
WITH the national lockdown lifting 
yesterday, Wednesday 2nd December, 
much of Andover is once again open 
for business and hoping that local resi-
dents are going to show their support 
by shopping locally.

Andover, along with the rest of 
Hampshire has been placed in Tier 
2 which means that many businesses 
forced to close their doors on the 5th 
November are now open to welcome 
customers back through their doors 
in the run up to Christmas.

The news that High Street stalwarts 
Arcadia and Debenhams have gone into 
administration will change the national 
retail landscape forever so shopping 
locally is even more important than 
ever before.

Local MP Kit Malthouse commented: 
“Andover is reopening, now let’s sup-
port local. Thankfully we’re seeing the 
number of Covid cases come down as 
a result of our collective efforts and 
as I write this, Andover is once again 
reopening its shops, gyms, pubs and 
churches.

This comes just in time for Small 
Business Saturday this weekend, albeit 
it will have a different look and feel this 
year. I encourage you to support our 
fantastic local businesses in person 
and online - of course as you do, please 
remember to keep your distance, wear 
your mask, and look out for each other.

If you’re an Andover business, 
remember there are various lockdown 
grants available from government. Phil 

North’s team at Test Valley Borough 
Council is also offering grants for local 
start-ups and independent retailers, as 
well as wrap around support services 
and a pop-up business school event.

This year more than ever before, we 
need to support our local independents, 
traders and small businesses as they 
begin to turn things around following 
an exceptionally challenging year. 
I’ll be out and about supporting them 
throughout December and hope to see 
you there too!”

Love Andover’s Ben and Adam took 
to the streets yesterday to learn for 
themselves just what reopening means 
to some of our local businesses.

Dave Stanbridge owner of Tip Top 
Balloons on Union Street shared: 
“Delighted to open again, the last 
month has been atrocious, we have 
been operating a click and collect ser-
vice, but we have lost 80% of business 
over the last month because people 
can’t come into the shop. We did get a 
bit of money from the grant, but that 
doesn’t last by the time you’ve paid the 
rent, business rates and other bills. 
Since reopening we have some great 
Christmas gifts as well as balloons and 
Thornton chocolates, so we’re hoping 
that it will bring people into us. Must 
say a huge thanks to our loyal custom-
ers who have supported us through the 
lockdown, doing deliveries and collec-
tions, which has been nice. Hopefully 
we’ll get more people in the town, but 
it’s a hard time.”

Alex McGarry said “Business as 
usual, everyone knows the rules and 
knows what to do, I’m not packed out 
like supermarkets, so plenty of room 
here to comfortably browse. I’ve got 
some exciting projects on the go, I’ve 
been lucky that I can continue working 
and painting, even though the gallery 
has been physically shut, I’ve had com-
missions through lockdown, so business 
has been good. So I have some great 
Christmas gifts which have been made 
from my paintings, notebooks, mugs, 
greeting cards.”

Love Andover’s Adam Phillips added: 
“We wanted to go around as many of 
the local businesses as possible and 
talk to them about reopening, and we 
haven’t done as many as we would 
like, as they have had customers in 
their shop which is amazing and the 
High Street is buzzing and now more 
so than ever we need to support our 
local shops.”

Now that lockdown restrictions 
have eased, there will be a new pop-
up shopping experience popping up in 
the Chantry Centre each Saturday in 
December, starting from this week, 5th 
December, from 10am – 6pm.

The indoor pop-up market will fea-
ture a wide range of independent arti-
san stalls, with additional guest stalls 
each Saturday.  Traders will include: 
Petal Boutique, with wreaths and fes-
tive decorations, Mr Pickles with chilli 

Smiles all round in 
Shipton Bellinger
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children with a sprinkling of Mary Poppins Magic on page 14.
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TEST Valley Borough Council’s 
(TVBC) car parks will remain free 
for an extra week now that the national 
lockdown has lifted, in a bid to support 
shoppers and local businesses.

Parking charges will resume on 
Thursday 10 December, giving an 
additional seven days for people to pop 
into town and shop locally completely 
free of charge.

Portfolio holder for transport and 
deputy leader, councillor Nick Adams-
King, said: “It’s more important than 
ever before that we support our local 

retailers and town centres, which is 
why we are offering an extra seven 
days’ parking completely free of charge. 
And even after we reinstate the parking 
charges, it’s just £1 for two hours. So 
why not take the opportunity to enjoy 
a wander around town, grab a drink 
and treat yourself and your loved ones 
to some of the many fantastic gifts and 
goodies on offer.”

The authority suspended the charges 
in all its car parks on 5 November to 
coincide with the start of the sec-
ond national lockdown. The author-

ity removed the charges to support 
those heading out to collect supplies for 
themselves and others and to provide 
additional parking for those living in 
and around the town centres who were 
confined to their homes.

Parking will remain free after 4pm 
Monday to Saturday as well as all day 
on Sundays and bank holidays. People 
can also make the most of the year-
round free parking periods at Shep-
herds Spring Lane in Andover.

The free parking applies to TVBC-
owned car parks.

HAMPSHIRE Constabulary have 
issued two witness appeals following 
separate assaults in Andover at the 
weekend.

Police were called to a serious assault 
incident on Roman Way Andover at 
10.52pm on Sunday, 29 November, after a 
27-year-old man was found with multiple 
stab wounds.

A second victim, a 35-year-old man, 

was located on Vespasian Road shortly 
after. He had also suffered multiple 
stab wounds.

Both men sustained serious injuries 
and were taken to Southampton General 
Hospital for treatment.

A 39-year-old man from Andover was 
arrested on suspicion of conspiring 
to cause grievous bodily harm, and a 
39-year-old woman, also from Andover, 

was arrested on suspicion of assisting 
an offender.

Both have been released from cus-
tody but remain under investigation as 
enquiries continue.

Police are keen to speak with anyone 
who has information that may help the 
investigation, and are particularly keen 
to identify two men they wish to speak 
to in connection with this incident.

They are described as: A white man, 
aged around 18-years-old, with a skinny 
build. He was wearing white/beige track-
suit and a thin black jacket, his hood was 
worn up; A black man, aged between 20 
and 30-years-old, average build, with 
plaits in his hair. He was wearing a black 
coat and carrying a black leather bag.

Were you in the area at the time? Per-
haps you recognise these descriptions?

Anyone with information is asked 
to phone 101 with the reference 
44200462257.

Police are also appealing for witnesses 
after a man suffered serious injuries 
after an assault on King Arthur’s Way, 

Andover. The incident happened at 
between 5.15pm and 5.35pm on Satur-
day, 28 November.

The victim, a 39-year-old man, was 
walking through the car-park for The 
Merlin Pub when he was in an alterca-
tion with a group, the victim was then 
assaulted by a man in the group.

He was taken to North Hampshire 
Hospital to be treated for an injury to 
his head.

A second victim, a 39-year-old man, 
was also assaulted and received minor 
injuries.

Officers have conducted a number of 
enquiries and are now turning to the 
public for help.

Anyone with information is asked 
to phone 101 with the reference 
44200460818. Alternatively, you can call 
Crimestoppers 100% anonymously on 
0800 555 111.

Officers will continue to be in the 
area conducting enquiries, but it is not 
believed there is any wider risk to the 
community.

based sauces and pickles including 
the UK’s hottest chilli sauce, Rustic 
Craft Cabin with pyrography gifts, 
Victoria and Isaac with beautiful 
handmade clothes for babies and chil-
dren, Kirsty Colbourne with stocking 
fillers and Christmas decorations and 
Wet Banana with clothing, candles, 
jewellery and art prints.

