
tipped off by local residents, I contacted
senior Test Valley Borough Council officers who were immediately in contact
with the police.

Both the police and Test Valley officers attended the site first thing and told
them they had to leave or they would
be detained. The travellers then swiftly
left the site.
A huge thank you to Hampshire Constabulary for assembling the required
resource to ensure they could carry out
the arrests this morning if the travellers
refused to leave.
I’m delighted that our injunction continues to be successful and that instead
of a lengthy court process that would

usually take several days, we were able to
remove them in a matter of hours. I hope
this will act as yet a further deterrent that
we won’t tolerate unauthorised traveller
encampments in and around Andover.”
Test Valley Police confirmed: “We
attended George Yard Car park Andover after reports of an unauthorised
encampment. We supported officials
from Test Valley Borough Council to
explain the injunction, which prohibits
such encampments. The group then left
without incident.”

Police safety warning after increase in romance fraud
FALL for the person, not the profile is the
message to the public from the police. As
romance fraud rises 26% in a year, people
are being reminded to stay safe online.
Hampshire Constabulary is working
together with all UK police forces and
a range of partners, to tackle romance
fraud this October.
The multi-agency campaign, co-ordinated by the City of London Police (CoLP)
runs throughout October, aiming to raise
awareness of romance fraud and provide
clear and unambiguous protection advice
to the public, following a 26 percent rise
nationally in reports to Action Fraud in
the last year.
Detective Inspector Sue Orr of Hampshire Constabulary’s Economic Crime
Unit, said: “Romance fraud occurs when
you think you’ve met the perfect partner

online but they are using a fake profile
to form a relationship with you. You can
meet them via an online dating website
or app, social media platforms such as
Facebook and Instagram, or gaming
sites.
They gain your trust over a number of
weeks or months and have you believe
you are in a loving and caring relationship. However, the criminal’s end goal is
only ever to get your money or personal
information.”
Between August 2019 and August 2020,
222 reports of romance fraud were made
to Action Fraud by residents of Hampshire.
The total reported loss in the same
time period was £2million, equating to an
average loss per victim of just over £9,000.
While there was a rise in reported

incidents of romance fraud within Hampshire, 33, in July – a 175 percent increase
on the previous month. This indicates
that local residents may have met, and
begun talking to, romance fraudsters
during the national lockdown.
It appears as if residents in the 40 –
59 age bracket were the most at risk of
romance fraud, accounting for 42 percent
of reported incidents in Hampshire during this time period. Residents aged 60-69
were the next age group at risk, while
those aged 70 – 89 seemed to be quite
low risk, only accounting for 13 percent
of all reports.
DI Sue Orr, continued: “We appreciate
that the majority of open communications
via online dating and other platforms are
genuine and shouldn’t arouse suspicion,
it is always worth taking a moment to

stop and think if the person could be
someone that they are not. Think before
parting with any money or information
which could keep you safe.
If in doubt, challenge that person – is
this person really who they say they are?
It’s OK to reject, refuse or ignore any
requests for your financial or personal
details. Only criminals will try to rush
or pressure you into making a decision.”
The top five platforms where victims
reported first interacting with the criminal committing romance fraud were
Facebook, Plenty of Fish, Instagram,
Tinder and Match.com.
If you think you’ve been a victim of
romance fraud or a romance-based scam
contact your bank immediately and report
it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or via
actionfraud.police.uk.

Be on your
guard after
rural burglaries
POLICE are warning landowners and
householders in rural districts to be
vigilant following a number of burglaries
at properties including two in the village
of Overton at Southley Farm Road and
Meon Road.
Country Watch officer PC Lee
Stanbrook said: “We want to reassure
residents that we take these incidents
extremely seriously. We would ask
residents if they see any vehicles or
people acting suspiciously to report it to
us immediately by calling 101 or if you
believe a crime is in progress, always
call 999.
Please also consider crime prevention
advice such as fitting secure locks and
security measures such as alarms, CCTV
and security lighting. For more crime
prevention advice, visit www.hampshire.
police.uk.”
The Overton incidents occurred
between 7am on October 4 and
6.30pm on October 5, when suspects
got into a house in Meon Road and stole
a quantity of cash. The second incident
was between 1am and 1.15am on October 8, when a workshop was broken
into on premises in Southley Farm Road.
Two quad bikes were stolen but later
recovered in woodland in Aldermaston,
Berkshire. Tools were also stolen including a Stihl strimmer, which have not
been recovered.

Man jailed for county lines dealing in Andover
A man who admitted his involvement in County Lines drugs supply in Andover, was sentenced
to four years in prison after he
appeared before Southampton
Crown Court on Wednesday 14
October.
A lexander Derek Thomas
Parsons, aged 24 years and of
A rlington Road in Camden,
pleaded guilty to two counts of
being concerned in the supply of
class A drugs, and two counts of
possession with intent to supply
class A drugs.
Parsons was arrested in July following a warrant as part of a joint

operation into county lines drug
dealing. He was found in possession of a quantity of heroin, MDMA,
and crack cocaine on his arrest.
The investigation showed that
Parsons was holding the drug line
and using it to send marketing
messages to Andover residents,
and would travel from London to
Andover to supply drugs.
Parsons was also sentenced to
three years concurrent for two
counts of being concerned in the
supply of class A, and possession
of a class B drug, in Suffolk.
This investigation formed part of
Operation Monument, Hampshire

Constabulary’s local response to
a joint operation, Op Orochi, led
by the Metropolitan Police, into
county lines dealing.
There is an undeniable link
between drugs and violence and
that is why disrupting the supply
through County Lines is a crucial
part of Police work.
Over the past year the Police
have developed a much deeper
understanding of the drivers
of County Lines and how those
orchestrating it operate. It is an
abhorrent crime which causes
misery for communities across
the entire UK.

Residents and parents
support parking initiative
POLICE have mounted a campaign to keep children safe outside Andover schools. They visited
four Andover Schools in a single
day this month and spoke to over
30 drivers giving warnings and
advice.
A spokesperson shared: “We
know mornings can be hectic and
stressful, but parking restrictions
at schools are there to keep our
children safe and make life better
for local residents. We visited four
Andover schools today and spoke
to over 30 drivers giving warnings
and advice. One fine was issued
to a motorist stopping on zig-zag
entrance markings, one car was

seized for no insurance and a driver
was warned about their abusive
language towards us!
Please park considerately and
legally. We are hoping to conduct
similar operations in the near future

and while we always aim to advise
and educate, we do carry lots of
ticket books!”
Parents and residents took to
social media in support of the initiative. Linda Ship said: “Come
to Floral Way absolutely shocking parking, speeding and going
through a no entry!” To which Test
Valley Cops replied: “We were at
Floral Way this morning. We know
it’s one of the hotspots. Keep an eye
out and you might see us next time.”
Amy Keenan added: “Thank you
for continually doing this. I can only
imagine how frustrating and thankless a job it must be, but it is literally
saving lives.”

We want to
do your
admin
- No recruitment fees
- No office space to find
- No extra equipment
- On demand support

- No PAYE or NI
- No holiday pay
- No sick pay
- No downtime

You have to know when to
delegate down so you can rise up
01264 568430 | www.angelcallhandling.co.uk | sales@angelcallhandling.co.uk
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Impressive locals recognised
during live radio broadcast
ON Local Radio Day on Monday 12th
October, Andover Radio’s David Harber set out to prove how local radio can
react quickly and how it helps reduce
a sense of isolation.
Broadcasting from James’s Place,
Penton Mewsey, a day care centre
that provides entertaining and educationally beneficial services to people
with physical and learning disabilities,
David was also on the lookout to find
the radio station’s‘ Number One Fan
David Weatheritt.
James’s Place owner Danielle Rolfe
explained during the live broadcast:
“We live here, this is our family home,
but we open it up five days a week and
share our home with people with learning and physical disabilities. They come
to us from 9am to 4pm and enjoy the
house, the beautiful space we have and
they enjoy the many activities we put
on which includes holistic educational
opportunities.”
James’s Place came into existence
after Danielle’s husband, Penton Park’s
master brewer Guy, identified the need
for a ‘different type of facility’ for people
with learning difficulties.
Guy’s brother James experiences

David Harber interviews Danielle Rolfe

extreme epilepsy and Guy noticed that
many day care centres, “although capable of looking after people, were simply
not enabling or providing enough “fun,
useful or beneficial interaction with
others.”
With the belief that people with learning disabilities can “achieve a lot more
than many people think they can,” Guy
and his parents opened their own day

care centre at Penton Park.
Danielle added: “Guy noticed that a
lot of day care centres just pop people
into high backed chairs and they sit
facing the wall all day. The Rolfe family
wanted to create a space where people
could do and achieve more, even if that’s
just a small amount.”
At James’s Place, their team of Hester, Mary and many others recognise
the importance of achievement every day. Danielle
continued: “We’re lucky to

H O T E L

Bournemouth Coach Holidays  01202 767 022
4 night breaks
Mon Oct 26th – 30th Oct ......£170

David Weatheritt

Tinsel & Turkey Breaks
Mon 2th Nov – Fri 6th Nov ....... £200
Mon 30th Nov – Fri 4th Dec ..... £210

Mon 7th Dec – Fri 11th Dec ..... £200
Mon 14th Dec – Fri 18th Dec ... £200

Twixmas/New Year
Twixmas Sun 27th – Wed 30 Dec ......£182
New Year 30th Dec – 2nd Jan ......£282

Spring Breaks 2021 now available

www.lagunaholidays.com
 Luxury return coach from local pick up point
 Dinner, bed & breakfast
 Nightly entertainment
 Indoor heated swimming pool
 All rooms en-suite with CTV & tea making facilities

Laguna Hotel, Suffolk Road South, Bournemouth BH2 6AZ

Activities at James’s Place

have a lot of space and we are willing
to share our home.”
Commenting that the atmosphere at
James’s Place is one of a really positive
atmosphere, radio host David Harber
told listeners that regular member
David Weatheritt who has been attending the facility for two years is the perfect ambassador for both James’s Place
and Andover Radio.
“I love it here, I can use computers,
walk the dog and just help out,” David
shared on his Andover Radio debut.
A young man with a need to be in
a secure, comforting and calm environment, he takes pride in his time at
James’s Place and otherwise entertains
himself with listening to Andover Radio.
“Andover Radio lets me know what’s
happening, hear so many views and
hear my friends. I also really enjoy the
music.”
David was awarded the accolade of
Andover Radio’s ‘Number One Fan’ as
part of the visit.
The radio station’s venture out of the
studio was part of Local Radio Day, an
annual event where hundreds of local
radio stations exert special effort to
showcase their commitment to their
own local communities.
Members of Andover Radio and
Somer Valley FM in Somerset are the

organisers of the annual effort which
includes BBC local radio stations across
the UK. Over 130 radio stations participated in this year’s campaign.
Back at Penton Park, Danielle and
Guy have not been sitting still. They
opened their second facility in Hampshire last week. A fully refurbished
barn in Hook welcomed its first regular
members on 13th October.
The rural location of James’s Place
in Hook opened without ceremony but
the intimate facility, which can house 12
members at a time shows that when the
chips are down there are still committed and impressive people like Danielle
and Guy doing everything they can to
help others.
Indeed, the movie poster above their
desk is of the 1956 biographical film
of flying ace Douglas Bader, ‘Reach
For The Sky’. The Rolfe family clearly
believe in this to the benefit of others.
Their new facility in Hook is the second of three planned expansions to
the James’s Place success. They are
planning their third in Winchester, due
to be opened soon.
“Some of the most impressive people,
doing the most impressive things in
this town can be the least recognised”,
shared David Harber. “These chaps and
their outstanding team really deserve
much more recognition. It’s always a
pleasure to visit James’s Place; everyone always has a smile on their faces.”
Danielle responded: “It’s not us,
it’s the team we have up here. We just
provide the stage. One minute the
team is up dancing with everyone, the
next moment they are providing real
emotional support. I can’t praise them
enough.”
Andover Radio’s Craig Hicks concluded: “As part of Local Radio Day, I
am pleased to prove that within minutes
we can immediately mobilise ourselves
in ways that nationally-owned media
companies can neither do, nor want to
do. We love showcasing the great stuff
that happens in our town and make
them feel part of something special.”

@loveandover

@loveandover

Dentist runs for Toby

NEW Street Dentals Cares’ James
Mackenzie has raised over £500 for
Toby Pearce.
The community has shown huge
support over the past few weeks for
Toby Pearce, with local business New
Street Dental Care raising over £500
for a new specialised wheelchair and
accessories.
Dentist James Mackenzie was so
moved by Toby’s story that he wanted
to do his bit in raising much needed
funds that he wanted to do the Clarendon marathon. James said: “Our hearts
became heavy and eyes swelled after
reading about Toby Pearce’s story. His

amazing mother, Gemma, father and
siblings need all the support and help
we can give.”
James completed the 26.2 mile marathon and has raised £595 in the process
towards the new wheelchair for Toby.
As reported in the last edition of the
Love Andover Observer, Toby’s mother
Gemma Pearce announced that they
had hit the target to purchase Toby’s
new wheelchair which has a £15,000
price tag.
The community and the local businesses really came together to show
enormous support for Toby and it really
shows the Love in Andover.

Walking the walk
for Andover Trees
MEMBER of Youth Parliament for
North West Hampshire, Dmitrijs Meiksans, will walk 175km over a fortnight
to fundraise for Andover Trees United’s aspirations to build a sustainable
field-study base and volunteer room.
Over the fortnight commencing 2nd
November, Dmitrijs will walk, each
Monday to Friday, until the 15th November, from his school to the Andover
Trees United site behind the East Anton
Sports Ground, where he will do ten
laps of a circular route and then walk
home - totalling 13.8 kilometres per
route. On Saturday and Sundays, he will
walk from his home to the site, where
he will do five laps of a circular route
before heading home; totalling 9.4 kilometers per route. Overall, he will walk
an outstanding 175 kilometers, all whilst
live-streaming on his Instagram page,
everyday to document this momentous
fundraising event.
Dmitrijs shared: “To say this is a
challenge is an understatement. This is
definitely the trickiest fundraiser that I
have yet to complete but I cannot wait to
see how much money we can fundraise
for the brand new cabin at the Andover
Trees United site.”

Feed a stranger and
spread the love

♥

By Ella Palmer
SISTERS, Emma Smith and Danni
Targett who manage the day to
day running of the Café Bridge,
have launched the Pay it forward
scheme to provide meals and
drinks for complete strangers all
in the name of love.
The idea of the pay it forward
scheme is that you can pay in
advance for someone’s else’s meal or
hot drink for those who may be down
on their luck, lost their purse, out of
work, or homeless. They can have
access to a meal and a drink and
some comfort for a while. Anyone
can come along to the Café Bridge
located on Bridge street in Andover
and purchase an extra item off the
menu to allow others to redeem it
later, the beautiful gift of kindness.
Dani told Love Andover: “We
have been overwhelmed at the
response we have had and people’s generosity, just on day one
on Monday 12th October, we had
over £50 worth of donations and we
are hoping for it to grow.”
Emma hopes other businesses
follow suit and get involved with
the scheme too to spread the love.
Emma explained that they often
see a lot of homeless people come
into the Café seeking a safe space,
warmth and a chat. Being able to
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Dmitrijs
volunteering
for Andover
Trees United
Photo credit:
Terri Forbes

It has been part of the charity’s vision
for the wood from the outset to build an
off-grid, sustainable, field-study base
and volunteer room, one that is sensitive
to its surroundings and sits well in the
landscape. The charity currently has a
portable cabin and shipping container
that they utilise during volunteer work
days and their highly anticipated Planting Fortnight in November however
they would like to build this cabin to
further the work they do and create
more opportunities for the charity and
its beneficiaries.
“The charity already sees 1,000 young
people and their families visit the site

every single year to plant a tree and
contribute to building up the woodland
site we have even further,” he continued,
“This cabin will make the work we do
even easier and hassle free, with plans
to build a volunteer base, storage area
for our equipment and a field-study base.
The charity means a lot to me, having
first volunteered during a school tree
planting session five years ago, I have
seen this charity go from strength to
strength.”
This is also an amazing opportunity to
promote local businesses. Throughout
the fortnight, we will have numerous
businesses from in and around Andover
that will provide prizes for a prize draw
which anyone watching the live stream
can enter.”
The fundraiser will be documented
on Dmitrijs’ Instagram page @DMeiksans_MYP as he will live-stream his
walk every day.
Wendy Davis, Project Leader at
Andover Trees United, added:“We are
thrilled that Dmitrijs has decided to take
this challenge and raise much-needed
funds for the building. He truly is an
inspiration and we all wish him the
best of luck!”

Over 100 Years of Army Aviation
Helicopters in Action AV Show
Army Flying Memorial

Café
Airfield Views

Holiday Activities
provide a hot meal for a diabetic
man this week was really lovely.
The gentleman is homeless and this
small act of kindness could have
stopped something more sinister
happening.
The sisters are often helping others, providing as much support as
possible to those who have found
themselves in a less fortunate position. Whilst Love Andover visited
for a much needed coffee, Emma
was arranging support for another
homeless person in Andover who
needed a vet to look over their dog.
“Everyone needs a little support,
especially at the moment as things
are really tough and people are

being furloughed. The scheme is
so we can spread the love and help
a stranger out at a time when they
may be struggling and help to put a
smile back on their face. Lots of the
community also want to reach out
and help others so we are hoping
this small act of kindness takes off
and a lot of businesses in Andover
join in and make someone’s day.
Danni wrote on their Facebook
page: “Thank you to everyone that
has contributed so far. As you can
see, our counter has flourished in
love and support. If you would like
to participate either as a donor or
a recipient, our opening times are
from Monday to Friday, 9.30-2pm.”