Leader of Test Valley Borough 
Council, Councillor Phil North, 
said: “Following our purchase of 
the Chantry Centre, the council is 
keen to encourage new enterprise, 
both in the medium term, but also 
in the short-term with the opportu-
nity for pop-ups in vacant units that 
will support and encourage smaller, 
independent traders to gain a High 
Street presence.  The indoor pop-up 
Christmas market is a great way to 
shop local and meet and support 
local artisans.”

In addition to the pop-up indoor 
markets, there will be a family 
Christmas trail around the town 
centre on each of the Saturday’s in 
December.  Sponsored by Waitrose, 
there will be 20 festive tags hidden 
around the town on the 5, 12 and 19 
December – find one and hand it in 
to Waitrose customer services to 
enter a prize draw with a chance to 
win some seasonal goodies.

On Sunday, 13 December there 
will be a special trail to coincide with 
the Christmas Food and Gift Fair.  
Thirty Christmas tags will be hidden 
for children to find one and hand in 
to Waitrose to receive a free prize 
on the day.

Stay local and shop local.
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HARROW Way’s Student Leader-
ship Team has received high praise 
for their work in supporting students 
through the lockdown. The team, 
which is comprised of the school’s 
head girl, deputy and other senior pre-
fects, received their commendation 
from Headteacher Michael Serridge 
recently.

Recognising that the period of lock-
down presented a number of chal-
lenges, Harrow Way’s Student Lead-
ership Team stepped forward to lead 
the production of a series of videos. 
Every week during the lockdown the 
team of six students created a new 
video for the whole school community 
to watch. The focus for each video was 
different with the students tackling a 
range of subjects from challenging 
racism to protecting mental health.

Commenting on the important role 
the team played in keeping students 
engaged in the school community while 
learning from home, Assistant Head-
teacher Andrew Whitworth said: “Our 
Student Leadership Team really rose 
to the challenge of supporting and unit-
ing, what was at the time, our remote 
school community. And while teachers 
and students were working hard to 
keep the lessons and learning going 

we also recognised that there were 
other important issues and subjects 
for all our students to understand. 
By creating these videos our Student 
Leadership Team has played a vital role 
in helping students understand these 
topics which are key to developing the 
values and morals of good citizens.”

In total the Year 11s produced 12 
videos during the lockdown. The topics 
they focused on included; challenging 

racism, challenging climate change, 
feminism, LGBTQ+ rights, protecting 
our mental health and many more.

Mr Whitworth concludes: “ The level 
of discussion and consideration dem-
onstrated by the students was sublime 
and highlighted how outstanding our 
students are. The Year 11 Leadership 
Team has continued this dazzling work 
since their return, and we couldn’t be 
prouder.”

HAMPSHIRE Police have 
launched this year’s Christ-
mas drink and drug driving 
campaign, Operation Holly, 
targeting motorists who take 
to the roads impaired and put 
their own and other people’s 
lives at risk.

The month-long campaign will 
see offi cers from Hampshire 
Constabulary and Thames Val-
ley Police’s joint Roads Policing 
Unit running educational and 
enforcement activity.

Driving under the infl uence 
of alcohol, drugs, or a combina-

tion of both, is a major contribu-
tory factor that will increase the 
chances of you and others being 
seriously or fatally injured, in a 
road traffi c collision.

Last year during Op Holly, of 
the 1,049 breath tests carried 
out, 67 were positive results and 
from the 80 drug wipes carried 
out, 44 were positive.

Sergeant Scott Kerr, Road 
Safety Sergeant for Hampshire 
and Thames Valley Police said: 
“Every year we run Operation 
Holly, with increased focus to 
stop people drink or drug driv-

ing. Even the smallest amount of 
alcohol or drugs in your system 
can impair your ability to drive 
and in the most serious cases, it 
could result in families facing a 
future without their loved ones. 
This year, with the restrictions 
imposed by the government as 
a result of the pandemic, it is 
important that if you drink at 
home it is done sensibly and 
responsibly. In licensed premises 
such as pubs and restaurants, 
they serve measured amounts 
of alcohol. However, at home 
it is unlikely that you measure 
exactly how much alcohol you 
pour into a glass. Therefore, 
it is crucial to think about the 
morning after. It can take hours 
for alcohol to leave your system 
after drinking, so it may still not 
be safe for you to drive. As impor-
tantly, some drugs can stay in 
your system for a considerable 
amount of time.

I am urging people to plan 
only necessary journeys during 
the festive season and to think 
about how they are going to get 
home, and the effects alcohol 
and drugs will have at the time 
and the morning after.

 Our message is simple: Don’t 
drink or drug drive – It’s not 
worth the risk.

If you know of anyone who is 
drink or drug driving call 999 in 
an emergency, 101 with informa-
tion or report via Crimestoppers 
– thank you.”

School applauds their 
student leadership team

It’s not worth the risk

LEADER of Test Valley Borough 
Council Cllr Phil North announced 
via his Facebook page this week that 
he has been selected to stand as a 
Hampshire County Council candi-
date for Andover South in the elec-
tions next May. The Andover South 
Division includes the town centre 
and most of the settlements south 
of the railway line.

Cllr North explained: “Compared 
to Test Valley, the County Council can 
often feel a little remote. In part that’s 
down to its size but it’s also because 
of its fi nancial resource. Or lack of 
it. Meaning diffi cult decisions have 
to be made about what it funds and 
what it doesn’t. I, therefore, feel it’s 
incumbent on me to use my wealth of 
experience and the personal contacts 
that I’ve built up with senior council-
lors and offi cers in the County, to 
deliver for Andover.

Many of the elements of the Mas-
terplan to regenerate Andover Town 
Centre fall under the auspices of the 
County Council. And just like the 
Town Mills project, we need County 
Council commitment to be able imple-
ment it. Being an elected member 
will help me in that quest.

To be clear, this doesn’t affect my 
commitment to leading Test Valley 
or standing up for the residents of 
Bourne Valley, which remains as 

strong as ever. But it does mean that 
if I’m successful I’ll be able to feed in 
and help address resident’s concerns 
about County Council responsibili-
ties such as education, adult social 
care, the tip and highways. Please 
remember that I’m not responsible 
for every single pothole in the area. 
Well at least not yet. But with the 
help of the current councillor, Martin 
Boiles, who’s retiring, I’m more than 
happy to start getting involved in 
County Council issues, to prove to 
you all that I’m worth your vote next 
year. Feel free to drop me a line.”

Council leader to stand 
in county elections

Photo Credit Phil North Facebook
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DAWN Breakers owner Andy Lavery 
is back on the community drive for this 
testing festive period for many families. 
After the successful school meal drive 
last month, where the generosity of the 
community raised almost £9,000 which 
managed to put food on the table for 
around 130 families, Andy has called on 
local businesses to support the community 
this Christmas.

COVID-19 has affected many people and 
Andy wants to help the families that have 
been affected and has called upon the local 
business community to help out. Andy said 
via his Facebook page “I’m asking for 19 
other local businesses to stand up with me, 
and give what they can for local families 
on the poverty line this December.”

Andover Radio directors David Harber 
and Ben Tuffin have answered that call and 
Ben said “This is such a great idea and I 
am delighted to donate to this cause. What 
Andy is doing is brilliant, and I know the 
business community will all pull together 
and smash the 19 businesses he has asked 
for. We are Love Andover and this is a great 
example of what our community can do.”

Last month Andy started a campaign in 
the wake of the government voting against 
helping families in low income households 

calling upon his friends to donate £200 (if 
they could afford it) hoping to raise £2,000 
but within 6 hours £4,300 was raised and 
by the end almost £9,000 was raised in 
what was an amazing show of community 
support from the community.