Children’s Trails
Interactives

armyflying.com 01264 781086
Middle Wallop, Stockbridge, Hampshire, SO20 8FB
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Beneath the surface sets two
new world records
ONE of Andover’s famous faces Jordan
Wylie, star of Channel 4’s Hunted and
Celebrity Hunted has helped to set two
new official world records.
Jordan who is the U.K. national
ambassador for the Army Cadets ran a
marathon in the deepest polyhalite mine

in the world, which was 1000 metres
below the surface at ICL Boulby in North
Yorkshire.
The project which was called Beneath
The Surface saw two new Guinness
world records set. It was put together
to raise awareness of mental health,

to illustrate that others do not know
what’s going on inside someone’s head
- beneath the surface.
One record was achieved for the
deepest ever underground marathon
in history and the second for the largest mental health awareness session
delivered online. Beneath the Surface
saw over 1500 cadets take part whilst
Jordan and his team were underground
raising awareness and funds for three
charities: Young Minds; SSAFA and
Frontline Children.
The team which included fellow
national ambassador Sally Orange and
miners from ICL Boulby ran in helmets,
head torches, safety goggles and face
masks in complete darkness for 42.2
Kilometres. They raised nearly £4000
in 24 hours and what is perhaps even
more impressive is Jordan who is currently in the middle of paddleboarding
around Great Britain. He had been at
sea for 76 days before stepping off his
paddleboard to raise awareness on
mental health day and had done no
training at all.
Jordan is now back in the Irish Sea
and will continue paddling towards
Scotland and hopes to finish his current

world record expedition by February
2021.
We were able to catch up with Jordan and he shared: “This was one of
the toughest things I have ever done
physically, my body was not prepared
for this as I have been standing on a
paddleboard for nearly three months.
To be honest, if it wasn’t for it being
such an important cause there is no
way I would have run without doing any
marathon training at
all but I had a duty to
do so and I was part of

SPOOKY SEASON IS HERE
Good quality Halloween costumes and accessories
for everyone at competitive prices
Monday to Friday: 9am - 5:30pm
Saturday: 9am - 4:30pm
1A and 1B Union Street,
01264 359988
Andover, Hampshire, SP10 1PA

a team that worked incredibly hard on
delivering this project, so I had to run.
It was an incredible yet brutal experience and I would like to dedicate my
part of the run and my contribution to
the world records to 13 year old Chantelle Jones, a young aspiring cadet who
tragically took her life two weeks ago as
a result of online bullying at school. It
breaks my heart and I am determined
to do more to fight for change on this
subject, my condolences and thoughts
are with Chantelle’s family at this terribly tough time.”

@loveandover

@loveandover
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FA support adoption campaign
with regional sponsorship deal
AS previously highlighted in the
Love Andover Observer, Adopt South
launched a campaign this month
to find forever families for children
across Hampshire, where there are
currently 39 children who need a loving home.
This week the campaign received a
welcome boost. In a bid to reach a wider
family audience, bust some of the myths
around adoption and, at the same time,
support children and young people at
grassroots football level, Adopt South
has also agreed a two-year sponsorship
arrangement with Hampshire Football
Association (FA).
Head of Adopt South Rachel Reynolds
explained: “Football, particularly at
local and grass roots level, attracts a
wide range of people of all ages, interests and abilities. In turn, sport gives
children and young people a sense of
belonging, friendship, the skills to work
as a team and, most of all, confidence.
It also opens up opportunities for those
who are thinking of adopting but have no
experience of children or childcare, to
interact with young people and understand them through voluntary youth
football coaching, since the role of a
youth coach involves being a teacher,
mentor, counsellor and a friend.
An adopter who can speak from expe-

SALE

NOW ON

Head of Adopt South Rachel Reynolds with
Hampshire FA Chief Executive Officer Neil Cassar

rience about the benefits of grassroots
football in Hampshire, is Jason Smyth.
He shared: “Our two boys enjoy the
exercise with their peers and the skills

they learn happily in a safe environment
with very good coaches and us nearby
if needed. As both boys are quite different, they benefit in different ways. The

12 year old loves socialising with the
other players who are of varying ages
and it’s also a positive for him as he
moved to a school quite a distance from
home so it’s been a great opportunity
to get to know children of a similar age.
The younger of the two will quite often
drift in and out the sessions and it is
good that he feels at ease to be able to
do that. One of the best things is that
they have been able to form friendships
while enjoying sport at the same time.”
Hampshire FA’s Chief Executive
Officer, Neil Cassar concluded: “We are
delighted to continue our commercial
partnership and positive working relationship with Adopt South. Adopt South
provides adoption support services
across the region and beyond, and we
feel that football is well placed to promote their services to our membership
and fits extremely well with the team
ethos of our national game. We are
pleased to have their support and we
look forward to developing this partnership hopefully long into the future.”
Visit adoptsouth.org.uk to find out
more or book a call with one of the team
or an adopter for an informal chat, if
you believe you have a forever home to
offer to a child, please do think about
getting in touch with Adopt South, you
could change a life forever.

Consultation
open on special
educational needs
funding (SEN)
ON Monday 12 October, an eight-week
consultation opened on ‘Hampshire
County Council’s proposed Special Educational Needs (SEN) banding framework
for children and young people who
have Education, Health and Care plans
(EHCPs) in mainstream schools’.
Councillor Roz Chadd, the County
Council’s Executive Member for Education and Skills, said: “I’d like to make it
absolutely clear from the outset that the
proposal aims to improve provision for
children with an EHCP. It is not intended,
or expected, to lead to a reduction in the
budget used to fund support identified in
Education, Health and Care plans, to be
delivered in mainstream schools, or to
generate savings for the County Council.
We would like to find out what people
think about the introduction of a banding
framework for schools which allows
funding to be tailored to the type and
severity of need that a child has. It could
help to ensure the right support is put in
place, by schools, for children and young
people with SEN, as identified through
their EHC assessment and set out in their
EHCP.”
People have until 23.59 hours on
Monday 6 December 2020 to submit
their responses to the consultation.
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Test and Trace
Scheme offers
monetary support
ELIGIBLE residents are now able to
apply for a one-off £500 payment as
the council opens applications for the
Test and Trace Support Scheme.
Following the Prime Minister’s
announcement on Sunday 20 September, Test Valley Borough Council Council has received further guidance and is
now able to issue payments under the
scheme.
Providing those with low incomes
and an inability to work from home
with financial support, the scheme
is open to residents who have been
contacted by the Test and Trace service
and asked to self-isolate because they
have either: tested positive for COVID19 or recently been in close contact
with someone who has tested positive.
The introduction of the Test and
Trace Support scheme was announced
alongside the law requiring those
instructed to self-isolate by the NHS
Test and Trace service to do so to help
prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Those who started to self-isolate
from 28 September onwards will be
eligible to receive a backdated payment,
subject to completing an application
form for the scheme.
For more information on the scheme
or to apply for a payment, visit: https://
www.testvalley.gov.uk/benefitsandcounciltax/test-trace-support-paymentcovid-19
The Council will also be able to
make a discretionary £500 lump sum
payment in exceptional circumstances
to an individual who meets the main
qualifying criteria for the Test and Trace
Support Payment. If for example, they
are a low-income worker who is unable
to work because they are self-isolating
but not in receipt of qualifying benefits
and could suffer financial hardship as a
result of not being able to work.
The scheme will last until 31 January
2021.
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Diggers begin Town Mills
transformation
HOLD onto your hard hats as the work
to deliver the picturesque Town Mills
riverside park has picked up speed,
with phase two of the project to create the striking new space set now
underway.
The scheme, led by Hampshire
County Council in association with Test
Valley Borough Council and Andover
Vision, has already seen work completed to close off vehicle access from
Bridge Street into Town Mill Road.
Contractors have also created a new
access route from Western Avenue to
the existing car park and businesses.
And now work has begun in earnest to
create the new park itself, with luscious
new landscaping, brand new walkways and surfacing, and eye-catching
features to really showcase the river,
making it the perfect spot for people to
relax, play, picnic and enjoy.
The scheme marks the first step
towards the total transformation and
redevelopment of the town centre
after the council approved the new
masterplan for Andover at the end of
September.
Leader of Test Valley Borough
Council, Councillor Phil North, said:
“I would like to say a massive thank

you to Hampshire County Council for
all their hard work on this project. It’s
exciting to see the Town Mills riverside
park development progressing to the
next phase and I am really looking forward to watching the area take shape
over the coming months. Making the
most of the town’s green space, and
in particular the river, is one of our
key aspirations for Andover and this
project very much marks the first step

towards redeveloping the wider town
centre, following the adoption of the
masterplan last month.
We are working closely with Hampshire County Council to ensure a
smooth opening of the new access road
from Western Avenue later this month
and will keep residents and businesses
updated on progress.
This is great news for the town and
having spent many an hour watch-

ing the ducks by the river as a child, it
will be brilliant to see this area transformed.”
Hampshire County Council has
appointed Skanska to carry out the
work and has said that it will make
every effort to minimise disruption for
residents and businesses.
It is hoped that the work to create the
new riverside park will be completed
in spring 2021.

Family mark first anniversary of daughter’s passing
OCTOBER 17 marked a year since
Ila Scheckter, daughter of Formula
One former champion Jody and his
wife Clare, died at the family home
at Laverstoke Park Farm.
The Scheckter family has collaborated with Young Epilepsy to mark
the first anniversary of her death by
selling T-shirts to help raise awareness and funds.
Twenty-one-year-old Ila had hopes
of becoming an ambassador for the
charity herself after experiencing
seizures which caused her anxiety.
Posting on social media, the
Scheckter family shared: “Our lives
will never be the same with the loss
of Ila’s huge capacity for love, her
laughter, compassion, empathy, total
wackiness, smile, huge hugs and so

much more.
Please remember all your wonderful times with Ila – when she made you
laugh, when she supported you when
life was tough, when she gave you
hugs, sent you rude and inappropriate
texts, danced madly, sang loudly and
badly, hit you with her megawatt smile
and how she enriched your life. Illa
would want to be remembered for the
love and friendship she shared with
you, not the sadness of her passing.”
Ila died two years after being diagnosed with a brain tumour and was
battling with addiction after developing epilepsy following major brain
surgery.
More information on the T-shirts
can be found on Instagram @rememberingila.

Credit: Scheckter Family Photo

Online Learning Heralds a New Era for School Collaboration
GREEN shoots are emerging from the
opportunities presented by educational
online learning platforms.
The Westgate School is supporting
Test Valley School as it embarks on an
exciting new era, and online learning
is key to this journey.
Where previously school to school
support and opportunities for pupil
leadership beyond the school gates
were hampered by logistics, the use
of digital technology is opening doors
to facilitate the professional development of teachers through collaborative working. Test Valley school’s new
development plan is driven by the vision
that teachers are learners too, and it is
this partnership between professionals
that generates the best outcomes for

pupils through curriculum design and
developing strategies for even better
teaching and learning.
Partnership is key to a school’s success, and the Pupil Leadership Team
at The Westgate School plays an active
role in shaping the curriculum, raising
awareness and understanding about
equalities, diversity and the environment in addition to contributing to
school policies. Collaboration with pupils
from Test Valley School using online
platforms will provide pupils with rich
opportunities to extend their thinking and develop their skills for future
employment. The team are particularly
excited by the opportunity to extend the
debating club across both schools - and
there is much to debate at the moment!
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Youth Options
CEO To Retire
MARK Dixon MBE, the current Chief

Executive of Hampshire based charity
Youth Options will be stepping down
from the organisation in late 2021 after
31 years working for the charity.
Mark has been at the heart of the
organisation for many years. He has been
an outstanding leader and helped the
charity to navigate some difficult times –
no more so than the last few months.
Never has it been more important to
deliver against Youth Options vision that
every child and young person should
have the opportunity to realise their
potential whatever their life circumstances.
The Board of Trustees has started the
recruitment process and plan to have a
successor in place for the new financial
year, enabling a period of handover from
Mark to the new CEO.
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Trio of Local Heroes
Receive Royal Honours
SEVERAL local people have been recognised in Her Majesty The Queen’s
Birthday Honours List for their service
to the community.
Today we celebrate three of those
individuals: William McLeod; Dorothy
Baverstock and Police Sergeant Deborah Ashthorpe.
Andover’s, William Macleod, known
as Billy, Founder and Chief Operations
Officer of Veterans in Action has been
awarded the MBE for charitable services to Veterans during Covid-19.
Speaking to the Love Andover
Observer, Billy shared: “I am unbelievably honoured to be recognised
in the Queen’s Honours List for the
work carried out by Veterans In Action
and the veterans we help that gave
so much during the COVID 19 crisis.
From humble beginnings in Glasgow
to receiving this fantastic honour is
truly unbelievable and shows that the
time and effort put in by everyone at
VIA has been recognised. I would also
like to thank the people of Andover for
their tremendous support by donating
mountains of food that the veterans help

Dorothy Baverstock
deliver, they really made a difference.”
During the pandemic, the Veterans In
Action (VIA) charity has been delivering food parcels to those in need, with
vehicles normally used for expeditions
around the world.
The vehicles were set to be used to
help improve veterans’ mental health
but now they are at the heart of Andover’s response to the coronavirus crisis and are being used to help deliver
essential goods to those who are most

GLAZING
SERVICES

GLASS & GLAZING REPAIRS
Over 40 years of experience in the window trade

“Putty glazing expert”
Misted Units
Broken Glass Replacement

Call Chris on

07956 361149
facebook.com/cpbglazingservices

Door Locks
Hinges
Letterboxes
Handles

vulnerable.
The VIA group are part of a team
with a local pub in Andover which was
turned into a food bank.
Billy joined the Royal Engineers Junior Leaders Regiment as the youngest
recruit at the age of 16 and 5 days in
June 1977 and trained as a Combat
Engineer, Amphibious Engineer and a
Bricklayer and served on many tours
around the world as well as on operations.He received an injury that through
time got gradually worse and hampered
his career.
For Veterans In Action Billy has led
many long distance walks across Britain
totalling a distance of 13,500 miles with
over 500 veterans taking part who have
had a diagnosis of PTSD. After a total
of 14 operations on his legs and 3 on
his arms, he is the planner behind the
VIA events and although he still takes
part on the expeditions, he is limited
in what he can do physically.
For VIA, he also oversaw a Project to
build expedition vehicles with veterans
doing all the work, these vehicles were
used to undertake three overland expe-

ditions across Europe. He has developed
VIA’s ALIVE Programme, the unique
three step process that is the basis of
what VIA use to help veterans discover
a sense of achievement and aiding them
to rebuild their confidence, self-esteem
and self-belief.
For her years of dedicated service to
the communities across the Test Valley,
Unity’s Chair, Dorothy Baverstock, has
been granted a British Empire Medal
(BEM) for ‘meritorious civil service
worthy of recognition by the Crown’.
Dorothy has been a community activist for many years and has been instrumental in helping to set up a number of
the groups that are still thriving today
including Age Concern, Romsey U3A
and Unity (previously known as Test
Valley Community Services). She is
passionate about helping people and
has been involved directly in a number
of charities including Citizens Advice
and SMILE.
Terry Bishop, Unity Chief Executive
said: “The staff and volunteers are absolutely thrilled Dorothy Baverstock has
received this very special honour. She is

Poppy Appeal Underway
THE 2020 Poppy Appeal has
launched in Hampshire and this
year The Royal British Legion
is asking everyone to back the
Appeal in a new way.
Sarah Ferris, Community Fundraiser said: “Like so many things
this year, the Appeal has to adapt
and we are asking the public to support us like never before, because
every poppy counts. Whilst the
pandemic has impacted the ways in
which we deliver the Poppy Appeal
in Hampshire, our community of
staff, volunteers, partners and suppliers have been working together
to ensure that the 2020 Poppy
Appeal is able to go ahead and we
can all take part in Remembrance
activity.
People may have to do something different to support the Poppy
Appeal this year, including taking
part in remote activity like ordering
poppies through the post for your
neighbours and local community,
printing a poppy and displaying it
in your window, or undertaking a
virtual Poppy Run, but every poppy
counts so we are asking people to
please support in any way you can.”
Locally, Dave Stanbridge at Tip
Top balloons and Thornton’s and
Ben Tuffin at Love Andover are
asking businesses to consider selling poppies for Remembrance Day.
If you are interested in supporting
this cause, please contact Dave
on dave@tiptopballoons.co.uk or
Ben on ben@loveandover.com.
Fundraising ideas for this year’s
Appeal can be found at www.rbl.
org.uk/poppyappeal

@loveandover
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Billy Macleod
a powerhouse of energy and enthusiasm
and without her, Unity would not be the
charity it is today.”
Police Sergeant Deborah Ashthorpe
has been awarded a Queen’s Police
Medal (QPM) for her commitment to
providing innovative and excellent services to victims of domestic abuse in
Hampshire.
Deborah has also been instrumental
in launching Conditional Cautioning
and Relationship Abuse (CARA) champions, an innovative evidence based
programme to statistically change perpetrator behaviour, reducing risk and
repeat offending. She worked closely
with the Crown Prosecution Service and
domestic abuse charities and academics to evaluate the CARA programme
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Debbie Ashthorpe
which has gone on to inform public
policy change in this area.
As well as raising investigative standards in domestic abuse incidents, Deborah’s knowledge and experience helped
play a key role in rolling out training to
operational teams within Hampshire
Constabulary. She has also worked
with a domestic abuse charity, Aurora
New Dawn, to introduce Domestic Violence Advocate Cars – where police and
experts jointly respond to domestic
abuse calls in order to give a holistic
victim response.
Deborah leads on Continual Professional Development for domestic
abuse champions within Hampshire
Constabulary – having trained 450 staff
in this role. The focus is consistently

on protecting victims, reducing vulnerability, upskilling colleagues and
partners to emphasise the importance
of supporting victims of domestic abuse.
As a result of this work, Deborah also
developed and led the national domestic
abuse Champions network, setting the
groundwork for real culture change
across UK police forces in relation to
domestic abuse.
PS Ashthorpe, 51, who joined Hampshire Constabulary in 1992, said: “I am
surprised, pleased and proud all at
the same time to receive the Queen’s
Policing Medal. I am just as passionate
and motivated as I was 20 years ago
in providing the best service possible
and support to those who have been a
victim of domestic abuse. This moment
reflects, and is a tribute, to the fantastic
work of all the individuals that I work
with on a daily basis in order to better
support those affected by domestic
abuse.”
Congratulating PS Ashthorpe, Hampshire Constabulary Chief Constable
Olivia Pinkney said: “I am absolutely
delighted to see PS Debbie Ashthorpe
recognised in this way. She has worked
tirelessly to play a pivotal role in both
the roll-out of domestic abuse champions both nationally and within Hampshire Constabulary. Deborah’s desire
to ignite people’s passion for improving
the delivery of domestic abuse services
is very admirable. A truly wonderful
ambassador for victims and the organisation through which that service is
delivered. I am sure our colleagues,
partners and the public will join me in
congratulating Debbie on her richlydeserved QPM.”

800th Callout for Search and Rescue

HAMPSHIRE Search and Rescue
(HANTSAR) recently responded to
an overnight call from Hampshire
Constabulary to look for a missing
person, who was located safe and
well after several hours’ searching.
This was the 800th Callout for the
all-volunteer charity, to search for
vulnerable and at-risk missing people
on behalf of the police, since its formation in 2003. HANTSAR were assisted
by Hampshire Search and Rescue
Dogs (HSARD) and, by coincidence,
this was their 100th search in 2020.

A spokesperson explained: “The
800th Callout is not a cause for celebration nor a reason to glorify what we do.
Far from it, but it is a time for reflection. We think of those we have tried
to help over the years, their families
and the commitment of our trained
volunteers past and present. More
recently, we have taken additional
steps to protect ourselves but have
still responded to every request for
assistance. We will continue to do so
on behalf of the police and our local
communities.”
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Council cracks on with climate plan
TEST Valley Borough Council has
slashed its paper consumption, is driving down its energy use and is continuing to increase its fleet of electric vehicles in a bid to become carbon-neutral.
The authority declared a climate emergency in September 2019 and since then
it has been pushing forward plans to
dramatically cut its carbon emissions.
Members of various political parties
came together to help produce a Climate Emergency Action Plan, which was
approved by the council in June 2020.
The authority’s overview and scrutiny
committee (OSCOM) will receive an
update on progress every six months.
Figures included in an OSCOM update
in September 2020 showed that between
October 2019 and July 2020 the council
reduced the number of pages printed by
around 100,000, halving the number of
trees consumed and hammering down

costs by more than half a million pounds.
The authority has also ordered three
refuse collection vehicles with electrically operated bin lifts, which are each
expected to save around 2,000kg of carbon
dioxide per year.
In addition, it is reviewing the potential
for renewable and low carbon energy
sources in the borough to help inform
future planning policies. The council
has also now switched to an electricity
tariff that uses renewable energy, meaning that it will use electricity generated
from non-fossil fuel sources.
The update also considered the impact
of Covid restrictions on the council’s
progress against the action plan, observing that the pandemic has meant that
quicker progress has been made on certain aspects, including the use of video
conferencing and live streaming council
meetings to the public.

The lockdown also highlighted the
importance of providing good quality
open spaces to support people’s physical and mental wellbeing. The council
is continuing to work on improving the
biodiversity across the borough and has
also recently launched a Green Spaces
Strategy consultation to hear from residents on how best the environment can
be protected and enhanced between
now and 2030.
Environmental Portfolio Holder, Councillor Alison Johnston, said: “We were
already driving forward our climate
emergency plans when coronavirus hit.
Covid-19 has, understandably, taken the
lion’s share of the news coverage over the
past few months. But the climate emergency is still very much at the forefront
of our minds and green recovery will
continue to be at the core of our response
to the pandemic. Indeed, the impact of
lockdown has accelerated a move towards
more energy efficient ways of working.
We remain keen to explore all options
to help reduce our carbon footprint, with
a view to achieving carbon neutrality as
quickly as possible and certainly before
the government target of 2050.
Some of the changes we implement
will have a relatively small impact but
this is about seeking to reduce our CO2
emissions wherever we are able to do so.”
Residents and businesses continue to
play their part, with an ever-increasing
number of council tax bills and business
rate bills now issued electronically. The
council continues to encourage residents
to sign up to its e-billing service to help
reduce the amount of paper that is used.

01264 883100 www.loveandover.com

A Big Thank
You from #AY
Youth Workers
By Ella Palmer
THANK you, Thank you, Thank you
- is the message from #AY youth
workers.
#AY (Andover Youth, detached
project) launched in September this
year. The project is funded by the
National Lottery, Hampshire VRU
and OPCC until March 2021.
Young people are resilient. They
can make sensible and situationally
appropriate choices and they are also
tech savvy so can connect socially
with their friends and peers. That
being said, according to research
by the Office for National Statistics
ONS, people aged 16-24 were more
than twice as likely (50.8%) to have
experienced ‘lockdown loneliness’
as those aged 55-69 (24.1%).
Detached youth work can be a way
to keep young people connected with

support services, it’s a model of working with young people in ‘their territory’ or space whether that be on
the streets, open spaces and parks,
shopping centres, estates. It’s based
on building trusting relationships
with young people.
Ella Palmer, who has been working
with young people for over 10 years,
shared: “I’ve often worked with young
people who have chaotic and complex
lifestyles and therefore I’ve been
focused on street based activities
as often young people are struggling
with ASB, gangs, homelessness, substance abuse, poor mental health,
poor sexual health choices. Working
on detached allows you to witness
young people’s lives in spaces that
may not normally be seen, it breaks
down the barriers and allows you
to work on a level playing field with
young people. It’s a breath of fresh air
to bring youth work back to the streets

FOR RELIABLE AND
HIGH QUALITY
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Alert app launched
to deter criminals

of Andover. We are very privileged to
be working with some amazing youth
workers, one of which travels down
from London each week.”
Abi Facey, Chief operations manager, YBRP added: “Yellow Brick Road
Projects are happy to be working in
partnership with Love Andover to
deliver Andover Youth. Young people
have told us that the pandemic has left
them feeling forgotten and that they
are uncertain about what services
they can access and how.
Our hope is that by working with
young people in the spaces that they
choose to spend their time, #AY will
make connections, provide support
and create opportunities for young
people and with the other organisa-

tions who are working with them in
Andover.
Vince Parkes (DipCouns), an experienced and trained mentor concluded:
“Young people seize the opportunity
to get support with all aspects of teenage life.”
The #AY team would like to say a
huge thank you to Stich-A-Logo who
have kitted the team out by creating
and donating logo’d t-shirts, hoodies and jackets which are very much
appreciated by the youth workers who
have been stepping out on some very
wet Wednesday evenings.
“We have been successful in gaining
funding from the Hampshire VRU
for an additional evening of detached
which will take place on a Monday.

Being able to offer support to young
people in this time of uncertainty is
even more important.
#AY goal is to improve the outcomes
of youth lives in the short term as well
as the long term by focusing on their
individual well-being and their social
interactions in the community in which
they reside. This includes working
to improve the youth’s self-esteem,
self-awareness, and empowerment.
Building individual confidence in the
youth helps the youth in the future
because they will then be more independent, less inclined to engage in
high risk behaviour, and have better
overall health.”
The team will be out Monday 6.30pm8.30pm and Wednesday 6.30-8.30pm.

Bowled over by kindness
TEST Valley Borough Council has
slashed its paper consumption, is
driving down its energy use and is
continuing to increase its fleet of
electric vehicles in a bid to become
carbon-neutral.
The authority declared a climate
emergency in September 2019 and
since then it has been pushing forward plans to dramatically cut its
carbon emissions.
Members of various political parties came together to help produce
a Climate Emergency Action Plan,
which was approved by the council in June 2020. The authority’s
overview and scrutiny committee
(OSCOM) will receive an update on
progress every six months.
Figures included in an OSCOM
update in September 2020 showed
that between October 2019 and July
2020 the council reduced the number
of pages printed by around 100,000,
halving the number of trees consumed and hammering down costs
by more than half a million pounds.
The authority has also ordered
three refuse collection vehicles with
electrically operated bin lifts, which
are each expected to save around
2,000kg of carbon dioxide per year.
In addition, it is reviewing the
potential for renewable and low
carbon energy sources in the borough to help inform future planning
policies. The council has also now
switched to an electricity tariff that
uses renewable energy, meaning
that it will use electricity generated
from non-fossil fuel sources.
The update also considered the
impact of Covid restrictions on the

council’s progress against the action
plan, observing that the pandemic
has meant that quicker progress
has been made on certain aspects,
including the use of video conferencing and live streaming council
meetings to the public.
The lockdown also highlighted the
importance of providing good quality open spaces to support people’s
physical and mental wellbeing. The

council is continuing to work on
improving the biodiversity across
the borough and has also recently
launched a Green Spaces Strategy
consultation to hear from residents
on how best the environment can be
protected and enhanced between
now and 2030.
Environmental Portfolio Holder,
Councillor Alison Johnston, said:
“We were already driving forward
our climate emergency plans when
coronavirus hit. Covid-19 has, understandably, taken the lion’s share of
the news coverage over the past few
months. But the climate emergency
is still very much at the forefront of
our minds and green recovery will
continue to be at the core of our
response to the pandemic. Indeed,
the impact of lockdown has accelerated a move towards more energy
efficient ways of working.
We remain keen to explore all
options to help reduce our carbon
footprint, with a view to achieving carbon neutrality as quickly as
possible and certainly before the
government target of 2050.
Some of the changes we implement will have a relatively small
impact but this is about seeking to
reduce our CO2 emissions wherever
we are able to do so.”
Residents and businesses continue to play their part, with an everincreasing number of council tax
bills and business rate bills now
issued electronically. The council
continues to encourage residents
to sign up to its e-billing service to
help reduce the amount of paper
that is used.

ANDOVER BID has launched its new
Alert scheme created to provide a safe
and secure method for sharing sensitive or private information amongst
the licensed trade.
Initially in operation with pubs and
the licensed trade, the BID is also working closely with retailers in the town to
establish Shopwatch an information
sharing scheme using a daytime version
of the Pubwatch Alert App. This will be
launched early next month in time for
the build up to Christmas.
The benefits of the App include: monitoring shoplifters and ensuring every
store in the area is aware of which criminals are on the prowl, what they look
like and where they are. In addition, it
will also: inform centralised security
staff or police exactly what is happening minute by minute and ensure that
criminals are tackled effectively with
stolen goods still in their possession and
with less risk of them running away or
assaulting store staff.
The App will link in with a RADIO
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credit Sam
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Photography

Scheme, aimed at Andover becoming
a place where crime doesn’t pay as it
becomes difficult for Shoplifting professionals to move around the town
undetected.
Steve Godwin, CEO of Andover BID
explained: “ Andover is generally a
peaceful town and a safe, easy and
enjoyable place to shop and do business. We have become aware that a
minority of people visiting the town
use it as an opportunity to be badly
behaved, to be antisocial and shop-lift
from local businesses and this has got
to stop. The introduction of the Alert
along with Pubwatch for the licensed
trade and Shopwatch for retailers will
show offenders that their behaviour in
this town is unacceptable and will result
in them being barred from premises.”
The Alert App is working alongside
the police and the BID Ranger service
who carry a radio which links them to
pub, and shops and enables them to
quickly attend when issues are occurring in the town.
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Top dog for animal welfare
THE RSPCA has awarded the council its
highest award for the continued dedication
to animal welfare.
For the seventh year running, Test Valley has been awarded a Gold PawPrints
award, which celebrates the authority’s
work in ensuring the highest quality of
animal welfare around the borough.
This includes the council’s work with kennels, licensing, breeders and other animals
who call Test Valley their home. This is the
seventh consecutive year that TVBC has
received the award.
Last year, the council was also given a
special Platinum Stray Dogs Footprint to
celebrate the awards’ tenth anniversary.
The council won the prize alongside other
local authorities and organisations, such
as housing providers.
Animal welfare officer at Test Valley
Borough Council, Rod Mason, shared: “This
has been a very difficult year, but work to
ensure the animals in Test Valley have
the highest quality care and welfare has
not stopped. We all have a duty to ensure
we give our animals the best quality of life
and I’m very pleased that the RSPCA has
again recognised our efforts.
New challenges have presented themselves as many people look for a new companion. We’ll continue to work hard in managing this and would of course encourage
people to do their research and contact us
if they’re in any doubt!”
Housing and environmental portfolio
holder, councillor Phil Bundy, added: “It’s
really important for us to keep up our efforts
in ensuring quality welfare for the animals

The council’s animal welfare officer,
Rod Mason, who is instrumental to
the authority’s animal welfare work.

of Test Valley. It’s wonderful to know that
the RSPCA has taken note of how much
work goes into looking after the welfare of
our animals, and I know that Rod is doing
a fantastic job. I’m sure next year, we’ll
be doing all we can to make sure we’re
celebrating another year.”
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Local treasures
receive funding

WHITCHURCH Silk Mill and Boscombe Down Aviation Collection
have been awarded Government
grants from the Culture Recovery
Fund.
They are two of almost 450 heritage
organisations in England that have
been awarded money from the first
round of the Government’s £1.57 billion Culture Recovery Fund.
Whitchurch Silk Mill receives
£131,550 whilst Boscombe Down
Aviation Collection receives £28,600.
Local MP Kit Malthouse is urging
local communities to support their
cultural organisations at this time
through donations or purchases to
help negate the impact of the pandemic and preserve our treasured
history: “The government is determined to protect our cultural heritage
from the pandemic and I’m delighted
by this grant to the Silk Mill. I’ve
visited the Silk Mill on a number of
occasions and I highly recommend
their silk scarves to anybody looking
to buy a gift this Christmas season
– my mother is a very happy recipient of one.”
The Silk Mill is an iconic local landmark that recently won a Trip Advisor
Travellers Choice Award because of
the outstanding experience it brings

to all who visit it, I couldn’t imagine
our area without it and I encourage
everyone to support the Silk Mill
where possible.”
Mill Director, Sue Tapliss, said “We
are absolutely delighted that DCMS
and ACE have made this award to the
Mill. We are a unique site, the only
place in the UK where visitors can
see silk being woven in a traditional
way. It will help us recover from the
income we’ve lost over 2020 and into
2021 and will help us build in resilience and contingency too. We still
have more fundraising to do, but this
gives us a chance of a future that’s
more than just about surviving.”
Boscombe Down Aviation Collection has also been awarded funding
to ensure the survival and ongoing investment into the Collection
which houses a number of exhibits
of national importance. This will also
enable the team to expand various
displays, a digital strategy and other
21st- century updates, to keep the
history of aviation in the Wessex Area
at the forefront of people’s minds.
Boscombe Down Aviation Collection Project Director Sqn Ldr John
Sharpe said:
The Culture Recovery Fund has
been set up to provide the support

and is making grants to 445 organisations in the initial tranche. I am
pleased to say that the Boscombe
Down Aviation Collection had been
included on that list and we are due
to receive £28,600. I must stress that
this is not the end of our problems
and we still have many challenges
ahead. However, this is another piece
(albeit a fairly large piece) in the
plans we are creating to ensure the
survival and then development of the
Collection in the short, medium and
long term.”
Duncan Wilson, Historic England’s
Chief Executive said: “It is heartening to see grants, both large and
small, from the Government’s Culture Recovery Fund helping heritage
sites and organisations across the
country which have been hit hard
by the effects of Covid-19. These
grants range from giving skilled
craft workers the chance to keep
their trades alive to helping heritage organisations pay the bills, and
to kick-starting repair works at our
best-loved historic sites. The funding is an essential lifeline for our
heritage and the people who work
tirelessly to conserve it for us all,
so that we can hand it on to future
generations.”

Halloween Half Term 26-1st

Adults £8
s
e
Kids £6
l
f
f
wa
Any item plus a hot drink or
fridge drink/juice

“ Strawberry Nightmare ”

Fresh strawberries, chocolate sauce, strawberry sauce
& strawberry laces.

“ The Graveyard ”

“ Toffee Booonoffee ”

Fresh banana, toﬀee sauce, white chocolate sauce,
biscuit crumb & popping candy.
Chocolate sauce, oreo crumb, chocolate curls
& a whole oreo and a spooky surprise.

SUNDA
ES

“ Cookie Monster ”

Blue bubblegum and oreo gelato scoops,
crushed cookies, blue bubblegum sauce and whipped cream.

“ Death by Chocolate ”

“ Blood Sensation ”

Chocolate gelato scoops,
chocolate sauce,
white chocolate sauce, chocolate curls
and whipped cream.

Strawberry gelato scoops, strawberry
sauce, fresh strawberries, whipped cream
& strawberry laces.

crepes
“ Marshmallow Murder ”

White chocolate sauce mini oozy marshmallows,
sprinkles and strawberry laces.

WE ARE
TAKING

BOOKINGS
TO A

6

M
MAXIMU
0F

PEOPLE

& mess”
“ Eaton BLOOD

Seasonal fruits, strawberry sauce
and crushed meringue.