This time round Andy is calling on the 
business community to donate and said “I’ll 
make sure every business that gives, gets 
loads of mentions all over the place – so 
think of it like advertising if you want to, a 
good investment, if you will. As a charitable 
donation, It’s also tax deductible.

I know it’s been a tough year for us all, 
believe me, I know! but some folks have 
literally nothing, and they’re dreading 
this festive season. If you can help, get in 
touch. It’s really easy, you transfer some 
money, I’ll give you a shout out and con-
tinual shout outs during the drive, and 
we use that money to purchase grocery 
vouchers for distribution to families that 
need it the most. When you’re raising a 
glass with your family this December 25th, 
wouldn’t it be good to know that you’ve 
also put some food on the tables of those 
far less fortunate than yourself?”

So if you’re a business and want to help 
then contact Andy Lavery via his Face-
book page.

Andy Lavery 

Local businessman on festive 
drive for the local community
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THE immovable Mayor of Andover 
concluded with “See you all soon” 
at the end of an extraordinary town 
council meeting where informed coun-
cillors voted in favour of a vote of No 
Confidence.

Cllr Richard Rowles sat stoically 
as he listened to multiple complaints 
against him at Friday evening’s 
Extraordinary General Meeting. 
Despite the claims against him, the 
town mayor did ensure everyone, for 
or against,  had an opportunity to talk.

Six of twelve town councillors  voted 
in favour of the motion “The Andover 
Town Council has No Confidence in 
Councillor Rowles as Chair of Council/
Town Mayor.“ Three voted against, 
while there was one abstention and 
two councillors who simply ‘didn’t 
want to vote’.

Andover town council has sixteen 
seats. After a series of resignations 
since last year’s elections, despite 
new members being ‘co-opted’, not 
voted by the public, four seats still 
remain empty.

In a forty minute meeting, Cllr Sang-
ster (Romans Ward) said: “I am not 
informed enough to make a decision.” 
Councillor Luigi Gregory (Harroway 
Ward) despite attending the virtual 
meeting on video platform Zoom said, 
“I am not taking part in this vote.”

It was potentially a pointless meeting 
as Cllr Richard Rowles has intimated 
that he will not vacate the post as the 
town’s first citizen. Confusingly, despite 
the vote, Cllr Rowles doesn’t have to 
leave his post as a result of the vote. 
Love Andover understands the Chair 
(the Mayor) must resign or ‘become 
disqualified’ before vacating the posi-
tion by force.

The claims against Cllr Rowles 
included Cllr David Coole (Romans 
Ward) who said; “We [the council] 
have had enough. The town has had 
enough.” Cllrs Coole and Rowles were 
the creators of the Andover Alliance 
party.

Cllr Barbara Long (St Mary’s Ward) 

commented that it was the “appalling 
[town council] behaviour of 2019″ that 
made her stand in the recent elec-
tions. Cllr Long then having waited to 
“listen what other councillors have to 
say,” chose to vote against the will of 
the majority of councillors, thus sup-
porting the man who made her stand 
for election.

After Cllr Robin Hughes asked for 
“both sides to work together”, the 
Mayor added, “sometimes when things 
don’t go the right way, things have 
come to an end.”

Referring to the astounding success 
his Andover Alliance Party received 
in last May’s elections, Cllr Rowles 
said, “There was a time when we were 
all part of the same team. The town 
council has suffered as a result.”

The Andover Alliance political party 
won 15 of the 16 seats at the town 
council. However, the party was de-
registered by the Electoral Commis-
sion earlier this month. “My actions 
are my own”, added Cllr Rowles. “I 
have been subject to almost constant 
harassment. I’ve had faceless accusa-
tions about my owing money to Cllr 
David Coole. I have also been accused 
of embezzlement, I’ve had threats of 
physical violence. Some might refer to 
this as harassment, let along bullying.”

Concluding the motion, Cllr Meyer 
said, “While acting as Mayor, Cllr 
Rowles has acted very unbecoming as 
an adult, let alone as this town’s mayor. 
His actions are an ‘omnishambles’.

Referring to Cllr Coole’s earlier com-
ments of the Mayor using exclamations 
such as “I am the Mayor” and citing his 
“appalling and controlling behaviour”, 
Cllr Meyer added, “Mature adults don’t 
go into intolerable fits of rage, which 
Cllr Rowles has done repeatedly whilst 
holding the position of mayor. This 
office [The Mayoral position] should 
be a position of integrity, transpar-
ently; representing the people and 
this council as a whole. Not one that 
serves the purpose of the office holder.”

This is how your councillors voted. 
Voting for were: David Coole; Joanne 
Coole; Rebecca Meyer; David Tread-
well; Christopher Ecclestone and Nich-
olas Asamoah. Voting against were: 
Barbara Long; Lauren Banville and 
Richard Rowles. Robin Hughes offered 
no comment; Luigi Gregori said “I plead 
with both houses, I am not abstaining” 
and Cllr Sangster abstained citing: “I 
don’t feel informed enough.”

Cllr Rowles concluded the vote with 
“Alright, thank you all very much ladies 
and gentlemen, thank you for all turn-
ing up. See you all soon. Bye.”

Mayor bids see you all 
soon to fellow councillors

FROM yesterday, Wednesday 2 
December, new local Tiers replaced 
national restrictions across Eng-
land, with Andover and the rest 
of Hampshire being placed under 
High Tier 2.

Hampshire County Council is 
urging residents to follow crucial 
new guidance.

Councillor Keith Mans, Leader 
of Hampshire County Council 
and Chair of the Local Outbreak 
Engagement Board said: “The 
decision to place Hampshire in 
the COVID-19 High Tier (Tier 2) 
is not unexpected but is a reflec-
tion of the fact that we still have 
some way to go in controlling the 
virus. It is vitally important that we 
continue to follow the rules to help 
keep the virus under control as we 
head further into winter.

My sincere thanks to all Hamp-
shire residents for their resilience 
and co-operation during the recent 
period of national restrictions. What 

we all do makes a big difference, 
and it is only by working together 
and following the rules that we can 
continue to protect ourselves, our 
communities and our loved ones.”

The key guidance for High (Tier 
2) is:

You must not socialise with any-
one you do not live with or who is 
not in your support bubble in any 
indoor setting, whether at home or 
in a public place.

Make sure indoor spaces are well 
ventilated.

Outdoors, minimise the number of 
people you meet from outside your 
household or support bubble, follow 
the ‘Rule of 6’, including in gardens 
and public spaces.

Large events and gatherings are 
strongly discouraged.

Places of worship remain open but 
you must not socialise with people 
from outside your household or sup-
port bubble while you are indoors.

Restrictions apply on how many 

people can attend weddings and 
civil partnerships (15 people) and 
funerals (30 people).

Work from home if you can.
Continue to attend school: all edu-

cation settings including registered 
childminders remain open.

Avoid travelling on public trans-
port at busy times: walk or cycle if 
you can.

Businesses can continue to oper-
ate in a COVID-secure manner, 
other than those that remain closed 
by law.

Hospitality venues operating as 
restaurants can provide table ser-
vice only, where alcohol is served, 
and will be closed between 11pm 
and 5am, last orders at 10pm.

Organised outdoor sport, physical 
activity and exercise classes can 
continue. Indoor sporting activity is 
only permitted if people can avoid 
mixing with others they do not live 
with or who are not in their support 
bubble.

Local businessman on festive 
drive for the local community

High Tier confirmed for Andover

A new dog walking and boarding 
business for Andover and the sur-
rounding area has been awarded a 
Test Valley Borough Council Busi-
ness Incentive Grant of £750.