“ Ghost & Ghoul ”

Zesty lemon juice, sugar & icing sugar.

POISON APPLE JUICE OR

BLOODY ORANGE JUICE

DON’T FORGETTO TR
Y
ONE OF OUR
FREAK SHAKES!

Youth Commission seeking new members
THE Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Youth Commission is seeking new
members aged 14-25. The Youth
Commission acts as the voice of
young people, informing and supporting Police and Crime Commissioner, Michael Lane, in his work
and helping him to challenge the
Chief Constable on areas that are
of importance to young people.
Youth Commission members consult with young people on police and
crime issues and seek ideas on how
these can be tackled. They also work
to raise awareness and educate
young people via campaigns.
Members of the Youth Commission gain a variety of skills, work
with a range of people and learn
about different issues that are relevant to them and their peers. Each
year the Youth Commission selects a

number of key issues to focus on and
it is currently tackling Serious Violence, Hate Crime and Exploitation.
Past topics of focus have included
unhealthy relationships, hate crime,
substance misuse, cyber safety and
relationships with the police.
The Youth Commission makes
a real difference, it has: successfully piloted cyber ambassadors in
schools to help keep children safe
online and also run a nationally recognised campaign to educate young
people on how to spot the signs of
an unhealthy relationship and know
where to get help. In addition, it has
created and produced board games
that are used by youth organisations and substance misuse services
to encourage conversations about
substance misuse
Police and Crime Commissioner,

Michael Lane, commented: “The
Youth Commission gives young
people an opportunity to have an
independent and strong voice on
societal issues that affect them. The
Youth Commission works so well
because it is about young people
talking to, and hearing the voices
of, other young people. It is important to me that we listen and take
on board the views of young people
because it is very much about their
future.”
If you are aged 14-25 and interested visit the Commissioner’s website http://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.
uk/join before November 1st to find
out more and apply to join.
Applicants with experience of the
police and criminal justice systems,
as an offender, victim or any other
interaction are welcome to apply.
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School programmes launched
to engage pupils in Census

THE next generation of Hampshire
schoolchildren are set to learn all
about the census and how it benefits
their local area as part of two new
educational programmes launching
this term.
With just 6 months until the next census, the Office for National Statistics
(ONS) has developed a series of censusrelated lessons and activities for both
primary and secondary schools across
England and Wales. Now it is calling on
schools to sign up.
The primary school campaign, Let’s
Count!, is a cross-curricular programme
developed in conjunction with Family and Education and their education
resource centre, iChild. The education
programme is designed to excite children and families alike about the census.
Let’s Count! has achieved accreditation from Mathematics in Education
and Industry, National Association for
the Teaching of English, and the Geographical Association. With maths and
statistics at its core, the programme
provides flexible lesson plans and engaging activities for pupils to learn how they
can use statistics across many topics.
British historian, Professor David
Olusoga OBE, is also on board and he
will be delivering a special live stream

lesson on equality and representation.
Professor Olusoga shared: “I am
thrilled to be part of this campaign. I
passionately believe in public history
and above all in making the stories of
everyone and every community in the
UK accessible to children. 2020 has
been a year in which young people have
shown us that equality and representation, the issues my lesson will explore,
are issues that acutely matter to them.
The census - as ever - will provide a
snapshot of who we are as a nation.
History explains how we got here.”
Meanwhile, a secondary school campaign has been developed by EVERFI
EdComs. The programme was cocreated with teachers and students to
develop engaging content to help raise
awareness of the census with a prelaunch film profiling the diverse voices
of the census being released. Students
will explore why the census matters
to them and their local communities,
covering topics across the curriculum.
Iain Bell, deputy national statistician
at the ONS, said: “These programmes
offer a great opportunity for children
to learn about the importance of the
census. They help children learn more
about maths and their own local area,
and they will also raise awareness of

the census, which informs many important issues like the number of school
places or hospital beds. By running
programmes in primary and secondary
schools across England and Wales, we
want to engage pupils of all ages in the
census and by doing so make Census
2021 a huge success.”
It is hoped the school campaigns will

help raise awareness of the digital-first
census, happening on 21 March 2021.
The census occurs once every ten years
and provides a snapshot of households
in England and Wales, helping to plan
and fund public services.
Schools can sign up to the education
programmes now, by visiting www.
census.gov.uk/education.

Children want
to help others
NEW research has revealed a rise in
children wanting to be doctors and
nurses since March with 25 percent of
youngsters now choosing the professions
as their ‘dream job’. Interestingly, this
compares to just 13 per cent of parents
who wished to pursue the same career
path when they were younger.
The research from educational gaming
platform Osmo comes 7 months after
the national lockdown to find out what
children set their sights on for their
dream job, what inspires them, and what
they think their parents do for a living.
Traditional jobs are still popular
amongst children, with the likes of wanting to be a Doctor, Nurse, Teacher and
Police Officer all making the top 10. Yet
interestingly the rise of digital technology
has also had an impact on children of
the current generation, as Social Media
Star and Computer Scientist / Coder are
creeping up the ranks of popularity. The
dream job for over half of 4 - 8 year olds
(56%) is a doctor or nurse, with most
children saying that helping people is one
of the most important things about the
job they end up doing.
The research also showed the majority of parents wanted to be a teacher or
a footballer when growing up instead.
Yet only 1 in 5 actually ended up working
in their dream job, with many changing
direction before they finished school.
However, the research showed that 28
per cent of parents said that lockdown
has changed their idea of what they
want to do, whether they have already
changed direction or are actively going
to alter their career path. But what most
parents want in a future job is something
that means they can spend more time
with their kids (54 per cent), learn new
skills (39 per cent) and be able to work
from home (35 per cent).

Do you have Andover’s best neighbour?
LOCAL residents are being
encouraged to act quickly to
nominate someone as the UK’s
Neighbour of the Year, a competition run in partnership between
Co-op Insurance and Neighbourhood Watch.
Officials say that good deeds
this year have created an unprecedented amount of nominations so
far, with 50 percent more entries
than the same time last year.
Earlier this year, Co-op Insurance identified that almost three
quarters (72%) of UK adults knew
which of their neighbours were
classed as high risk and over a
quarter (26%) checked in on their
neighbours in the first few weeks
of the national lockdown.
Ellis German, Home Insurance
Executive at Co-op Insurance
said: “We’ve had an overwhelming
response so far, with entries illustrating the great ways neighbours
across the country have stepped up
to help others in their time of need
this year. We’re looking forward to
seeing even more entries especially
for our new Young Neighbour of the
Year category.”
This year sees the introduction
of a new award to crown someone
Young Neighbour of the Year. The
new category will celebrate someone up to the age of 21 who has gone

a step further for their community
and brought people, young and old,
together.
A panel of judges from Co-op
Insurance and Neighbourhood
Watch will crown the UK’s Neighbour of the Year and the inaugural
Young Neighbour of the Year winner
in November. There will also be
regional prizes up for grabs.
John Hayward-Cripps, CEO of
Neighbourhood Watch Network,
added: “This year we’ve needed our
neighbours more than ever before

so it’s important that we celebrate
the ordinary people who make our
nation great. The kind, every-day
deeds of neighbours help create
safe, secure and happy neighbourhoods where people, families and
communities thrive. I look forward
to seeing the nominations to be
reminded just how wonderful people
can be.”
Nominations can be made by visiting co-opinsurance.co.uk/hub/
neighbour-of-the-year/ and entries
close on Sunday 25th October.
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For all your
outdoor living needs

WE SELL
● Sand

● Paving

● Ballast

● 10 & 20mm Shingle

● Grit

● Walling

● Scalpings

● Fencing & Sheds

Open Monday - Saturday
7:30 - 5pm.
We offer a delivery service

● 2, 3 & 5 cu yd Skips

CALOR GAS BOTTLES
AVAILABLE

TEL:

01264 323 368

6 days a week.

www.andoverpatio.co.uk

Ample Free Parking.

The Commercial Centre
Picket Piece
Established since 1963
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BusinessObserver
Promoting your business in North West Hampshire

Brought to you in association with the Love Andover Observer

Let me tell you a story
By Adrian Braine
AS a business it’s essential to effectively communicate with your audience, whether they are customers or
investors you have to make sure your
message is loud and clear. However,
what I see time and time again is
too much focus on the nuts and bolts
of what the product does; that’s not
going to cut it. There are too many
people screaming for our attention in
today’s marketplace and consequently
the chances of people remembering
anything about us are slim.
So, you need to be really clear about
what you want them to know. Ask yourself, if people only remember one thing
about us, what is it? Then frame it in
a story.
Why A Story? Well, humans are programmed to remember stories. It’s how
history was passed from one generation to the next in the days before the
written word, in other words it’s in our
DNA. A story is much easier to recall
and creates the context to help people
understand why they should be interested in what you do. Before starting
any communication then you need to
decide on these two things: What is it
I want them to know? and What’s the
story I’m going to use to get it across?
I recommend doing this exercise
using post-it notes, don’t make the mistake of jumping straight into Word or

PowerPoint as you will quickly lose any
flow to your communication. Once you
have the story framework these tools
can help to add substance, to create a
powerful beginning, a coherent middle
and a strong ending to our story. Above
all else they should put our single message front and centre, there should be
no doubt what it is.

It’s also important to have a structure
to your communication that takes the
audience through certain expected
hoops so that you sign post where you
are going. A good way to start this is
using a problem and solution construct.
In other words, what problem are you
trying to solve and how do you solve
it. Often making this scenario based

is a good idea as well as the audience
can relate to being in this situation,
with this problem and so are much
more interested in the solution. What
comes next depends on the audience.
An investor is much more interested
in the opportunity, the founding team
and the “ask”, whereas a customer may
want more detail on ease of adoption,

support and timescales.
With a clear message, story and solid
structure in place you can now focus
on the actual content. Notice content
actually comes a way down the list, but
it tends to be what most people start
with. It’s important that content creates
a proposition for the audience rather
than just describing what you do, and
it should be as short and concise as
possible. Think headlines and bullets
rather than long complicated sentences.
Always use plain English and avoid
jargon and abbreviations, you need to
create understanding. Something that
sounds good but makes no sense or
conveys no information is worthless.
Here are 3 simple things to remember
when crafting content: Say what you
mean. Don’t use complicated language
that loses all meaning; Show don’t tell.
Don’t tell me you’re passionate, show
me you are; Less is more. Don’t over
elaborate. Make one point, make it well
and move on.
Following these steps, effective communication needn’t be difficult, people
just make it so. If you really understand
what you’re talking about you should
be able to explain it in simple terms
that anyone can understand. Distilling
complex things down to their essence
is a skill that you need to develop to
do this. It is more difficult to frame an
idea in one sentence than in twenty but
that one sentence will convey infinitely
more meaning.
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Ask Adam…
“REDUNDANCY is very common at the
moment, so what options do you have for
your pension if you are made redundant?
Firstly, it is worth saying that you will
need independent advice, this is because
your personal circumstance could be
very different to someone else’s, how
much you pay in, how long you’ve been
paying in, how much your employer contributes and what kind of pension it is
are all variables which need to be taken
into account.
There are three main types of pensions:
State, work (occupational) and Personal
(Private) pensions. Today we are going
to focus on the work (occupational) pension. Assuming you’ve been unfortunate
enough to be made redundant you will
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Money expert Adam Phillips will be here to answer questions monthly. This week
Adam addresses what to do with your pension if you have been made redundant.

need to find out what kind of pension you
have. There are two main types of work
pensions – defined benefit and defined
contribution. Defined benefit pensions are
harder to find these days, they are called
‘final salary schemes’ or ‘salary – related
schemes’. Defined Contribution pensions
are more common place these days and
are known as money purchase schemes.
These are essentially investments that
the pension provider puts your money
into over a period of time.
If you’re not sure, the best thing to
do is literally just ask your employer.
Employers are legally obliged to provide
a pension scheme for you; auto enrolment
and how much they pay in, is dependent
upon how much you earn, how old you are

and your employment status. There are
usually three options: 1) Keep the pension
where it is 2) Transfer the pension 3) take
early retirement. The latter is subject to
your age and may not actually help you.
Whether or not you transfer your pension may depend on a number of things,
how long you have left before you can
receive It, what kind of benefits you may
or may not get, how many pensions you
may have, what your forecast is on the
solvency of the pension provider… the
list goes on. My advice – if you’re not
sure, contact me adam@itsthemoneyguy.
com and I’ll put you in contact with my
team of trusted advisors who are not only
qualified to talk to you but will give you
free advice that is completely insured.

Nation’s job hunt JETS off with new programme
JOBSEEKERS are set to benefit from
a new employment programme.
JETS, Job Entry Targeted Support,
is backed by a £238 million investment
and dedicated to supporting those left
jobless due to Covid-19.
Targeting those out of work for three
months, JETS will see the Department
for Work and Pensions ramp up support for claimants to ensure those put
forward for the scheme have access
to tailored, flexible support to quickly
get back into employment. The new

programme will see a number of providers offer a range of help, including
specialist advice on how people can
move into growing sectors, as well as
CV and interview coaching.
The programme will also give job
hunters the boost they need to return
to employment through an action plan
agreed with their personal Work Coach,
peer support and opportunities to build
their skills.
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions Therese Coffey said: “JETS will

give recently unemployed people the
helping hand they need to get back
into work, boosting the prospects of
more than a quarter of a million people
across Britain.
We have provided unprecedented
support for jobs during the pandemic
including through furlough and subsidising the incomes of the self-employed,
doing all we can to protect peoples’
livelihoods - but sadly not every job can
be saved. This scheme will help those
left out of work as a result of Covid-19,

and is one strand of our wider Plan for
Jobs which will also support young
people onto the jobs ladder through
Kickstart, offer the training needed to
pivot into new roles through our Sector
Based Work Academy Programme
and prepare people for getting back
into work.”
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi
Sunak, added: “Our unprecedented
support has protected millions of livelihoods and businesses since the start
of the pandemic, but I’ve always been

clear that we can’t save every job. I’ve
spoken about the damaging effects of
being out of work, but through JETS
we will provide fresh opportunities to
those that have sadly lost their jobs,
to ensure that nobody is left without
hope.”
The new multi-million-pound programme is part of the Government’s
Plan for Jobs, and follows the launch of
the £2billion Kickstart scheme which
will create thousands of new high quality jobs for young people.

Walk Out Our Door With More
Mon-Fri: 9am-5.30pm
Sat: 9am-3pm

BUY BACK

www.ewecash.co.uk

andover@ewecash.co.uk

PAWNBROKING

Fast instant cash against
goods - anything considered!

01264 335566

Low Interest loans against almost
anything you can bring us!

11 Bridge Street, Andover, SP10 1BE
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Top ﬁve things to do this October Half term
By Sarah Gisbourne
The next school holiday is October half-term
which takes place on Monday 26th October –
Friday 30 October.
Here are �ive things we think you shouldn’t
miss out on doing this half term in Andover
with your children.
1.Freaky Down Farm
At Finkley Down Farm , Andover
24th October – 1st November
Spooky Fun and Bubbles with Sabrina the
Scarecrow and Mavis Flosswort the witch.

Including ; Monster Hunt, Halloween Fancy
dress competition, Goat Racing, Little
farmers driving school, Birds of Prey,
Reptiles Encounters.
No spooky stables this year but instead they
will be having a Spooky Halloween walk
through.
All visits need to be booked online. Visit their
website for further details and to book.

additional 5% off your booking using the
code SCARY5

Woodland Spooktacular
This is an event aimed at young children up
to 10 years old with a nod to trick or treat
and a few mild spooks. It’s about a half mile
in the dark illuminated woodland and about
the same again once you get back to the start.
Plenty for little people. Buy a ticket for all
walking. No pushchairs.
Tickets can be booked via eventbrite.
co.uk/e/the-woodland-spooktacular-tickets.
Riverside Bowl in Andover
SPOOKTASTIC
half-term week
on Monday 26th
October until
Sunday 1st
November 2020.
The Glo-Golf will
be mysteriously
transformed for
the week, and extra
treats will be added
to our drinks menu
Book online before
Friday 23rd October
and receive an

Let’s Get Batty

Have fun and Join in making your own super simple
halloween bat lantern.

All you need is:
Black card or paper A4 or A3 size
Plain white paper and felt tips
A stapler, a glue stick .
Pencil, Ruler, Scissors
So let’s get started
Fold your black card or
paper in half hotdog style,
(length ways). With your
ruler from the folded edge
draw lines about one inch
apart leaving a half inch
space from the top of the
edge.
Now cut along your lines
stopping before reaching
your edge space.

Unfold, take the two
sides and wrap together.
Staple at the top and bottom.
Using your plain paper, cut shapes out to
form a face, creepy eyes, fangs and wings
for your bat. Use felt tips to add colour.
Don’t forget to add a handle.
Use a LED LIGHT placed in the middle
of your lantern. Pop in the window for a
spooky look.
Its as simple as that!!!

Iron Age Museum by torchlight
October 31st , 5pm – 8pm
Halloween at the Iron Age Museum on the
evening of Saturday 31 October.
Come dressed in your best scary costume
and listen to the spooky local ghost stories
as you explore the Iron Age Museum by
torchlight!
Pre-book your tickets online for all visitors
aged 3 and up, £3.00 each. Maximum six
persons per booking. Times of bookings are

5pm, 6pm and 7.30pm. Ticket price includes
a free child’s goody bag.
Tickets can be booked hampshireculture.
org.uk/event/iron-age-museum-torchlight.
Please ensure that all persons aged 12 and
up wear a face mask to comply with current
government regulations in regards to
wearing face masks in museums.