Danielle Marshall started My Best 
Friend, which is one of eleven dog 
walking and boarding franchises in 
the UK, because she loves the great 
outdoors and noticed her desk job 
had made life too sedentary. For 
Danielle, who also happens to love 
dogs, with two of her own, it was the 
perfect business venture. My Best 
Friend is licensed for up to six dogs, 
including Danielle’s two dogs.

Danielle said: “I love being out-
doors and my career in finance was 
very much a desk job. My Best Friend 
franchise gives me the opportunity 
to be outdoors more and help out dog 
owners with boarding and walks. I 
was told about the Business Incen-
tive Grant by the council’s Animal 
Welfare Officer and councillor Flood 
and I am so pleased to be offered 

the financial support for my new 
business.”

Anna ward councillor Coole said: 
“The grant schemes are a fantastic 
opportunity for those wishing to 
set up new business initiatives in 
Test Valley and enables us to offer 
a wider range of services for our 
local community. I am delighted that 
Danielle has been successful in her 
grant application and wish her every 
success in her new business venture 
and I am sure it will be popular with 
dog owners in the area.”

The council’s £750 Business Incen-
tive Grants are available to anyone 
looking to set up their own full-time 
business in Test Valley. Anyone who 
successfully applies for the grant 
will receive £750 if their business is 
still going strong six months later. 
These funds have become available 
to the community as a consequence 
of the council’s prudent investments, 
financial management and the use 
of the New Homes Bonus.

From finance to friendship franchise

Councillor Coole and Danielle Marshall 
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Salisbury’s largest independent furniture retailer

Discover More...
BLANDFORD - Holland Way, near Lidl store 

Also in  POOLE • SALISBURY • CHANDLERS FORD     
Freephone: 0800 122 3334  www.aworldoffurniture.co.uk
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Massive Stock of Mattresses, Sofas, and Furniture

Monday - 
Saturday
9am - 5pm

OPEN

Sofas...Beds...Dining...Bedroom...SALE 
NOW ON
SAVE £££’s
on selected items

NEWS

STAND Together Andover brings The 
Black Curriculum to John Hanson 
Community School.

Local women Katie Garwood & 
Lydia Graham are walking 200 miles 
to raise £2000 so John Hanson com-
munity school can access the services 
of The Black Curriculum.

Stand Together Andover (STA) was 
initiated earlier this year as a direct 
response to the Black Lives Matter 
movement across the world, when 
Lydia Graham, founder “realised 
that the issue of race and equality is 
in Andover town too.”

The campaign brought the commu-
nity together for two silent marches 
back in the summer. The first march 
reached 200-300 people in Andover’s 
town and the second march, was fol-
lowed by members of the community 
sharing their experiences of being 
black and growing up or moving to 
Andover.

Whilst this was a positive movement 
for many, Lydia shared that whilst one 

black women was sharing her story 
she had an egg thrown at her and 
a white man had turned up waving 
a Nazi flag. “And people still think 
racism doesn’t exist” Lydia stated.

The group are striving for a com-
munity that seeks equality, celebrates 

diversity and pursues a peaceful 
future, suggesting that Andover’s 
community needs to be part of the 
change. Lydia proclaims that “real 
change starts with our young peo-
ple, standing together to eradicate 
racism.”

Lydia told Love Andover: “Every 
child deserves to feel accepted, and 
to see themselves represented in this 
country’s rich & colourful history.  We 
are hoping we can have your support 
in helping us reach our goal, and to 
invest in the town’s young people in 
the fight against racism.”

John Hanson Community School, 
reached out to the group, says Lydia 

after a discussion about the school’s 
PSHE (personal, social, health educa-
tion) days. Lydia shared: “The school 
contacted us after realising that as 
they are a school who have an all 
white teaching team, they recognised 
that they aren’t the best people to be 
speaking about racism and this is a 
big step forward.”

The money raised will go towards  
John Hanson school being able to 
access the services of The Black Cur-
riculum, who offer assemblies and 
teacher training focused on black 
history and anti-racism, which are 
hugely lacking in the mainstream 
curriculum.

Today, 3rd December, Year 8 stu-
dents at John Hanson will be exploring 
racism, and the detrimental effects it 
has on our society. STA said on their 
GoFundMe page: “Our schools need 
the tools to teach black history, and to 
facilitate a diverse & equal education 
to create social change. Therefore, we 
are raising money to have the wonder-
ful Black Curriculum lead an assembly 
on the importance of black history 
and, of course, Anti-Racism.”

Time To Stand Together To 
Support The Black Curriculum
By Ella Palmer

NEWS

THERE’S no argument that the effect 
of lockdown has been hardest on the 
hospitality sector.

In line with government guidance, 
Andover’s pubs closed for a second time 
on November 5th and although from 
yesterday, Wednesday 2nd December, 
they have the ability to re-open, for 
some the restrictions in place are too 
constricting.

Restrictions in place mean that pubs 
must act as if they are restaurants. 
The rules are that pubs can only sell 
alcohol with a ‘substantial meal’. Pubs 
are also forced to stop serving at 10pm 
with doors closed by 11pm.  There are 
also heightened restrictions on who 
you may sit with.

Love Andover has spoken to many 
of our local landlords to better under-
stand what the extent of the impact on 
their businesses and their customers 
has been.

Looking back over the lost trade 
since early November, Lee and Sally 
Turland, owners of The Boot Inn at 
Shipton Bellinger told us: “This last 
lockdown has been worse than the first 
one, very frustrating as a business that 
we’ve had no contact from local council 
or government telling us what help can 
be offered if any.”

Lee who has been at the popular 
gastro-pub for over 20 years added, 
“We are not running a pre-Christmas 
menu. The fact we cannot mix house-
holds is making it difficult.”

Last Wednesday Andover was placed 
in Tier 2, meaning households are not 
allowed to mix indoors apart from in 
‘support bubbles’ While a maximum of 
six people may meet outdoors, the cold 
winter weather will make this oppor-
tunity less than attractive.

Pubs that usually serve food such as 
The Cricketers at Longparish and The 
King’s Arms in Whitchurch are open 
again with revised menus.

The rules as voted in by Parliament 
on Tuesday evening mean that in order 
to have an alcoholic drink, customers 
must purchase a ‘substantial meal’.  
“Alcohol is to be served as an accom-
paniment to that meal”, says Queen 
Charlotte landlady Victoria Harber who 
is supported with claims online that 
the pub industry has been victimised 
by the rules.

“We are open, but this is only a trial 
period,” she adds. “You can go and buy 
a new outfit for your night at the thea-
tre, get hair and nails done, even stay 
overnight in a hotel and have dinner 

out, but you can’t just nip into your local 
for a pint after work unless you have 
dinner too.”

Dave and Denise Smith at The Wel-
come Stranger shared:“Sadly we aren’t 
able to open our doors to you just yet.”  
The couple say they would prefer that 
their drinkers’ pub in Kimpton remain 
closed and be “safe rather than not 
safe”.  Dave said that he can’t imagine 
their quaint village pub will be open 
“much before the end of January”, add-
ing that they are grateful for the offer 
of the £2,000 Retail Hospitality and 
Leisure grant from the UK government.

While Dave and Denise may feel philo-
sophical and hopeful, the future of many 
pubs is at stake according to the online 
campaign ‘Save Our Pubs’. They claim 
that many publicans and their families 
across the UK are facing hardship. 

They add that ‘Pubs have been unfairly 
singled out in the new tiered system’.  
Almost 9,000 people have signed their 
petition for government to provide a 
more appropriate support package.

Alex Gillies at The Station Inn on 
Bridge Street explained: “This is going 
to be very, very difficult”.  The long-
standing landlord of the popular town 
centre pub told Love Ando-
ver, “We regret that we will 
not be open.  It’s just too 
difficult.  I think many pubs 
will say, “we’ve had enough. 
We still have fixed costs to 
pay, there’s no avoiding out-
goings like rent, furlough 
top-ups, waste contracts 
and simple things like tel-
ecoms and keeping the cel-
lar cold.”

Many pubs have been told by their 
brewery or PubCo (the company which 
owns the property and leases it to ten-
ants) to keep their beer in a saleable 
condition, regardless as to whether the 
pub will open as the country comes out 
of the recent national lockdown.

Lee and Yvonne at the Angel Inn on 
the upper high street had plans to open 
today (Thursday), but were told to wait a 
week by representatives of the pub own-
ers, brewery Greene King. “It’s going 
to be tough.  It’s all very disappointing, 
but it’s their call at the end of the day.”

Master Brewer Tim Abram from ‘The 
Andover Tap’ on Winchester Street said: 
“It’s been tough to say the least, and 
tier two, especially for wet led venues 
like ourselves, has just made things 
worse. We’re doing what we can to keep 
going, trying to make enough to survive 
through this.”  The real ale venue which 
only opened last year will be open each 
Thursday through December. “We are 
offering meals to help us get a degree 
of turnover, and provide a service for 
the local community”, adds Tim.

The Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) 
are seeking long-term change so that 
pubs can thrive in the future.  A spokes-
person for the action group said, “The 
value of pubs cannot be overstated. The 
pub and beer industry supports nearly 

900,000 jobs in the UK and contributes 
£23.6bn to the UK economy annually.”

Steph Pledge from the newly opened 
SP Bar on Western Avenue told us, “It is 
tough times for anyone in this industry 
currently.”

Lee Turland from the Boot Inn added: 
“Since we reopened after the first lock-
down we took the tough decision to 
change our trading hours to adjust for 
deliveries and collections as well as dine 
in. A huge thank you to our staff and 
customers for their continued support 
during these uncertain times.”

Research from Kings College London 
has found that a quarter of people are 
finding it ‘harder to follow the rules’ 
now, as many people are ‘growing tired’ 
of restrictions.  The research results 
announced on Tuesday says that 16% 
of people feel ‘there is no point follow-
ing the rules any longer’ and 42% of 
people ‘feeling fatigued’ by the crisis.  
This may be a problem for landlords 
to manage, as many pubs have taken 
to social media to remind customers 
that the new Tier Two restrictions are 
the government’s decision, not theirs.

Management at the Watership Down 
in Whitchurch posted online, “Please 
do respect our staff when booking a 
table, remember we didn’t put these 
new guidelines in place.”

The plight of the landlord

Alex Gillies - Station Inn

Boot Inn Lee and Sally Turland

 Lee and Yvonne - Angel Inn
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Christmas Menu

Festive Cranberry 
Cranberry compote, biscuit crumb and
a dusting of icing sugar. Waffles...

The Ambassador
Crushed Ferrero Rocher,

chocolate sauce and
chocolate curls.

The Christmas Tree
Snowy white chocolates sauce, 

sweet decorations and 
finished with an edible star.

Christmas Spice
Cinnamon waffle crushed
ginger nuts and chocolate
sauce.

All served with 
a scoop of gelato or 

whipped cream

£6.80

Crepes...
Santa’s Mince Pie
Mincemeat filling, honey & shortbread 
crumb finished with a slice of orange.

£6.80
Festive Cranberry 
Cranberry compote, biscuit crumb and
a dusting of icing sugar.

A Christmas Orange 
Fresh clementines and 
warm chocolate sauce.

Glass of fi
zz...

2 Scoops of champagne sorbet  
served in a wine glass

with fresh lemon
& brandy snap

£6.00
Subject to 
availability

akh es skliM

Gingerbread Man
Raspberry Pavola
Rum & Raisin
Red Velvet£4.20
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BUILDING INSPIRING SPACES 

We offer residential construction and renovation services
 for homes across Andover and the villages. 

We are a complete contracting resource
 providing exceptional service. 

Our company specializes in landscaping, 
house renovations and interior design. We are expert in taking obsolete homes 

and turning them inand turning them into sophisticated and state of the art designs.

WE OFFER
FREE QUOTES

07808 182 777
www.andoverhomeimprovements.co.ukLaguna Hotel, Suffolk Road South, Bournemouth BH2 6AZ

Bournemouth Coach Holidays  01202 767 022

 Luxury return coach from local pick up point
 Nightly entertainment
 All rooms en-suite with CTV & tea making facilities

 Dinner, bed & breakfast 

 Indoor heated swimming pool

www.lagunaholidays.com

H O T E LH O T E LH O T E L

Twixmas Sun 27th – Wed 30 Dec ......£182
New Year 30th Dec – 2nd Jan ......£282

Tinsel & Turkey Breaks

Twixmas/New Year

SPRING 2021

Mon 14th Dec – Fri 18th Dec ...  £200 Mon 11th Jan – Fri 15th Jan ..... £190

Laguna Hotel, Suffolk Road South, Bournemouth BH2 6AZ

Dinner, bed & breakfast 

Indoor heated swimming pool

Laguna Hotel, Suffolk Road South, Bournemouth BH2 6AZ

Indoor heated swimming pool

2021 
brochure 
available 

now
Mon 15th Feb - Fri 19th Feb ..... £164
Mon 22nd Feb - Fri 26th Feb ....  £164
Mon 1st Mar - Fri 5th Mar ........  £164

Mon 8th Mar - Fri 12th Mar .....  £164
Mon 15th Mar - Fri 19th Mar ...  £164
Mon 22nd Mar - Fri 26th Mar ...  £164

NEWS

THE Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Community Foundation (HIWCF) 
have announced that grants from 
the #iwill Fund are now available 
for community groups, charities 
and voluntary organisations work-
ing with young people across the 
region.

The #iw i l l  programme is 
designed to inspire youth social 
action by encouraging 10 to 20 year 
olds to lead change and make a 
positive contribution in their local 
communities. The National Lot-
tery Fund and the Department for 
Culture, Media & Sport are funding 
the programme, which has been 
match-funded by HIWCF donors 
to provide grants totalling £45,000.

Not-for-profit organisations 
working in Hampshire can apply for 
grants from £1,000 to £5,000 from 

the HIWCF website www.hiwcf.
com/funds/youth-social-action/ 
before 17th December 2020.

Projects should demonstrate a 
positive impact on the wider com-
munity, while increasing empathy 
and understanding for the involve-
ment and actions of young people.

Grant Cornwell MBE, Chief 
Executive at HIWCF said: “Young 
people have so much energy, enthu-
siasm and passion for the world 
they live in and the causes they 
support, and by taking action on 
the issues that matter to them, 
they can leave a legacy for local 
people and places, while developing 
valuable personal skills that can 
really appeal to local businesses 
and employers, improving their 
life opportunities and prospects. 
We are delighted to be working 

with the #iwill programme to help 
make social action a part of life for 
disadvantaged children and young 
people as learning to be proactive 
at an early age will encourage a 
new generation to feel integrated 
with their community, while provid-
ing a platform for them to get their 
voices heard. We are extremely 
grateful to DCMS, National Lottery 
and our generous HIWCF donors 
who have match funded the pro-
gramme to make this grant funding 
possible this year.”

Theatre for Life received a grant 
of £5,000 in the last round of #iwill 
grant funding, to raise awareness 
of how wellbeing and mindfulness 
can help young people cope with 
mental health issues.