Visit the Ice cream shop
A fangtastic spooky menu is on offer from
Canto Gelato. Be sure to pre book so that you
don’t miss out.
See page 14 for their advertisement with full
details of what’s on offer.
Looking for Halloween Decorations and
out�its ?
Take a visit to Tip top Balloons in Union
Street. All Halloween accessories now in

stock along with costumes, Halloween
chocolates and balloons. Order now before
they sell out.

Don’t forget to visit us on Saturday 31st
October in the Time Ring in Andover high
street to take part in the Halloween hunt
with the map that you can cut out and keep.
Further events and activities for Halloween
can be found on the events section at
LoveAndover.com.

Pumpkin Smoothie
By Katie Black
At Halloween, families often throw away a lot
of scooped-out pumpkin, and eat a lot of sweets!
However, this favourite time of year doesn’t have
to be all unhealthy and wasteful… With our tasty
recipes you can make use of that pumpkin and
create some healthier spooky snacks - making the
sweets a bit more guilt-free! For those on a plantbased/dairy free diet, we’ve included alternatives
for you.

Cauldron Treats

Serves 2
What do I need?
Crunchy teeth & nails:
● 60g Pumpkin seeds
● 1 tbsp Vegetable oil
● 1 tsp ground Ginger
● Grated zest ½ Orange
● Sprinkle of Caster sugar

Witches’ Brew smoothie:
● ½ Banana, chopped
● 110g Pumpkin puree (see below)
● 150ml milk (or dairy-free alternative)
● 1 tbsp honey (or agave syrup)
● ½ tsp Ground cinnamon
● Crushed ice (optional)

How do I make that?
1. Pre-heat the oven to 180oC.
2. Cut the pumpkin into similar-sized chunks,
toss in a little vegetable oil and roast on an oiled
baking tray for 30-40 minutes until soft, then allow
to cool.
3. Meanwhile, make the crunchy teeth & nails
(toasted seeds): remove any remaining pumpkin
�ibre from the seeds, wash them well and rub them

dry in a clean tea-towel.
4. Mix the seeds in a
bowl with the remaining
ingredients. Spread out
on a lined baking tray
and bake for about 10-15
minutes until they are
lightly golden brown.
Cool on the tray and
serve in bowls for
snacking.
5. Use a blender
to puree the cooled
pumpkin, adding
a little water if
necessary. Reserve
110g for each
smoothie mix (serving
2) and fridge/freeze
the rest for use in
soups, as a side-dish,
or to stir through stews and
casseroles.
6. To �inish the smoothie, put the 110g puree back
into the blender with the banana, milk, honey and
cinnamon. Add some crushed ice if available, and
blend.
7. Serve alongside the seeds for a scarily good
snack!
For our fantastic Halloween Baking kits containing
almost everything you need for 3 frightfully
good bakes including chocolate Spider Cupcakes,
Pumpkin Breadstick Wands and Toffee Apple
Cookies plus a bonus free recipe for Scrambled
Brain feta dip, head over to
www.cookerydoodledoo.com (collection only).
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Town Halloween Hunt
We are excited to be working with Andover Bid and In Andover to
bring you a fun family Halloween hunt in Andover town centre.

When?
Saturday 31st October , 10am – 3pm

How to take part
Local shopkeepers around town will
be dressed up as Halloween characters.
Use the map to �ind the hidden
Halloween characters, some will be
real and some will decorations/images.
In groups of 6 or less “hunt” around
town for the Halloween characters.
When completed ,if you return your
maps to the Love Andover gazebo,
in the Time Ring, you can claim a
Halloween treat from us.
Halloween treats are being provided

by The Travelling cupcake and Andover
Bid.
All grown ups that take part
with their children can claim a free
hot drink from Canto Gelato when
they visit to hunt for the Halloween
character hidden in their shop.
See adjacent map for participating
shops.
Listen out on Andover Radio during the
day for live chat throughout the day
from our event.
Social distancing and Covid safety
restrictions will be in place at all times.

I have a few
questions?
By Daniel Hooks
Illustration by Zoe Zass

Do vampires get tooth decay?
Do werewolves get �leas?
Do zombies have to use prosthetic knees?
Do fairy tale princesses always say please?
Can witches have white weddings?
What do mummies have for their bedding?
Do Orcs have to shave?
Do angels ever misbehave?
What is a goblin’s average height?
And do ever they get tall?
Do giants ever start off small?

I’d like to ask these questions
If you have some thoughts or
suggestions, please get in touch
My address is:
1 The Wizards Tower, Rainbow Close, Fairy Land, HA 2YU

Creepy Crafts at the Chantry
Centre this Halloween
To celebrate Halloween this
October, the Chantry Centre
will be running some free craft
workshops for families to enjoy.
On Saturday 31 October,
families can take part in
Halloween-themed craft activities
at the centre’s indoor garden
space, located next to Boswell’s
seating area. Due to social
distancing guidelines, spaces are
limited and families of up to six
people can book a spot at one of
the sessions which will run at
select times between 10am – 3pm.
Bookings can be made at www.
thechantrycentre.com
In addition to the creepy craft
workshops, there will be more
spooky happenings going on
around the town including a

Halloween Hunt, organised by
Love Andover and Andover BID,
which will encourage families
to track down scary characters
across Andover and hand in their
�indings at a special gazebo in the
High Street to receive some treats.
Leader of Test Valley Borough
Council, Councillor Phil North
said: “Whilst we haven’t been
able to run our full programme
of events in the Chantry Centre
this year, I’m delighted that we
are able to start offering activities
for families to take part in again.
We are taking special measures
to ensure everyone will be safe
and we really hope that families
will make the most of the day
and come into the town centre to
enjoy lots of Halloween fun.”
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Accentuate an autumn
wedding with accessories
and colour
Umbrellas, wellington boots and
blankets may not be top of any bride’s
list but these quirky additions are
both practical and colourful ways
to ensure your day goes without a
hitch.

Weddings at
Esseborne Manor
Indoor & outdoor ceremonies
Exclusive use of the Manor at no extra cost
Packages to suit all budgets
www.esseborne-manor.co.uk
info@esseborne-manor.co.uk
01264 736 444

An Autumn wedding always has a
special feel about it and this year
is no different. Colour palettes
change and brides and bridal parties have a whole new variety of
options to choose from.
Whether you are planning an
intimate gathering for close family and friends this autumn or
have put your plans on hold for a
bigger autumnal celebration next
year, we caught up with Sparkling Ginger’s Jo Marshall who
explores just some of the options
available to autumn brides.
“Sunny days in autumn can be
so deceiving as there is suddenly a
chill in the air and we always have
more rainy days so if you have an
autumn wedding coming up think
about adding some autumn elements and cosy accessories for
you and the bridal party.
Look at wedding dress styles
with a sleeve or you can add
another layer such as a high
necked satin bolero for a classic
look or a full length velvet coat
for a more dramatic effect.
You can go bolder with bridesmaid colours or of course your
own dress or the groom. Rich
autumn colours such as red,
aubergine, orange, rusts, forest greens can all help to create
incredible photos. If you are using
seasonal colours and fl owers,
bridal fl ower crowns also look
stunning in these colours.

Consider adding colour to the grooms and
groomsman suits in
fabrics such as tweed
in a soft heather colour
or caramel brown, to
match the f lowers.
The groom’s corsage
could include thistles,
pine cones or a bold
orange cala lily as an
alternative to the traditional rose.
Faux Fur shrugs
are perfect for brides and bridesmaids. Neutral creams or ivory
are widely available but you can
also pick out an accent colour of
your wedding such as a deep wine
red and have the shrugs made.
If you are a bohemian bride you
may prefer a crocheted or knitted
shrug or a duchess satin shrug
for the more classic bride. They
can be easily removed if you don’t
want them in the photos.
Think about having a back-up
pair of shoes to hand. I’ve been
to weddings in the rain and deep
snow. One bride made it a feature and had a pair of wellies
on underneath her dress whilst
going between venues. You can
always add some diamantes
to personalize them. Pop your
wedding shoes on once you get
inside your venue, especially if
they are silk.
Umbrellas don’t have to be ugly.

You
can make them a feature
if the weather is going to be
wet. Pick out colourful or pretty
umbrellas and they can look fantastic in the photos. If you can’t
win with the weather, make it
work for you.
But don’t forget the guests as
you can guarantee that they won’t
have remembered a jacket or an
umbrella. Have a box of blankets
or umbrellas to hand for guests.
If you are limited to 15 people
currently and are concerned
with people using each other’s
blankets, due to social distancing,
the blankets could become a
present for the guest. Place it
on the back of the chair with their
name on it and it doubles up as a
place setting, a favour and a cosy
warm blanket for the evening.”

@loveandover
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Challenge Ben to win
a donation to charity
24 hours a day, 95.9FM Andover Radio
are committed to ensuring that people
who work, live and play in Andover are
up-to-date with the latest information
about the world around them. But the
organisation’s work has never been just
about ‘broadcasting’.
Andover Radio director David Harber
explained: “We are giving £50 to peoples’
chosen charitable organisations with our
#ChallengeBen offer. If you can beat
Ben at Table Tennis, then we’ll give a
‘bullseye’ to your chosen local charity.
We continue to fund the Love Andover
Isolation Help Group, which supplies
people with food, prescriptions and
assistance to those with no other form
of support across the Test Valley.
Moreover, we are encouraging local
non-profit organisations to get in contact
so we can support their causes through
our Linkline offer in conjunction with
CVS charity Unity.”
Since its launch in April 2018, Andover
Radio, which is based on the high street,
has run all of the most successful events
in town, including Armed Forces Day.
Looking ahead to next year’s event, Test
Valley Borough Council’s Armed Forces
champion Cllr Nick Matthews, commented: “The council’s Armed Forces
panel is currently conducting a ‘deep dive’
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into health and education provisions for
veterans and families, including mental
health and PTSD. Love Andover should
be recognised and supported in the manner which they deserve. Unfortunately,
some individuals like to politicise these
events.”
Further to their local authority support, the award-winning team at Andover
Radio have received increased financial
support from the National Lottery to
continue its work in reducing social isolation in north west Hampshire.
“Our commitment to helping people

has been undeterred by Covid-19” says
Strategic Community Manager Ella
Palmer. “We are helping more people
than ever before. We are always finding, investigating and deploying new
ways to support those most at risk in
our community.”
David Harber concluded: “It’s well
within my comfort zone to discover that
as a little local radio station we continually support people, organisations and
events across the Test Valley. Our aim is,
and always has been to promote all that’s
good in Andover. And there’s plenty of it!”

- In business for over
25 years.
- Customer service is at
the heart of what we do.
- Andover’s ‘go to’
flooring specialists.
Expert Fitters.
- Expe

01264-409500

www.optionsflooring.co.uk
152 Junction Rd, Andover SP10 3JF

Football therapists
support Foodbank
HUSBAND and wife duo
Darren and Caroline are
therapists at Andover Town
FC and also run a private
clinic at the grounds.
The football club is looking to generate donations
for the Andover Foodbank
at the next home game on
Saturday 24th October, kick
off 3pm against Hythe & Dibden. If successful, the couple
will repeat the fundraising
again at Christmas time.
Caroline explained: “We
will leave a box at the visitor’s entrance for any donations. Each player is going to
bring a donation with them
and we are hoping fans and
visitors will do the same.
Suggested donations
from the Foodbank include:
tinned spaghetti, tinned
potatoes and tinned rice
pudding.
We feel the local Foodbank is such an important
and worthy cause and hope
as many of you as possible
will be able to make a donation on Saturday. Thank
you.”
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Elvis fan donates funds
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Ensure your work
appliances are safe
By Ken Tymms

LOCAL resident and Elvis fan Bernie
Lucker celebrated his birthday earlier this month and wanted to use
his birthday to raise money for the
COVID-19 healthcare support appeal
and inject a bit of fun in the process.
Using Facebook on his profile,
Bernie, 65, reated a video to raise
donations by doing the 25 press up
challenge but also added humour
to the video to raise a smile at the
same time by dressing up as Elvis
and performing a small sketch.
Bernie told the Love Andover

Observer: “You must check out the
video, it will really put a smile on your
face, and by doing this I have raised
money for a good cause too.”
Bernie set himself a target of £150
to raise but has now raised over that
now and is currently at £165.
Originally from London, Bernie
moved to Andover in the mid 60’s and
shared his fond memories of growing
up in Andover, from attending Vigo
School to his working life in which he
and his wife were the steward and
stewardess of Andover golf club.

Wildlife on the doorstep
By Graeme Davis
LOCAL residents will be aware of
Anton Lakes Nature Reserve. Despite
its size and urban setting there is a
variety of important habitats,ranging
from the lakes to grassland.
Wetlands provide ideal conditions for
plants like the aromatic meadowsweet,
water avens, marsh valerian and cuckoo
flower (foodplant of the orange-tip butterfly). There is a variety of showy orchids
like southern marsh and pyramidal.
Anton River provides most of the
life, keeping the lake warmer in winter.
The river is teaming with brown trout.
Their food, caddisflies, mayflies and
stoneflies dance around on sunny days.
Habitat provides shelter for wintering
birds and has seen mandarin ducks
occasionally visit.
Standing by the lake on a warm
day, you will hear the buzz of dragonflies patrolling. There are several
large,colourful species like the grand,

emperor and the broad-bodied chaser.
A familiar sight, butterflies benefit
from open grassland created by regular scrub removal and grazing. Extra
light allows food and nectar plants to
flourish. Common blue, small tortoiseshell, gatekeeper and comma all thrive.
Meadows can be teaming with brown
grass loving butterflies like meadow
brown joined by a chorus of grasshoppers and crickets in the long grass like
the dark bush cricket.
Longer grassy and wooded areas
benefit beetles like the red-headed cardinal. Goosegrass, the sticky plant that
children love to play with, provides the
food plant for the amazing bloody-nosed
beetle, a beetle which gets its name
from red blood like goo it creates to
defend itself.
The site is important for both day
and night flying moths including a large
number of nationally scarce clearwings
like hornet moth and red-tipped. Many
of these depend on the wet willow areas
for their survival.

UNDER UK law, the Health and Safety
at Work etc Act 1974 (HSW Act) in Great
Britain, employers are responsible for
ensuring the safety and health of their
employees and also the public, if they
are at risk from those work activities.
This includes electrical safety.
Portable appliance testing (PAT) is
the term used to describe the examination of electrical appliances and equipment to ensure they are safe to use.
Most electrical safety defects can be
found by visual examination, but some
types of defect can only be found by
testing, so the best way of ensuring
that your appliances are safe is to have
a PAT test carried out on them.
Thanks to our collaboration with

Andover Men’s Shed we can help! That
means that it is now possible to get
your PAT testing done at a competitive
price and do something good for your
community at the same time.
The Unity PAT testing service is

delivered by a fully qualified team of
volunteers at Andover Mens Shed. The
rates are competitive but because the
service is delivered by volunteers, all
proceeds are distributed between Unity
and Andover Mens Shed.
If you run a business or a charity and
you need to tick the box on the safety of
your Portable Electrical Appliances, get
a quote by email from pat.amsa@outlook.com or call Unity on 0330 4004 416.
Unity is a not-for-profit organisation, part funded by the borough and
county councils, to support voluntary
and community support organisations
in the Test Valley. Andover Mens Shed
has been running since 2015 and gives
men over the age 55 the chance to use
their skills to use to help the community.
Ken Tymms is a Voluntary Sector
Support Officer at Unity.

RSPCA raise concerns over puppies
CONTINUING our focus on the RSPCA’s Adoptober campaign, concerns
have been raised over the number of
puppies needing support in Hampshire.
The RSPCA fears ‘lockdown puppies’
could add to the welfare crisis. This
Adoptober, the RSPCA is championing rescue dogs as it reveals searches
for puppies increased sixfold during
lockdown.
The RSPCA fears that the coming
recession and the impact of ‘lockdown
puppies’ will hit already-struggling rescue centres hard in coming months as
the charity reveals 1,090 incidents this
year about dogs in Hampshire alone.
RSPCA experts believe that an
impending dog welfare crisis could be
on the horizon in 2021 as families return
to normal life and may no longer be able
to take care of the puppy they bought
when based at home. Coupled with a
fear that the end of furlough and the
deepening recession will hit families
hard and some may no longer be able to
afford their pets, this could put pressure
on the already-stretched resources of
rescue centres.
The charity is urging families to do
lots of research and ensure they can
commit long-term to a dog before bringing one home, but this Adoptober, it is
also championing the benefits of rescuing instead of buying a puppy.
RSPCA chief executive Chris Sherwood said: “We have seen a rise in people searching for dogs to adopt during
lockdown, which is fantastic, but at the
same time, there appears to be a rise in
people looking to buy puppies.
We know that there are not enough
puppies bred in the UK to meet the
demands of those who want to buy them
and, worryingly, there appears to be a
surge in puppies coming in from outside the UK. The problem with this is
that, although breeders from countries
like Romania are licensed, we have no
way of checking the conditions those
animals are being kept in and we fear
that sales like these could be fuelling
cruel puppy farms as well as exposing
puppies to long and stressful journeys.