Young people inspired 
to support communities

ONE postman has decided to 
bring a little festive cheer to this 
month’s deliveries by dressing up 
as Santa.

Popular Overton Postie Wesley 
Chuck has been working doubly 
hard for months to ensure the safe 
delivery of parcels and letters to 
the villagers. Wesley shared: “I 
always like to stop for a chat as I 
know I can be the only person that 
some people see all day. I have no 
option at the moment, I have to be 
out doing my job so I want to make 
the best of it that I can, and I came 
up with an idea to bring a smile 
to as many faces as possible. I am 
going to dress up as Santa every 
day in December.”

We caught up with Wesley who 
has worked as a postman for 16 
years, on the 1st December when 
he was part way through his first 
delivery as Santa. Wesley com-
mented: “I cannot believe the 
impact this is having already! 
Everyone is commenting on my 
costume and the bells in my beard. 
I thought it was a good idea before 
today but now it is just amazing 
to see how much of a difference I 
am already making, I am so glad 
I decided to do this.”

Wesley has also decorated his 
van as Rudolph to help him with 
his very special deliveries so if you 
live in Overton, keep an eye out as 
this kind Santa and Rudolph may 
be on your doorstep one day soon.

Popular Postman Delivers Smiles

Photo credit: @richardbudd www.
RichardBudd.co.uk (C) 2019

#AY Youth 
workers 
here to help 
AY’S trained Youth Workers are here to 
help and guide young people in these 
times , assist with practical life and emo-
tional support and make sure they’re 
following, and understand why they 
should be following the current rules.

The team is out and about every 
Monday 3pm-6pm and every Wednes-
day 6pm – 9pm, for more information,  
email ella@loveandover.com or look on 
the love andover website www.lovean-
dover.com for more information.

NEWS

IN response to the second lock-
down, Test Valley Borough Coun-
cil has had to adapt plans for the 
Andover Christmas Tree Festival.  
Originally planned for 29 Novem-
ber as an outdoor event with lights 
and a soundscape, the event will 
now go virtual on the weekend of 
the 12 and 13 December.

More than 70 Christmas wooden 
Christmas tree shapes have been 
distributed among nearly 20 local 
schools and nurseries in and 
around Andover for decoration 
and display until the end of term for 
their pupils to enjoy.  Participating 
schools include: Abbots Ann CE 

Primary School, Andover CE Pri-
mary School, Anton Junior School, 
Appleshaw St Peter’s CE Primary 
School and Endeavour School.

The schools will take film and 
photographs of the decorative 
process and the finished results, 
and these will be collated into an 
online gallery and video montage 
which will be available to view 
on the Christmas Tree Festival 
event on the Test Valley Borough 
Council Facebook page on 12 and 
13 December.

Leader of Test Valley Borough 
Council, Councillor Phil North, 
said: “Local schools have risen 

magnificently to the challenge 
of creating their own bespoke 
decorated trees, and I am look-
ing forward to them sharing their 
endeavours with us online.  It is an 
excellent way of linking the schools 
to the wider community and shar-
ing in some festive fun.”

The Christmas Tree festival is 
part of a package of festive events 
designed and provided by Test Val-
ley Borough Council in conjunc-
tion with Andover Vision, and will 
coincide with the Christmas Food 
and Gift Fair in the High Street on 
Sunday, 13 December from 11am 
– 6pm.

ON 30th November the children at 
Portway Infants were in for a treat 
when they walked into school to find 
the fantastic winter wonderland trail 
leading to their classrooms.

One parent said: “It’s fantastic, such 
a lovely surprise after a truly rubbish 
year. The children are excited and 
everyone is smiling. A huge thank you 
to Portway Infant school.”

It was a superb effort to bring the 
magic of Christmas to the students 
after such a difficult year.

Chole Cotton the founder of Train-
master said: “Through the first lock-
down they put work up every week, they 
made lots of videos and they started a 
private Facebook group so the teach-
ers could comment on pictures and 
videos of the kids work. Everything I 
put in that group would get at least one 
school adult commenting and it really 
motivated the children.

They then did weekly competitions, 
they would pick lots of winners and drop 
presents and certificates to the door. 
Then they filled the school with balloons 
on the first day back to help ease the 
kids back. We arrived to Christmas 
music playing and the school site had 
been turned into a grotto. They really 
have gone above and beyond for the 
kids and deserve some recognition 
for it. The PTA, volunteers and staff 

work so hard.”
Parents as well as children were just 

as surprised and it has really made 
their morning another  parent added: 
“Just want to say a huge ‘THANK 
YOU!’ to everyone staff and parents 
who helped transform the school into 
a Christmassy Wonderland for the 
children. It was such a joy to walk into 
school this morning, Christmas songs 
playing, classrooms and outdoor areas 
decorated, all the HUGE inflatable 
Christmas characters and to see the 

smiles and excitement on the children’s 
faces was amazing! I will admit I had 
a little tear in my eye, after the year 
we have had and the uncertainty our 
children have faced this year, it felt so 
nice to have some normality for them 
and be able to do some-
thing special and celebrate 
the upcoming festivities. 
THANK YOU!!”

Local photographer 
Charlotte Cohen said: 
“Made me quite emotional. 

Just knowing how much upheaval all 
the children have had this year, and 
how brilliantly they have coped, this 
is just fab. Well done to all the staff, 
the display is a credit to a wonderful 
school.”

Wonderland surprise 
for Portway Infants

The Andover Christmas Tree Festival

Photos from Kelly Miall, Chloe 
Cotton and Charlotte Cohen
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Appleshaw St Peter’s CE Primary 
School and Endeavour School.

The schools will take film and 
photographs of the decorative 
process and the finished results, 
and these will be collated into an 
online gallery and video montage 
which will be available to view 
on the Christmas Tree Festival 
event on the Test Valley Borough 
Council Facebook page on 12 and 
13 December.

Leader of Test Valley Borough 
Council, Councillor Phil North, 
said: “Local schools have risen 

magnificently to the challenge 
of creating their own bespoke 
decorated trees, and I am look-
ing forward to them sharing their 
endeavours with us online.  It is an 
excellent way of linking the schools 
to the wider community and shar-
ing in some festive fun.”

The Christmas Tree festival is 
part of a package of festive events 
designed and provided by Test Val-
ley Borough Council in conjunc-
tion with Andover Vision, and will 
coincide with the Christmas Food 
and Gift Fair in the High Street on 
Sunday, 13 December from 11am 
– 6pm.

ON 30th November the children at 
Portway Infants were in for a treat 
when they walked into school to find 
the fantastic winter wonderland trail 
leading to their classrooms.

One parent said: “It’s fantastic, such 
a lovely surprise after a truly rubbish 
year. The children are excited and 
everyone is smiling. A huge thank you 
to Portway Infant school.”

It was a superb effort to bring the 
magic of Christmas to the students 
after such a difficult year.

Chole Cotton the founder of Train-
master said: “Through the first lock-
down they put work up every week, they 
made lots of videos and they started a 
private Facebook group so the teach-
ers could comment on pictures and 
videos of the kids work. Everything I 
put in that group would get at least one 
school adult commenting and it really 
motivated the children.

They then did weekly competitions, 
they would pick lots of winners and drop 
presents and certificates to the door. 
Then they filled the school with balloons 
on the first day back to help ease the 
kids back. We arrived to Christmas 
music playing and the school site had 
been turned into a grotto. They really 
have gone above and beyond for the 
kids and deserve some recognition 
for it. The PTA, volunteers and staff 

work so hard.”
Parents as well as children were just 

as surprised and it has really made 
their morning another  parent added: 
“Just want to say a huge ‘THANK 
YOU!’ to everyone staff and parents 
who helped transform the school into 
a Christmassy Wonderland for the 
children. It was such a joy to walk into 
school this morning, Christmas songs 
playing, classrooms and outdoor areas 
decorated, all the HUGE inflatable 
Christmas characters and to see the 

smiles and excitement on the children’s 
faces was amazing! I will admit I had 
a little tear in my eye, after the year 
we have had and the uncertainty our 
children have faced this year, it felt so 
nice to have some normality for them 
and be able to do some-
thing special and celebrate 
the upcoming festivities. 
THANK YOU!!”

Local photographer 
Charlotte Cohen said: 
“Made me quite emotional. 

Just knowing how much upheaval all 
the children have had this year, and 
how brilliantly they have coped, this 
is just fab. Well done to all the staff, 
the display is a credit to a wonderful 
school.”

Wonderland surprise 
for Portway Infants

The Andover Christmas Tree Festival

Photos from Kelly Miall, Chloe 
Cotton and Charlotte Cohen



10

 Thursday, December 3, 2020   01264 883100  www.loveandover.com 10 | 

10

NEWS

HOMELESSNESS services in 
Test Valley are set to receive a 
£55k boost in 2021 from Test Valley 
Borough Council.

The money comes from the 
authority’s Flexible Homeless-
ness Support Grant provided by 
central government, and includes 
£10k towards maintaining a local 
outreach service and £45k funding 
for the supported housing provision 
at Bridge House in Andover, both 
run by Two Saints.

At a cabinet meeting on 4 Novem-
ber, council chiefs unanimously 
backed providing funding for the 
next financial year.

Portfolio holder for housing and 
environmental health, councillor 
Phil Bundy, said: “We know all too 

well how valuable these services 
are to those who need them. And 
in the midst of a global pandemic it 
is more important than ever before 
that we support those at risk.

These services can transform 
people’s lives and help to get them 
off the street. It’s so easy to take 
for granted having a roof over 
your head but the consequences 
of losing your home can have a 
catastrophic impact on people’s 
mental and physical health. These 
are some of the most vulnerable 
individuals in our society and we 
will continue to do everything in 
our power to support them.”

In recent years, TVBC has 
invested tens of thousands of 
pounds in local homelessness 

services and has outlined its com-
mitment to ensuring that no one 
who lives in the borough who faces 
sleeping rough will leave the coun-
cil offices without first receiving an 
offer of emergency accommodation.

The council has also changed 
the way it works with people to 
prevent and relieve homelessness 
by focusing on their strengths and 
aspirations and working across 
partnerships to try to address the 
underlying issues that have led to 
the person losing their home.

Anyone concerned about their 
housing situation can contact the 
council’s housing service on 01264 
368000 or 01794 527700. People can 
also report rough sleeping to the 
council through streetlink.org.uk

TEST Valley Borough Council has 
won a legal battle to protect part 
of the countryside in Goodworth 
Clatford after enforcing a planning 
decision.

In 2018, a tarmac scalping hard-
standing was laid around the water 
tower in the village. Although the 
tower isn’t a listed building, it is 
considered to be an important 
landmark feature of Goodworth 
Clatford, having been erected in 
1936 and sits among attractive 
countryside.

Upon discovering that this had 
been done without permissions, 
the council advised the applicant to 
remove the tarmacked ground, and 
that this was likely to be rejected 
by the council if a retrospective 
planning application was submit-
ted. Despite this advice, the appli-

cant chose to submit an application 
having already carried out the 
work, but this was then refused, 
and a planning enforcement notice 
given.

This refusal of planning permis-
sion and the issuing of an enforce-
ment notice was then appealed, but 
the Planning Inspectorate found 
in the council’s favour earlier this 
year as it breached planning poli-
cies in the council’s Local Plan. 
Having been given three months 
to remove the tarmac and restore 
the land, the defendants failed 
to fully comply, and the council 
began a prosecution process, which 
resulted in a successful day in 
court last month.

The defendants, D C Li (Builders 
Ltd) were fined £400 and made to 
pay £750 in costs, and a £40 victim 

surcharge as well as being ordered 
to remove the unauthorised mate-
rials.

Planning portfolio holder, and 
deputy leader, councillor Nick 
Adams-King, said: “Of course 
we are pleased with the result, 
but this matter isn’t necessarily 
about a successful prosecution. 
We don’t want matters to come 
to this, but there were plenty of 
opportunities for this to have been 
put right earlier in the process. 
What this is about, is protecting 
our countryside. This water tower 
is in miles of beautiful fields and 
countryside, and works such as 
this causes considerable harm if 
it is not done right. I’m grateful 
for the work of our planning offic-
ers, enforcement team and legal 
service to see this through.”

Successful court 
outcome over local 
village water tower

Boost for homelessness services 

ALDI revealed a fresh new look for its 
Andover store when it reopened to custom-
ers on Thursday 3rd December at 8am.

The new-look store offers increased 
space, dedicated to fresh British meat 
and fish, as well as Lacura health and 
beauty products, award winning beers, 
wines and spirits, Mamia babycare prod-
ucts, and a new and improved Food to Go 
section, offering a choice of fresh salads, 
sandwiches and sushi for busy customers.

The format has been created to make 
shopping easier for Andover customers 
and the new-look store will now have wider 
aisles and clearer signs to make shopping 
effortless. Fresh bread and cakes have 
been moved to the last aisle preventing 
them getting squashed under customers’ 
shopping and the store will now offer new, 
easy to browse freezers.

Aldi Store Manager Stuart Chapman 
said: “The store is looking fantastic, and 
we can’t wait to welcome our loyal custom-

ers back so they can see it for themselves. 
We’re committed to making sure that the 
shopping experience each customer enjoys 
in our stores is on a par with the products 
and services they’re used to.

Customers will notice a few small 
changes throughout the store to align 
with social distancing guidelines, ensur-
ing we keep our community safe, and we 
thank you for the cooperation in ensur-
ing the safety of both our colleagues and 
customers.”

Customers visiting the store can safely 
pick up all the essentials they need. The 
Aldi on Weyhill Road has a number of 
safety measures in place, including saniti-
sation stations on entry, Perspex screens 
at its tills and social distancing reminders 
in store, as well as a traffic light system 
to control the number of people going in 
and out of the store.

The store employs 30 members of the 
local community.

A fresh new look for Andover’s Aldi
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INSTALLING QUALITY WINDOWS, DOORS, 
CONSERVATORIES AND PORCHES IN BASINGSTOKE  

& NORTH HAMPSHIRE FOR OVER 24 YEARS.
Quality Products at competitive prices with no compromise.

NEW FACTORY: 3 Moniton Trading Estate, West Ham Lane, Basingstoke RG22 6NQ
Email enquiries@riptonwindows.co.uk   Telephone 01256 841522      www.riptonwindows.co.uk

Windows &
     Doors

See 
before you Buy

In our NEW extensive fully 

 fitted Showroom

Garage doors from £649!  Visit the website for detailsWe are back! 

New showroom strict social measures in effect.  Please Stay Safe. 

 Remember our extensive range of quality products can be viewed on our website:  

www.riptonwindows.co.uk
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WHITE Ribbon Day on 25 Novem-
ber, marked the beginning of six-
teen days of action against domes-
tic abuse.

Each year on White Ribbon 
Day, thousands of people stand 
up, speak out and say ‘no’ to vio-
lence against women.