We are all used to being able to buy
whatever we want when we want it but
we’re urging people to thoroughly do
their research before committing to
getting any dog and to make sure they
don’t get caught out by people acting
illegally or irresponsibly. We have lots of
dogs waiting for their forever homes so
please do consider getting a rescue dog.
Although it is really tempting to buy a
puppy, those from abroad may have been
bred in poor conditions, leaving them
with potentially serious medical and

behavioural problems whereas adopting from somewhere like the RSPCA
where staff have really got to know
the dog, means you get the advice and
support you need.”
Throughout the month of October,
the RSPCA is shining a light on animals
in its care which need a new home and
promoting the benefits of adopting a
rescue animal through its Adoptober
campaign.
Last year 196 dogs were rehomed in
Hampshire.
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HampshireHealthMatters
More testing sites
are ready to open
FIVE new testing sites will open
in Hampshire over the next two
weeks, making it easier and more
convenient for local people to
access testing for coronavirus
The closest locations to Andover
are Basingstoke and Winchester and
there are three additional new testing sites in Hampshire at Aldershot;
Gosport and Havant.
Councillor Keith Mans, Leader
of Hampshire County Council and
Chair of Hampshire’s Local Outbreak Engagement Board, said:
“These appointment-only walkthrough sites are a very welcome
addition to the testing provision we
already have within the county. They
will help ensure access to prompt
and convenient testing, particularly
for those who are unable to access
testing sites by car, which is key to
preventing further spread of the
virus.
Viral infection rates in Hampshire are rising – in all areas, though
thankfully still not as rapidly as elsewhere in the country, but we know
how quickly and easily the virus
can be transmitted from person to
person. We are currently in Tier 1
(Medium) of the new COVID Alert
Levels which means the national
restrictions continue to apply within
Hampshire, and it is important that
anyone with symptoms – however
mild – seeks a test promptly. It is
equally important that those who
do not have symptoms refrain from
booking a test, in order to manage

demand and to ensure that tests
are available for those who really
need one. We would also remind
residents that they should return
home immediately after their test
and remain in self-isolation whilst
awaiting their results.”
The specific locations of the new
sites and more information about
opening hours will be published
ahead of each new site becoming
operational later this month. The
walk-through sites are designed
for pedestrians who have booked a
test in advance – there is no drop-in
facility available. It is also important
to note that when booking a test you
will be offered the next available
appointment – this may not necessarily be in the location nearest to
where you live.
Anyone unable to travel to a Local
Testing Site by private car or walking should consider booking a home

test.
Only book a test if you have one
of the three main symptoms of the
virus: a high temperature; a new,
continuous cough; a loss or change
to your sense of smell and taste; or if
you are advised to do so by NHS Test
and Trace.Do not book a test if you
have returned from a quarantined
country unless you have symptoms.
To get a test, book online or by
calling 119 from 8am. Do not call
NHS 111 as this is for other health
and medical issues. When booking
online, make sure you complete the
form in full. This includes confirming that you have read and agreed
to the terms and conditions. You
will then be sent a QR code which
is required to enter the testing site.
If you are having difficulty booking a test site near you, keep trying
as more tests are made available
throughout the day.

Five Ways to Wellbeing
WORLD Mental Health Day on
10 October saw the re-launch of
a Hampshire County Council
initiative to support Hampshire
residents to improve their mental
wellbeing.
Five Ways to Wellbeing, an online
resource, has now been updated
and expanded with information,
tips and further resources to specifically address the challenges
created by the lockdown and its
aftermath.
Councillor Judith Grajewski,
Executive Member for Public
Health at Hampshire County
Council, shared: “We recognise
it has been a very difficult time
for many and for some, this may
have been the first time they have
experienced difficulties - so now,
more than ever, it is vital to look
after your mental health. The Five
Ways to Wellbeing online resource

offers simple and proven actions to
boost your mental wellbeing and
help you become more resilient
when life gets tough.”
According to research, there are
five ways to look after our mental
wellbeing: connecting with others;
being active; continuing to learn;
giving to others in your community;
take notice.
Councillor Grajewski added:
“We are encouraging everyone

to build the five ways into their
daily life to stay healthy and active
and in Hampshire there are many
opportunities to get you started.
This could be by connecting with
people around you via online chat
or a socially distanced walk in
one of our country parks. In addition, Hampshire has many digital
learning opportunities to keep your
brain active, increase your selfconfidence and inspire others – a
great place to start is looking for
what’s available on the Keep Learning section of the online toolkit.”
The Five Ways are widely recognised as buffers against mental
ill health, supporting people to age
healthily and live independently for
longer. The site provides a range
of different solutions according to
whether you have five minutes or
longer and can be tailored to suit
your situation.

Reference guide published to help parents

HAMPSHIRE County Council has published a new, easy reference guide to help
parents and carers decide when it’s right
to send their child to school, or whether to
keep them at home.
Councillor Roz Chadd, the Executive
Member for Education and Skills at Hampshire County Council, said: “If your child
feels ‘under the weather’, it’s not always
easy to know if you should send them to
school, particularly as the symptoms of a
simple cold could be mistaken for COVID.
Our handy checklist clearly describes the
coronavirus symptoms and explains what
parents and carers should do if a child or
family member has them. This guide can

be found on our coronavirus Back To School
web page where it is available to download
and print.
I also want to take this opportunity to
thank schools and parents for everything
they are doing to follow the important social
distancing guidelines. Coronavirus transmits quickly and with infection rates rising
across Hampshire, we must pull together
to do all we can to keep our children, young
people and communities safe.”
The best way to help prevent the spread
of COVID is: Hands, wash frequently; Face,
wear a face covering whenever required;
Space, keep your distance, two metres
wherever possible.
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Create a dementia friendly home
DO you have a loved one with
dementia?
Have you ever thought about how
you can help make their daily living
easier but are not sure how?
Calida Care, shared how making
small changes can make the biggest
difference.
A good place to start is to create
a dementia friendly home environment.
Memory loss and dementia go
hand in hand and labelling, or visual
cues can be a huge help and support
with independence. Put clear labels
or illustrative pictures on cupboards,
drawers and doors. This will help
with identifying where things are
kept and signpost significant rooms,
for example the bathroom.
Reduce clutter: having a good
sort out to simplify and declutter
can reduce confusion and distraction and help make things easier
to find. Focus on the rooms in the
home which are used the most and
pack away items that are seldom or
never used.

01264 883100 www.loveandover.com

Fire safety: The safety factor for
those with dementia can be considerably increased and must be carefully
considered. Ask your local Fire Service to conduct a home safety assessment. These are free of charge and
take cognition and mobility issues
into account. Exit routes will also
be checked and smoke alarms fitted
if needed.

Mencap turn to Andover
community for support
ANDOVER and District Mencap manage two Complex supported living
homes in Andover.
The houses offer support to adults
with learning disabilities to support,
equip and empower them to live more
independent lives. The support staff
have joined forces to appeal for donations to purchase two laptops, one for
each household.
Support worker Ginny Barnes, told
Love Andover Observer: “Having the
laptops would help the people we support and staff on a daily basis. The residents would be able to learn new skills,
keep in touch with distance friends and
families. Look up new recipes they may
like to cook. There are many interactive games and puzzles that can help
tremendously with their development
skills. For Staff this would help us with
our daily routines around the homes

which involve much needed records.
Ordering urgent necessities for the
people in our care and supporting them
with their activities. The people we support are lovely and need our help. But
we need your support to help us fulfil
this wonderful life changing project.”
The support team are hoping to raise
£750 to fund the cost of the 2 new laptops.
Gary Nicklin, a support worker at
Andover and District Mencap who has

been working in care for over 6 and
half years, added: “I love working for
Mencap, you can see in the residents
faces that you are being a big help, getting them involved in different activities
that what want to take part in.”
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We are there
because we

Care

Caring for the carers
SOUTHERN Health NHS Foundation
Trust asked people to ‘show yourself
some love’ on Saturday 10th October to
mark World Mental Health Day.
With mounting pressure on carers
both in the care profession and also those
caring for loved ones at home, this day
marked an opportunity to recognise and
highlight the importance of the mental
wellbeing of those who care for others.
“We all recognise how challenging
this year has been for so many of us.”

Dr Hazel Nicholls, Trust Director Psychological Therapies at Southern Health
explains.
“Social isolation, loneliness and living
with daily uncertainty have sadly affected
the nation’s mental and emotional health.
This year has been so much about helping
others and supporting our communities
to get through a really tough few months,
which in effect has meant many have
neglected their own wellbeing.
We would like to encourage people to

put themselves first, and make a conscious effort to take care of their mental
health.”
There are things we can all do to prioritise our mental wellbeing. Here are
some things you can do to make today
easier:take a walk or spend some time
outdoors; connect with someone else to
have a chat; is really important; rest is
an essential part of self-care so take a
moment to pause and reflect. You could
also try to think of three good things or

things you are grateful for - write them
down and read them over when things
seem overwhelming ot try taking some
time away from regular news updates
if it feels hard to see the positives at the
moment.
Hazel added: “If anyone is struggling
to cope alone or feels like they don’t know
where to start, we would like to remind
the public that mental health services
are still here for you. Please reach out
for support if you need it.”
Italk is a talking therapy service
in Hampshire, delivered by Southern
Health who work with people using a
variety of techniques including Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT). All of
Italk’s services have been adapted so
they are safe to be delivered within the
current restrictions.
Leanne Pilcher is a patient of italk
services, and recently completed her
treatment in July. She commented, “To be

honest, Cognitive Behavioural Therapy
(CBT) changed my whole life. I was able
to work on myself but with the support
of professionals with me every step of
the way.
Even through the COVID-19 pandemic,
I was able to continue my treatment
virtually and knew the team were only
an email away. This really helped when
I was feeling isolated, much like the rest
of the country.
My biggest piece of advice would be,
try to picture your life when every day
isn’t a bad day. If you want to get there,
reach out and seek the support that you
deserve. I know it’s easier said than done,
but we all need a helping hand sometimes.
If you are struggling, please know that
showing yourself some love is probably
the kindest thing you can do for yourself.”
If you need help,call 023 8038 392 or
for more information, go online: www.
italk.org.uk.

28 | NEWS

Thursday, October 22, 2020

01264 883100 www.loveandover.com

The Railways come to Andover
By David Denny
IN 1840, the railway line from Southampton to London opened with a terminus in London called the Nine Elms.
A farm called Warren Farm became
the site for the station at Micheldever
which became the Andover Road Station. In 1839 plans had been made for a
new road from Andover to connect to
this station and in 1840 plans were submitted to Parliament for a new road,
the final Turnpike Road from Andover.
It’s important to remember that
before the railways all movement of
livestock was via the Drovers routes (on
foot!), so access to the railway before it
arrived in Andover was important to
the wool trade for Andover as well as
access to the new station 12 miles away.
In 1851 Taskers of Anna Valley were
contracted and cast the Iron Bridge
that carries the Ladies walk over the
new road.
This new station was all very well,
but still quite a distance from Andover, and quite a miserable trek in bad
weather. Soon the citizens of Andover
were seeking their own direct line to
Basingstoke and London. In 1845 a
meeting was held at the Town Hall
(Guildhall) to discuss forming their
own company for a new railway line.
But in 1846 the London and Southwest
railway put forward the necessary bill
in Parliament

Progress was slow, resources and
money were scarce and the costs soon
exceeded the initial estimates. These
delays likely infuriated the influential
landowners and also the residents and
business owners who were expecting
their new railway line.

Eventually and after some pressure
from Parliament the London and South
West Railway (L&SWR) restarted
the work on the Basingstoke line and
finally on the 1st July 1854 a single
line was opened to Andover Junction
Station (now the main station). Work

continued on the new line westward
to Salisbury over nearly three years
until in 1857 passengers could finally
continue through Salisbury to Exeter.
In 1857 the canal company changed
its name to the Andover Canal & Railway Company, and in 1858 the Ando-

ver and Redbridge Railway Company
obtained an act of parliament to build
a new railway line. The Andover to
Southampton Canal closed in 1859,
the sale of the canal was to the London and South Western Railway, who
bought it to lay a railway line along
much of its course. At this time there
was a lot of squabbling amongst the
Railway Firms as to where and what
lines were built, by whom and when,
I shan’t go into those details here but
would instead refer you to the fantastic
YouTube channel by Paul and Rebecca
Whitewick for a much more in depth
explanation!
This line was built pretty much over
the line of the canal and was a singletrack line with sharp curves due to the
course of the canal that it followed. It
wasn’t until 1885 that the line was made
dual along its length and the sharper
bends were removed. One huge change
was the time it took to travel between
Andover to Southampton. In the days
of the canal it took 2 days to get a barge
along the route, the new Railway could
do the same journey in 2 hours!
The influence of the railways on the
town can still be seen to this day, with
even the pubs changing their names.
The early Victorian pub The New Inn
became The New Railway Inn, the inn
known as the Eight Bells changed its
name to become The Station Inn and
Bishops Court Lane became Junction Road.

- Infection Control - MooresCleaning Services Ltd are able to
offer a deep cleaning solution (Biomisting) that will give your
staff and customers the confidence they are returning to a fully
sanitised work environment.

- Commercial cleaning
- Office cleaning
- Carpet Cleaning
- Free quote

01264 362 378
www.moorescleaning.co.uk
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Talking to: Barbara Dickson
TO commemorate the 50th Anniversary will resonate with me and I know that
of Barbara Dickson’s career, we caught I can turn it into a song.
up with her for an exclusive interview
It could also be words that inspire
ahead of the launch of her new album. me but once I have the idea, wherever
it has come from, I will sit down and
What prompted your return to song- keep at it. I started a notebook in 2008
writing?
which I fill with ideas and I go back to
I have been sneaking back into song- it and read again what I had written,
writing over the last few years. After then score out what I know now would
45 years away, four or five years ago, I not make a good song.
relocated to Edinburgh and The Hill is a
I am much more connected to my
song that I wrote about that experience. writing and my work now than I was
I have been writing the odd song here earlier in my career. The reality is that I
and there and probably five songs in the don’t connect to a lot of my earlier music
last few years, maybe a couple more. because it was written to please record
There are professional songwriters companies to make money. Today, I
who sit down every day to write songs, write because I want to and about parts
I am a little more mercurial. I strum a of life that I can connect to.
guitar or sit at the piano and something
Tell me about the new album, Time
is Going Faster, I understand that
you have three new songs on your
album….
Yes, I did write some of the songs
myself and it was a real artistic experience. There are three new songs of mine
on the album: Where Shadows Meet The
Light, Goodnight, I’m Going Home and
the title track, Time is Going Faster.
My songs are metaphysical and reflective, they don’t rail against anything.
There is a dream like quality about them
and I have discovered the stillness in
my songwriting which sends a message
itself. I used to feel the need to fill all
the gaps with words but not anymore.
A source of my inspiration are those
people that I have loved that are no

longer here but in essence they are still
around. I believe that when people die,
their presence doesn’t disappear from
our lives and they live on in our hearts
and are not forgotten.

Of all the songs you have recorded
over the years, why was it Tell Me It’s
Not True that you wanted to go back
to and create a new arrangement so
many years later?
That particular new arrangement
shows what the song has come to mean
to me now. It has evolved to a special
place to how it is now. Originally it was
written for the cast album of Willy Russell’s Blood Brothers back in the 80s,
but we have completely reworked it for
the new album, and I’m delighted with
the new arrangement.
I love music with significance and
meaning from a reworking of Barbara
Allan to Gerry Rafferty. I started singing when I was 12 and my love for Scottish Folk Music has never left me.
The entertainment industry is on its
knees at the moment, what is your
Who will the audiences be
that are coming to your
tour next year?
I have done so much
and been performing for
so many years that I am
very lucky that there are so
many people who are interested in what I am going to
do next. Some have followed
me from my folk days in
the sixties and seventies,

See theatre safely at The Lights
THE Lights theatre in Andover
have received a theatre industry
recognised charter mark for its
work to make the venue safe and
welcoming.
The much-loved local venue has
been granted the use of Society of
London Theatre and UK Theatre’s
‘See It Safely’ mark. The mark certifies that The Lights is complying
with the latest Government and
theatre industry COVID-19 guidelines to ensure the safety of their
staff and audiences.
It comes ahead of the venue staging its small, but perfectly formed,
winter season with a short run of
shows designed to appeal to a wide
audience. With theatrical comedy,
stand-up, music and something for
the little ones at Christmas, the
venue is hoping to entice audiences
back to the theatre after several
months of Covid disruption.
Measures to keep audiences, staff
and volunteers safe include social
distancing, enhanced cleaning,
ticketless entry, multiple sanitising points and a cashless booking
system. The venue has also introduced a peace of mind bookings
and refund policy.

You can find out more about the
steps taken to both make and keep
the venue safer at: www.thelights.
org.uk/visiting/covid-19 Customers
are encouraged to visit the page
before booking and then prior to
attending as advice may be subject
to change. All ticket holders will
receive an up-to-date information
sheet shortly before they attend
their chosen show.
The Lights team are confident

others from my theatre work or acting
and also those that followed me during
my days as a pop star. It is also lovely to
see a new generation in the audiences
as daughters are joining their mums at
my concerts because they have grown
up listening to my music.
My concert will be a mix of old and
new music. Live performance is not just
bread and butter for performers but
feeds our souls and we all feel deprived
of being able to play. I always play my
hits as that is what people expect to
hear and I would not want to disappoint
anyone that has come to see me.
I have really progressed as an artist
so people can expect to hear an eclectic
mix of music covering favourites of mine
including Gerry Rafferty and James
Taylor as well as the MacCrimmon’s
Lament which audiences in the south of
England seem to enjoy just as much as
audiences in remote parts of Scotland.

that, although customers may see
some changes around the venue,
the team’s usual customer service
and friendly faces remain the same.
They want the customer experience
at The Lights to be a positive one
and are delighted to be able to welcome people back - albeit for limited
shows and events at the moment.
For more information about The
Lights select season of special pilot
events visit www.thelights.org.uk.

advice for any young performers who
have just finished training and have
no opportunities available to them?
I am sorry, I have no answer to that
question. When I am on tour, 10 other
people also have work too but when I
am not working, neither are they. It is
just devastating, one of my sons is a
full time musician and his diary has
literally emptied and as a parent, that
is heart-breaking to watch.
Your autobiography, A Shirt Box Full
of Songs is also being released on
paperback, what can people expect
to learn about you on the pages of
this book?
There are eleven years’ worth of
updates as the hardback edition was
released in 2009 so I hope it will be a
good read for anyone who picks it up,
whether they read the original book
or not.
Barbara Dickson’s brand-new album,
Time Is Going Faster, will be released
on October 30th.
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Window Wanderland
Workshops Dates Set

Local
Poetry
Book
To Help
Mental
Health
THE Monster of Wherwell Abbey, St Mary’s
Church and Viking raider Olaf Trygvasson
all make appearances in poetry form in a
forthcoming book by Andover poet Dan
Hooks.
Dan has been encouraging seasoned and
budding poets to put pen to paper about
stories from in and around Andover. The
final poems have been chosen and the book
which will be available in time for Christmas is being published by local company
Bulpitt Print.
‘An Anthology of Andover Poems’ will
contain 18 poems written by local people
about our town. Dan shared: “Poetry is
a great way to concentrate the brain and
release some creative energy.
At Love Andover HQ, we frequently hold
poetry meetings where we discuss, evolve
and produce new poetry on a wide range of
subjects. It’s great to see so many people
get involved in this project and we’re looking forward to the book being available for
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purchase next month.”
Proceeds from the book will go to support
Andover Rocks, an annual event which uses
music therapy to maintain and improve
mental wellbeing.
Paul Williams from Andover Rocks added:
“ We have funded some exciting local projects in our four years of running, and have
a lot more planned for the coming years.
Dan is an extremely valued member of
the team and we are delighted that he has
chosen Rocks as the charity he wishes to
support with this exciting venture.
Poems about Andover’s history such as
the Workhouse Scandal of the mid-1800s
and the beauty of Ladies’ Walk and the history of Dead Man’s Plack are all included
in the publication. Participating poets
include Carole Payne, Andy Pomphrey
and Elwyn Bull.
For more information about the work
that Andover Rocks does please either visit
www.andover-rocks.co.uk.”

THINKING about getting involved
with Andover Window Wanderland
this winter but not quite sure what
to do for your window display? Then
join a free, workshop for inspiration…
Andover Window Wanderland is
calling for residents to take part as
window makers and to open their
curtains and create window displays
to amuse, entertain, and create a
little magic for all to share on 28
and 29 November between 5-9pm.
It is completely free to take part
and everyone is welcome. A display
could be as simple as a candle, book
or fairy-lights in a window; it could
recreate some lockdown artwork or
share a favourite thing about winter.
Anything goes… as long as it’s family
friendly! Together these windows
will form a wonderful winter walking
trail, which everyone can participate
in by coming out to enjoy.
To help bring ideas to life and
plan out window installations, Test
Valley Borough Council have put
together a series of workshops in
community venues across Andover
that prospective window makers can
attend for free.
Workshops will be held at Augusta
Park Community Centre and King
Arthurs Way Hall on Tuesday 27
October at 10am,11:30am,1:30pm
and 3pm.
At the same times, on Wednesday
28 October, you can join in workshops
at St Michael’s Hall; at The Phoenix
Centre on Thursday 29th October
and at The Lights on Friday 30th
October.
Weekend workshops will be held
on Saturday 7 November and Saturday 14 November at Picket Twenty at
2pm & 3:30pm and at 10am, 11.30am,
1.30pm and 3pm at the Chantry Centre on Saturday 7th November and
St. Paul’s Church & Community Centre, Smannell Road on the Saturday
14th November.
Please contact The Lights Box

Office to book your free place on one
of the Covid secure workshops. The
Box Office is open for telephone calls
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am – 2pm: 01264 368368.
Workshops will last approximately
1 hour and places can be booked for
up to groups of 6, so people can book
in their own bubbles. Participants
aged 11+ must wear a face covering
unless exempt. Workshop leaders
will provide materials and equipment
for the session and advice on what
else you will need to create your
window at home.
Local companies, Fusion Office
Supplies and Lee Filters have both
offered sponsorship in kind to provide all the materials required in
the workshops.
Each workshop venue will have a
track and trace QR code and details
will also be held through The Lights
box office when booking.
Leader of Test Valley Borough

Council, Councillor Phil North, said:
“This is a wonderful project to help
foster the community spirit we are
lucky to have across Andover. Residents and whole neighbourhoods are
encouraged to take part in creating
window displays for people to enjoy
as part of the walking trail on 28 and
29 November. The free workshops
are an added bonus to help window
makers develop ideas and encourage
maximum creativity. I can’t wait to
see the results!”
Residents who are unable to
attend a free workshop will also
be able to benefit from an online
video which will be available during
November.
For general information about
the Andover Window Wanderland
project, including how to take part
or register your window, or to see
the map of the walking trails, then
visit: www.windowwanderland.com/
event/andover-2020.

Children’s Christmas Card
Competition is Launched
LEADER of Test Valley Borough Council, Cllr Phil North has
launched a Children’s Christmas
Card Competition.
The competition is open to
children of all ages, split across
5 categories: 0-4; 5-8; 9-11; 12-15
and 15-18, with the winner of each
category receiving a goody bag of
craft items. The overall winner will
receive £50 in vouchers for an independent shop of their choice donated
by Cllr North, in addition to their
design featuring on the front of his
Christmas card for 2020.
Cllr North explained: “Christmas
is fast approaching and considering it’s been such an extraordinary
time, I thought I’d run a competition
to try and capture the community

spirit of 2020 into my Christmas
You can download an entry form
card design for this year.
online at: www.philnorth.org/post/
The closing date is Friday 6th children-s-christmas-card-comNovember so a great activity for petition
Thank you & good luck!”
children to do during half-term.
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Perfect pumpkin recipes
WITH pumpkins being one of the most popular sights
throughout October, they are a versatile and tasty seasonal ingredient. Use small culinary pumpkins, not the

carving Halloween ones, to make one of these autumnal
recipes.

Pumpkin
black dhal
SERVING vegan guests at a dinner
party? This is the recipe you need.
The contrast between the rich black
dhal and orange roasted pumpkin is
truly stunning. Drizzle in the herb
and almond sauce for a fabulous final
flourish.

Ingredients
300g brown lentils
1 pumpkin sliced into 2cm wedges
2 red onions, cut into wedges
1 tbsp garam masala
1 tsp chilli powder
A few glugs olive oil
3 fat garlic cloves, crushed
5cm piece fresh ginger, grated
2 tbsp tomato purée
1 vegan vegetable stock pot or cube
30g vegan spread
For the sauce
50g blanched almonds, toasted in a
dry pan
Large handful fresh coriander, chopped
Small handful fresh mint, chopped
1 green chilli, deseeded and chopped

1 tbsp tamarind purée
Juice 1-2 lemons
Pinch chaat masala

Method
Rinse the lentils in 3-4 changes of clean
water, then drain, tip into a large pan,
cover with water and soak for 30 minutes. Drain, then return to the pan and
cover with fresh water. Bring to the boil,
cook for 10 minutes, then reduce the
heat to a simmer and cook for about 45
minutes or until just tender. Keep an
eye on the lentils and if the pan gets
dry, add more water. Use a metal spoon
to skim off any scum that rises to the
surface.

Mea nwhi le, heat t he oven to
200°C/180°C fan/gas 6. Toss the pumpkin/squash, onions, garam masala and
chilli with a good glug of oil in a large
roasting tray, then cook for 35-40 minutes, turning halfway, until tender and
golden.
Once cool enough to handle, transfer
half the pumpkin and onions to a board.
Remove and discard the pumpkin skin,
then roughly chop the pumpkin flesh
and onion wedges and set aside.
Heat another glug of oil in a large
pan and gently fry the garlic and ginger for about 5 minutes, then stir in
the tomato purée. Add the drained
lentils, the stock and just enough water
to cover. Bring to a simmer and cook,
uncovered, for about 15 minutes, stirring frequently, until thick and creamy.
Add the chopped pumpkin and onion,
along with the vegan spread (and cream
if using; see tip), then mix until smooth.
Taste, season with salt and pepper and
keep warm.
Pound all the sauce ingredients in
a pestle and mortar or whizz in a mini
food processor until the mixture forms
a loose paste. Season to taste.
Top the dhal with the rest of the
roasted pumpkin wedges and onions,
then drizzle over the herb and Almond
sauce to serve.

Quinoa risotto
with pumpkin
and spinach
Try our gluten-free risotto recipe made
with pumpkin, quinoa and lots of fresh
herbs.

Ingredients
½ small pumpkin, peeled and cut into
2.5cm pieces
2-3 tbsp cold-pressed extra-virgin olive
oil
1 onion, chopped
4 garlic cloves, crushed
200g quinoa, rinsed and drained
750ml hot vegetable stock or water
400g tin chopped tomatoes
1 tbsp chopped fresh herbs
½ tsp sea salt
Grated zest and juice 1 lemon
1 tbsp cider vinegar
150g baby spinach

Method
Heat the oven to 200°C/fan180°C/gas 6.

Put the pumpkin in a baking tray and
roast for 30 minutes, turning halfway
through.
Meanwhile make the risotto. Heat
the olive oil in a large, wide saucepan
over a low-medium heat, then fry the
onion and garlic for 5 minutes or until
the onion is translucent, stirring often.
Clear one side of the pan and add
the quinoa. Stir the quinoa in its half
of the pan for 1 minute or until slightly
crisp, then stir to combine with the
onion and garlic.
Increase the heat and add the hot
vegetable stock or water 1 ladleful at
a time, stirring constantly, letting the
quinoa mixture absorb each ladleful
before adding the next.
Add the chopped tomatoes, herbs,
sea salt, lemon zest, 2 tbsp lemon juice
and cider vinegar to the risotto. Cook
for a further 10 minutes or until the
quinoa is tender but still slightly al
dente.
Stir through the spinach and roasted
pumpkin, then cook for 5 minutes more.
Taste and season with salt, black pepper and extra lemon juice, if required,
then serve.

Live and local at the Lights
The Lights, West Street, Andover, SP10 1AH

Special edition winter season at The Lights!

Choice Grenfell

Comedy
Thursday, 12 November
at 7.30pm

Carl Hutchinson is
allowed to play out
again!
Comedy

Saturday, 21 November
at 7.30pm

Moscow Drug Club
Music

Saturday, 12 December
at 8pm

Who Goes There, Little
Snow Hare
Family theatre 3+

Saturday, 19 December at
1.30pm and 4.30pm

Santa’s Christmas
Cracker
Family theatre 2+

Wednesday, 23 December
at 10.30am and 1.30pm

The Lights has been accredited as a Covid safe venue by Test Valley Borough Council. Ticket holders can also be reassured by the new ‘peace of mind’ booking and refund policy. Full details
can be found on the website, alongside lots of Covid related information which is an essential read before booking or attending events: https://www.thelights.org.uk/visiting/covid-19

To Book a great night out in Andover Call: 01264 368368 www.thelights.org.uk
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Make sure your home is more
energy efficient this autumn
AS the colder nights draw in, more of
us are reaching for the thermostat,
but what are the benefits of running a
more energy efficient home?
Research from Migrate found that
Thursday 17th October was the 2019
date when the UK collectively turned
on their heating, making it the peak
energy season and when homebuyers
will see their bills increase.
People are spending more time at
home than ever before, meaning energy
bills from working from home are set
to increase.
Rob Allen, Sales Director at David
Wilson Homes Southern, explained
some of the benefits of buying a brand

new property: “Our new homes are
significantly more insulated and therefore more energy efficient than older
properties, so not only does this save
our customers on their energy bills,
there are also huge benefits to the
environment.
We understand homebuyers’ needs
are changing as they begin to spend
more and more time at home, and our
properties are expertly designed to
accommodate this.
As the cold weather sets in, people are
concerned about the energy efficiency
of their homes and want to know they’ll
be able to keep them warm in the winter
without costing them a fortune.”

Planning for the future

LOCAL MP Kit Malthouse met with
Housing minister Chris Pincher
along with Phil North, Leader of Test
Valley Borough Council to discuss
local housing, planning and environmental issues.
Kit would like the government to
make it mandatory for the local treatment works to strip nitrates out of
the sewage that ends up in the River
Anton, so that housebuilding can
restart in Test Valley.
Kit shared: “We need to build more
houses for the young, make them
beautiful and high quality, and protect our beautiful area at the same
time. Our current planning system
is complex and slow. It takes an average of seven years to make a housing
plan for an area and five years to get
permission to build. This is often followed by the slow delivery of homes as
well as the roads, schools, hospitals
and other community infrastructure
needed to support them. We need a
simpler and faster planning system.
The ‘ Planning for the Future’ white
paper sets out proposals for a more

diverse and competitive housing
industry, in which smaller builders
can thrive alongside the big players,
where all pay a fair share of the costs
of infrastructure, and where planning
permissions are swiftly turned into
homes. This is out for consultation and
I urge you to have your say. We want to
hear as many voices as possible and
details can be found at: https://www.
gov.uk/government/consultations/
planning-for-the-future.
When I was housing minister I
made very clear my position that the
countryside and our Area of Outstanding Beauty should be protected, and
that young people need good quality
and affordable houses in which to live.
I still believe that squaring this circle
should be left to local people through
the neighbourhood planning process,
which has been used successfully
across North West Hampshire. I will
continue to champion and promote
this principle, that planning should
be done with and by local people, not
something that feels like it is done
to them.”

Green Homes Grant Welcomed
A trade body representing a substantial
part of Andover’s economy has welcomed a £3 billion boost for the building
industry.
The Builders Merchants Federation
(BMF), which represents manufacturers
of building materials and merchants
across the county, hopes the Government’s new Green Homes Grant will
create more jobs in this sector.
Louise Polston, London and South
East Regional Chairman of the Builders’ Merchants Federation, (BMF) said:
“We hope the Green Homes Grant will
give renewed impetus to help people
and companies move towards a low- or
zero-carbon future in their homes and
workplaces in Andover. With 80 percent
of building materials manufactured by
our members in the UK, and the products sold through builders merchants
at the heart of their local communities
in the area, this is an important sector,
which will be key to the recovery of our
local and national economy.”
However, the national trade body
Property Care Association (PCA), is
urging caution in the process when it
comes to installing insulation.
PCA technical manager, James Berry,
says lessons from the past need to be
applied to ensure homes are not left with
long-term problems in this latest round
of investment from the Government.
Mr Berry said: “While we are supporters of the Green Homes Grant Scheme
and welcome its introduction to help
improve the housing stock across the
country, we need to keep an eye on
some of the issues caused in the past
by poorly installed insulation. When
applied properly, insulation is invaluable to keep homes warm and comfortable and to address excessive energy

James Berry
usage. However, over the years we’ve
seen the problems caused by poorly
designed, badly executed, rushed and
ill-maintained retrofit insulation in
previous schemes. Householders should
be aware of the issues, to prevent the
same problems arising again.
It can be a complex area and the best
course of action for homeowners is to
arrange for detailed pre-installation
checks on their property before any
insulation is applied. That element of
pre-planning will help avert major issues
emerging in the future.”
The Green Homes Grant is expected
to support 100,000 jobs in green con-

struction and is part of a wider plan to
upgrade the nation’s buildings as the
UK aims to reach zero net emissions by
2050. £2 billion has been earmarked for
home upgrades, with a further £1 billion dedicated to improving the energy
efficiency of public buildings. The grant
will fund up to two thirds of the cost of
home improvements up to £5,000 and
will cover projects such as insulation
of walls, floors and roofs to replacing
windows with double or triple glazing.
Low-carbon power options are also
covered by the grant – which could
save householders up to £600 a year
on energy bills.
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Your regular puzzle challenge

ObserverMotors
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Peugeot 208 GT Line 1.2L PureTech 130 EAT8 S&S Automatic
By Tony Yates
I have spoken many times about how I
am still not convinced that we need low
power eco cars with less than 100bhp.
So as you can imagine, when I was
given the 208 GT Line PureTech 130
to test recently, I suddenly started to

get all excited, because for once I was
testing a small eco inspired vehicle
that had more than a hundred horses
rampaging from under the bonnet
Saying that I don’t think any of us
really know what a real eco-car is all
about. For instance, does ‘eco’ mean it
has less power than my lawnmower - or
does it mean it’s made with recycled

material. Well, I don’t know, but what
I can tell you is that anything with less
than 100bhp will in my book - pretty
much destroy your social life in an
instant if you decide to drive it anywhere
further than the end of your driveway.
As for the new 208 GT-Line, well let’s
see if Peugeot has managed to make
something special.

Power and efficiency
My test car was fitted with a 1.2
PureTech petrol engine that produces
129bhp. The engine is smooth and very
responsive on the road, with plenty of
power considering it’s just a small little 1.2L unit. Top speed also comes in
around 129mph and you can expect a
0-62 time of 8.7sec. Fuel consumption
is also decent, and I managed with very
little effort 50+mpg.

On the road
The 208 is a very playful little thing
and although it’s not one of the best I
have driven recently, it’s not the worst
either. Into the corners – it feels tight,
but also very controlled, which is a good
thing – because there is nothing worse

than owning a small car with suspension so hard that even the smoothest of
roads feels like you just entered some
sort of rally stage.

Design and technology
The 208 has a lovely interior with clear
and presentable dials and switches
which are laid out in such a way that it’s
quite refreshing - although the instrument panel does seem quite high up on
the dashboard. There are also lots of
upmarket materials used around the
cockpit which gives the 208 a classy feel
thanks to Peugeot using fine quality
materials throughout.
We come to expect a lot nowadays
from car manufacturers, and the 208
comes with an array of kit such as; Bluetooth® telephone facility, DAB Radio
(Digital Audio Broadcasting) Mirror
Screen®: (Apple CarPlayTM, Android
Auto and MirrorLink®) 6-Speaker radio,
ABS with EBD (Electronic Braking Distribution and EBA (Emergency Braking
Assistance) Adaptive driver and front
passenger airbags (includes passenger
airbag deactivation function) Driver and
front passenger-side airbags, Front and

rear curtain airbags, Alarm (Thatcham
Category 1 approved) Electronic code
immobiliser, ESP (Electronic Stability
Programme) with Hill Start Assist,
Automatic headlights, ‘follow me home’
headlights and automatic windscreen
wipers.
Plus; PEUGEOT i-Cockpit®: Compact
steering wheel, PEUGEOT 3D i-Cockpit®: Configurable 3D head-up instrument panel, PEUGEOT i-Cockpit®: 7.0”
capacitive colour touchscreen, Push
button start, Automatic air conditioning, Electric parking brake, Parking
sensors – front and rear, Visio Park 1:
180° Colour Reversing Camera and Dark
tinted rear side and tailgate windows.

To sum up
The 208 is a very good vehicle, but
the market is flooded right now with
cars all offering the same. To be honest, I’m not sure if Peugeot has done
enough to make the 208 stand out from
a crowd. Saying that, it is a pretty little
thing - and that in my book makes it a
winner already.
From £23,350 as tested.

01264 772728

www.redpostservices.co.uk
Units 1-2 Mayﬁeld Avenue Industrial Estate, Fyﬁeld Road, Weyhill, Andover, Hampshire, SP11 8HU

36 | MOTORS

Thursday, October 22, 2020

01264 883100 www.loveandover.com

Drivers warned about
penalties for faulty tyres
MOTORISTS could face both large
fines and hikes to their insurance
premiums if they drive with defective tyres.
Throughout October’s Tyre Safety
Month drivers are being reminded
to check tyres before travelling on
the road.
Motorists can be fined up to £2,500
for each faulty tyre and given three
points on their driving licence. If the
police see another tyre falling short
of the law it doubles to £5,000 and six
points. Four faulty tyres could even
see the maximum 12 points; resulting in the loss of a driving licence.
Commercial vehicle drivers can
find themselves with the same fines,
even if the car or van is owned by
their employer - with their firms
subject to maximum penalties of
up to £20,000.
Greg Wilson, founder of Quotezone.co.uk, explained: “While the
complexity of insurance premium
calculations makes it impossible
to put a pounds-and-pence figure
on it, on average three penalty
points could result in a 5% jump in
a driver’s car insurance premium,
while six penalty points could see
the cost of their insurance rise by
an eye-watering 25%. Also bear in
mind that most driving convictions

must be declared to insurance providers for five years – even if the
penalty points are removed from
your licence after four.
With a lot more cars parked at
home at the moment, you would
imagine tyres are in better condition than normal, with fewer miles

recorded for wear and tear but it
is crucial that you give your car
the proper TLC before travelling.
It’s also important as the weather
gets worse to fill up on oil and water
and maybe even take a shorter test
journey before a big drive to make
sure your battery is working well.”
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LEARNING SERVICES
- Servicing of all
makes of vehicle

- MOTs arranged

- Toyota and
Japanese make
specialist

- FREE Local
Collection and
Delivery

Class 4, 5 &7 MOTS, Taxi
Compliance Tests, MOT repairs,
Maintenance, Servicing &
Recovery, Self Drive Van Rental

servicing,
repairs and
diagnostics
SERVICING,
REPAIRS
servicing,
repairs
and
diagnostics
Concept
House,

AND DIAGNOSTICS

Bell Road,
Basingstoke RG24 8FB

Approved Garage

JC Auto Repairs isTel:
an 01256 321680
independant workshop
JC Auto Repairs is an
Email: info@landmautocare.co.uk
open on the Portway
Industrial Estate in
independant workshop
Andover.
open on the Portway
Although we specialise in Peugeot
cars, we are able to undertake repairs
on all makes and models.

01264 332 126

Want to become a qualified
MOT Tester?
Get hands on Knowledge
from the experts.
We provide training,
consultancy and refresher
courses for MOT testers
and Workshop Managers.
MOT Learning Services can
be trusted as the true
experts within the field to
train future MOT
technicians to the very
highest of standards, at our
state-of-the-art MOT
Training Centre in
Basingstoke, Hampshire.
The MOT Tester Training is
delivered by our highly
qualified and professional
staff including a former
DVSA officer with over ten
years experience and an
in-depth knowledge of the
MOT scheme.

01256 321680

email info@motlearningservices.co.uk
www.motlearningservices.co.uk

Industrial Estate in
Andover.

Although we specialise in Peugeot
cars, we are able to undertake repairs
on all makes and models.

BLUE PETER GARAGE

01264 332 126

LOCAL PEUGEOT SPECIALIST

Portway Industrial Estate, Andover, Hampshire, SP10

JC Auto Repairs is an
independant workshop open
on the Portway Industrial
Estate Industrial
in Andover. Estate, Andover,
Portway
Although we specialise in Peugeot cars,
we are able to undertake repairs on all
makes and models.

01264 332 126

Portway Industrial Estate,
Andover, Hampshire, SP10

“We are one of the largest independent family owned
and run garages in Basingstoke”

● Servicing
of all makes of vehicle
Hampshire,
SP10

● MOT’s Cars & Light Commercials
● MOT’s Transit Size Vehicles/Motor Homes (Class 7)
● All MOT repairs carried out including welding
● Clutches ● Exhausts ● Tyres

e
Houmality
of Qand
ice
v
r
e
S

www.bluepetergarage.com
Unit 6 Moniton Trading Estate, West Ham Lane, Basingstoke RG22 6NQ

01256 810707
service@bluepetergarage.com
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A Lady

To advertise please
call 01264 883100

Painter/Decorator
l
l
l
l

Free Estimates
Reasonable Prices
Interior and exterior
Apprenticeship served
20 years experience

10% Discount OAP’s

01256 819785

07970 454226

APOLLO

Satellite
and Aerial
Services

●TV & Radio Aerials
● TV Wall Mounting, Installation & Cabling
● Satellite Installation & Repair
● CCTV ● Audio Systems
● Networking & Wi-Fi

Boiler Installation/Repair
Central Heating Engineer
General Plumbing
Solar Heating

Tel: 0800 4488515
Mob: 07772919035
www.iplumb.net

Services

Call: 0118 9810002
Or: 01256 811 288

ALL SEASONS

D Ray L A N D S C A P I N G
OLD DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS
PRESSURE CLEANED
AND REGROUTED

NEW DRIVEWAYS
BRICKWORK
DRIVEWAY EXTENDED
NATURAL STONE PATIOS
PINEWOOD FENCING
& GATES
● TREES / HEDGES
REMOVED
● ALL GROUNDWORK
& DRAINAGE
●
●
●
●
●

Andover Turf
Company
andoverturf.co.uk

To advertise your
business services
here, please call

01264 889769

01264 883100.

For quality lawn turf, top soil and solid fuels.
SP11 8SG

Under Floor Heating
Bathroom Refurbishment
Power Flushing

TEL:

1 52
07857 61868 250
0118 9d8scaping@gmail.com

ylan
Email: danra

Local, Professional Tree Services
No Job too Big or too Small
● Hedge Cutting
● Tree Pruning, Thinning and Maintenance
● Stump and Root Removal
● Tree felling and Limb Removal
● Domestic and Commercial Tree Work
● Site Clearance
● Logs and Firewood delivery

Monster Tree Services
ross.stickland@monstertreeservices.co.uk

07872 567381
www.monstertreeservices.co.uk

@loveandover

@loveandover
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All square again for Andover Town then a
win sees them through to next round of cup
ANDOVER’S away day blues continued in the league as they racked up
their third straight draw on the road
and lost ground to current league leaders, Laverstock & Ford.
Andover went into the game missing
a number of players through injury and
suspension. Zac Hine and Josh Bertie
were both suspended, Tom Pattison
and Michael Donovan were carrying
knocks whilst Howard Nhemachena
was unavailable for selection. However,
Scott Walker returned from a back
injury to take his place in the starting
11 and Bradley Charles came in for
his debut.
After an explosive second 45 minutes
against Whitchurch in the previous
game which saw Andover run out 4-1
victors, the away side looked to start
the game in the same vein but lacked
a cutting edge despite Ben Emans and
Josh Hewson causing problems when
running with the ball. The game was
played out in the middle of the park with
Brendan Holmes, Callum Sweeney and
Harry Barkaway trying to establish a
foothold in the game but being denied
BroonsPics Sports Photography
by a hardworking East Cowes side.
When called into action, George Baxter
looked assured in goal, making several
decent saves to thwart the home side. succumbed to an earlier knock and making several stops before East Cowes the advancing Baxter to put the home
went ahead, Sam Kirby beating the side in front. It could have been 2-0
Both sides went in at the break goalless was replaced with Stamburi.
The second half opened up, Baxter offside trap and firing the ball under soon after, the ball ending up in the
although Andover skipper, Holmes,

net but the linesman’s flag had already
indicated an offside in the build up.
Andover began to exert some pressure
without creating too many chances.
As an element of frustration was
creeping in, an Emans corner was
met by Josh Hewson to head in from
close range. With 15 minutes still to go,
the momentum was behind Andover.
Sweeney’s set pieces caused some problems without causing the goalkeeper
too much difficulty. Still, East Cowes
looked dangerous on the break but
neither side were able to find a winner.
Andover will be disappointed to drop
further behind at the top of the division
but East Cowes were fully deserved of
at least a point. Andover’s unbeaten
run stretches to 8 games but they are
fully aware that results need to pick up
on the road and with some big hitters
returning to the squad over the next few
weeks, they will hope this is the case.
East Cowes 1 – 1 Andover Town.
On Tuesday evening, Andover Town
secured their place in the next round
of the Wessex League Cup following
their third round away victory against
Blackfield & Langley after winning 2-3.
The first goal was secured with a
Callum Sweeney penalty on 20 minutes
followed up with 2 goals from Joshua
Bertie either side of half time at 30
minutes and 56 Minutes.

Action packed weekend for CK Andover Teams So Close for
IT has been another busy few days
for the CK Andover Teams as Club
Secretary Melissa James explained:
“CK A secured an excellent first win
of the season with another battling
performance. It is a huge credit to the
squad that with players missing they
can still step up and give a huge performance like this.
We trailed at half time and even
though we had a good amount of time
with the ball, we lacked any penetration and could not move up the field
quickly enough to provide support for
our lone striker.
At half time we spoke about using the
wings and width more and that gave us
time to then move up the field more as
a unit. Right from the beginning of the
second half we looked more of a threat. It
was substitute Josh Bishop who slotted
home the equaliser with a fine finish.
We then looked the more likely to get
the winner although Renegades always
looked dangerous on the break. It was
a great move that grabbed the points.
Kial Mumford chesting the ball down
and volleying wide to Nathan Ripley who
skipped past his marker and crossed for
Player of the Match Josh Bishop again
to excellently finish.
CK B travelled to Tidworth looking
for our first 3 points. From the outset we
were the stronger team with Tidworth
relying on vocal and physical tactics
and very little skill. A very strong CK
back four ensured keeper Deven was
never really tested and despite several
chances we only went into half time
one up.
The second half was very much like
the first. Full time result was 0-2, very
happy with our first 3 points in the Basingstoke league and keen to get going

again next week.
U11s played away to Broughton on
Saturday. We made a little change with
the set up of the team, wow what a difference! We scored 4 goals in a half and
the team were brilliant. We lost the
second half 5-1 but what I was watching
was so encouraging. Goal scorers were
Fin and Leo who both scored twice and
Josh who scored once.
The U17s had a home fixture in the
Test Way Youth League Cup against
Upper Clatford U18s.
We started off on the front foot and
took control of the match early-on playing some neat football, it took us about
15 mins to find the back of the net from
a curling shot from Ciaran only for the
referee to blow his whistle for a free kick

just as he was striking the ball, luckily
up stepped Ben to fire the resulting
free-kick past the keeper with a beautiful strike 1-0.
Within 10 minutes we increased the
lead from a free kick on the right with
Eddie meeting the ball with a beautiful
glancing header giving their keeper no
chance 2-0, half time.
We made a few changes at half time,
and the lads went out again and took
control of the game.
With about 60mins gone Mark got
on the end of a through ball, striking a
thunderous shot past their keeper 3-0,
minutes later Mark hit his second with
a pearler of a shot from outside the box
4-0, with 10mins to go Mark completed
his Hat-trick again getting on the end of

a through ball and placing the ball into
the bottom right corner 5-0.
A well deserved win, with a solid team
performance and pleasing to put our
names in the hat for the next round.
CK Under 12s hosted Division 2
side South Newton and Wishford in
the League Cup in another good performance, unfortunately once again
broken up by little mistakes caused by
small lapses in concentration, meaning
we lost 6-1.
U13 Saints took on Andover Town in
a league game. I can’t praise the boys
highly enough for their performance, the
attitude, communication and positivity
was fantastic throughout. Really good
to see the boys bounce back after last
week. Final score 4-3 to us.
U13 Royals had a tough game against
an on-form Bishops Waltham Dynamos.
We started positively but it wasn’t our
day. Unfortunately our heads dropped
after conceding and from there it was
a downward spiral.
The boys had some great individual
moments and showed a glimpse of what
they are truly capable of, if they can
combine those together they will become
a truly great team.
Plenty of hard work on the training
field in the weeks ahead, I know they
can do it.
Final score 8-0.”
CK Andover FC continued with their
club development, hosting free open
training sessions for boys and girls
aged 7, 8 and 9, interested in joining
a team. Long time CK manager Andy
James hosted the session for the 8th
consecutive year and lots of fun was
had by all. For information on joining
please contact the Club Secretary on
07823778490.

New Street
By Tim Bates

ANDOVER New Street lost 4-2 to Alton
on Saturday afternoon at home in what
was a cracking encounter.
Things started very well for the hosts
as the charismatic Danny Urry converted
a penalty by smashing it into the bottom
right hand corner with his trusted right
foot. After their very early lead, Alton
clawed their way back into the game when
number seven, Perkins, equalised after 26
minutes.
In the second half, Alton took the lead
with a well worked goal that left Street
goalkeeper Sean O’Brien stranded. Street
weren’t about to give up without a fight
and number nine, Denham, sent a strike
hurtling into the top corner making things
all square at 2-2.
From then onwards, things went
downhill for Street. A poor clearance from
O’Brien led to a superbly struck first-time
volley from Alton number nine, Sanderson.
His strike thundered into the back of the
net. Sanderson then finished the game off
not long afterwards with a header from
close range.
The unforced errors by Street led to
their demise and the game could have been
theirs, had these errors not happened. My
man of the match this week goes to Street
substitution Kai Sterne. As soon as Sterne
came on the pitch he was outstanding
down the left side with his superb dribbling
and hold up play. Danny Urry also had
another very good game. Alton’s number
nine, Sanderson, was outstanding and a
thorn in Street’s side all afternoon.
Street now head to Fawley AFC for a
much needed league win.
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100 points for Archer
as GP2 season finishes
By Jeremy Ryan
ANDOVER Moto2 racer Jake Archer
finished the British GP2 Cup 2020
season with an eighth and sixth place
finish to see him finish the season on
100 points and eighth in the overall
standings.
On Friday the Moto2 riders enjoyed
two dry free practice sessions which
saw Archer improve his lap time almost
a second in an encouraging start to the
weekend. Overnight rain fell at Brands
Hatch. However, with the riders out late
morning a narrow dry line had begun
to appear on the 2.7 mile Kent circuit.
With slicks fitted Archer circulated
cautiously to start with as he gained
confidence with the surface. By the
end of the session he managed a time
of 1:31.621 which put him 21st on the
combined Supersport/GP2 grid and
8th in his class.
Temperatures were cold for Saturday
afternoon’s 12-lap Sprint Race which
took part in the fading light of the late

afternoon. Archer spent the entire
race in close proximity to the rear
wheels of fellow GP2 rider Cameron
Horsman and Supersport class rider
of Australian Tom Toparis. He moved
up from 21st to 17th over the course
of the race remaining 8th in the GP2
class at the flag.
In race two on Sunday afternoon,
Archer made a great start gaining four
places on the opening lap although he
remained 8th in the GP2 class. The
race then took a familiar turn as he
once again found himself battling
with GP2 rider Cameron Horsman
and Supersport rider Toparis early on.
Horsman managed to pass Toparis at
the midway stage and it looked like he
might break-away from Archer. A few
laps later and the Kovara Projects rider
also overtook the Supersport rider and
began to chase Horsman.
The two then caught GP2 rider Dan
Jones. The three riders fought a battle for fifth spot in the GP2 category
with Archer through on Jones with
three laps to go. Horsman had made

a move a lap or two earlier but Archer
was soon on his back wheel. Despite
applying intense pressure on the final
lap Archer could not find a way through
and crossed the finish line 6th just 0.155
seconds behind Horsman.
Archer scored points in 11 of the 12
races and then one he did not score in
was the result of an electrical fault. His
18-point haul over this final weekend
took his championship point tally to
100 and 8th overall in the championship standings.
Jake Archer commented: “I was
really pleased to get the sixth place
finish in race two and be so close to a
top five finish. It was an unusual season
with just the six rounds and no spectators but I have really enjoyed it. I have
to thank the team Kovara Projects by
RS Racing for a great bike all season,
also all my sponsors who if I did not
have them I wouldn’t be racing. Thanks
to: Citylifting, Erwin Hymer Centre,
Euroclad, Sureweld, Radmat, Griffin
Cleaning, Four Ways Property Maintenance, and of course HJC Helmets.”
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