Hampshire County Council is 
reminding anyone in need of help 
from domestic abuse that support 
is readily available, and services 
remain open to all. Executive 
Member for Public Health, Coun-
cillor Judith Grajewski explained: 
“More than ever this year, with 
the additional pressures from 
COVID-19 and national restric-
tions, men and women at risk from 
domestic abuse have felt vulner-
able and frightened as the pan-
demic’s upheavals have increased 
their isolation. Our services have 
experienced a signifi cant rise in 
reports of violence, harassment, 
and abuse. Throughout the pan-
demic and periods of lockdown, 
our phone lines and refuges have 
never stopped operating, ensur-
ing families and individuals can 
access the help they need.

Domestic abuse is never okay, 
and if anyone is experiencing this 
and needs a safe place to stay or 
is struggling to manage their 
emotions or behaviour, I would 
urge them to please get in touch 
because help and support is avail-
able for all members of the family. 
If it is not possible to talk on the 
phone, people can use ‘instant 
messenger’ to make contact.”

Services in Hampshire welcome 
people of any gender or sexuality 
recognising that anyone can be a 

victim of domestic abuse.
The Hampshire Domestic Abuse 

Service helpline is on 03300 165 112 
and is staffed between 9.30am and 
8pm Monday to Friday. Outside of 
these hours, a voicemail provides 
alternative numbers to call. There 
are also instant messenger chats 
available to anyone who cannot 
talk out loud – visit the Hampshire 
Domestic Abuse Service pages 
for further information at https://
www.hants.gov.uk/domesticabuse.

Anyone in immediate danger, 
or who knows someone who is, 
should call 999 and ask for the 
Police. In an emergency, if you 
are unable to speak, dialling 999 
and then entering 55 will transfer 
your call to the relevant police 
force who will assist you without 
you having to talk. Even during 
the strictest lockdowns, anyone 
suffering from domestic abuse 
can leave their home to seek help.

Additional funding to help stop 

domestic abuse has also been con-
fi rmed.

Police and Crime Commissioner, 
Michael Lane, working in partner-
ship with Hampshire Constabulary, 
the local top tier authorities and 
local Domestic Abuse service pro-
viders, has secured £244,492 Home 
Offi ce funding to work with the 
perpetrators of domestic abuse.

The Commissioner said: “Domes-
tic Abuse causes high harm and is 
too often happening in our area. It 
is rightly a priority for me in sup-
port of our communities to work 
alongside key partners and agen-
cies to seek to support those who 
are victims and prevent future inci-
dents through education, including 
of potential perpetrators and those 
who are at risk of re-offending.  
That is why this additional grant 
of £244,492 from the Home Offi ce 
is so valuable and an opportunity 
to extend the support available in 
our area.”

ANDOVER’S local radio station has 
picked up a national award for sup-
porting the community.

As part of the annual Ben Cohen 
Foundation StandUp Foundation 
awards, 95.9FM Andover Radio was 
category winner for its work in sup-
porting people through bullying, har-
assment and emotional support. Spe-
cifi cally, Andover Radio was praised 
for its ongoing work to help prevent 
bullying in the workplace.

The Foundation was set-up by Eng-
land rugby international Ben Cohen 
and is the world’s fi rst foundation 
dedicated to raising awareness of the 
long-term, damaging effects of bully-
ing by connecting communities and 
raising funds to support those doing 
real-world work to eradicate bullying.

The virtual awards ceremony 
hosted by the 42-year rugby star and 
LGBTQI+ Educator Saski Singer 
also saw awards for Conduct Change 
(Educational Institution of the Year) 
and the Red Balloon Learner Group 
(Charity of the Year).

Ben said, “The local radio station 
has worked hard to target hard-
to-reach communities through the 
use of their LoveBus, which sounds 
interesting! They have run youth sup-
port groups, social isolation activi-
ties, crime diversion events. All the 
time ensuring that service users are 
‘included’ and free from harassment.”

Founder of Andover Radio, David 
Harber, accepted the award with 
a replacement. The physical glass 
award did not arrive on time, instead 
he accepted a waste-paper basket of 
much needed items such as polythene 
gloves, face masks and hand gel. “I 
love the Foundation that Ben has cre-
ated and the reasons for its creation”, 
said David.

The Foundation was started in 2012 
by 2003 Rugby World Cup Winner Ben. 
He was moved to launch the Founda-
tion following the terrible events of 
his father’s death when he was fatally 
injured trying to protect an employee.

Ben says, “The awards give us a 
chance to celebrate companies, indi-

Celebrations and a 
special giveaway

White Ribbon Day Says No To Violence

Letter to the editor
Ageism Exists In Andover 
And Needs To Be Challenged
AGEISM exists in Andover and needs to be challenged

Last week, I witnessed my fi rst examples of ageism in 
Andover, of adults failing to recognise and respect the 
capabilities of our youth of today. I was shocked at how some 
adults reacted to a youth carrying out a position of responsi-
bility and really disappointed when some tried to undermine 
the youth’s position to score pointless political points.

I never experienced ageism as a youth because between 
the ages of 13-16, I worked in cafes and fi sh n chips shops, 
and at 16 I joined the Army. Perhaps it was the uniform the 
adults respected, who knows. As an adult, I have always 
strived to treat the youth with the same respect I received 
growing up and actively encourage their engagement and 
involvement in society.  The vital youth work that Love 
Andover is leading on, is a shining example of how people 
and organisations should act.

Some adults clearly retain the old-style mindset that 
children and youths “should be seen and not heard”. Perhaps 
they need to go back to school themselves and re-learn 
how to show respect for our youth and how to involve 
them more in our society. I do hope they change their ageist 
attitudes and actively help the youth of today learn how to 
respect everyone. We need them to grow up as responsible, 
respectful adults, so they can replace us when we drift off 
into retirement, our twilight years and eventually, our mortal 
coil.

Kind Regards
David Coole
Anna Ward Councillor
Leader of Andover Independents Group on TVBC and 
TVBC Minority Opposition Group Leader

Dan with Award 
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Walk Out Our Door With More
Mon-Fri: 9am-5.30pm
Sat: 9am-3pm www.ewecash.co.uk 01264 335566

andover@ewecash.co.uk

BUY BACK
Fast instant cash against 
goods - anything considered!

PAWNBROKING
Low Interest loans against almost
anything you can bring us!

11 Bridge Street, Andover, SP10 1BE

NEWS

White Ribbon Day Says No To Violence

THE works to transform the area 
surrounding Town Mills into a pic-
turesque riverside park are forging 
ahead, despite the national restrictions 
that have recently come into place.

Unlike the situation during lockdown 
earlier this year, which saw the pro-
ject put on hold as contractors were 
redeployed to work on emergency 
works elsewhere, the construction 
works have not been affected by the 
recently introduced restrictions this 
time and the development continues 
to progress well.

Phase two of the project, which 
started last month, will see new walk-
ways being constructed in the area, as 
well as the creation of the new riverside 
park and enhanced Pocket Park. The 
new park will be bursting with trees 
and greenery to really showcase the 
river and the new spot will become the 

ideal space for people to relax, picnic, 
play and enjoy.

The scheme is a joint project between 
Test Valley Borough Council, Hamp-
shire County Council and Andover 
Vision and has received more than 
half a million pounds in funding from 
the Enterprise M3 Local Enterprise 
Partnership (LEP). It marks the first 
step towards the total transforma-
tion and redevelopment of the town 
centre after the council approved the 
masterplan for Andover at the end of 
September.

Leader of Test Valley Borough Coun-
cil, Councillor Phil North, said “I’m 
really pleased that the Town Mills 
riverside development has not been 
affected by the latest national restric-
tions as the project is developing so 
well. We are all working hard to deliver 
the new riverside park and as we get 

further into the second stage of the 
works we can really see the develop-
ment coming together. This will be a 
fantastic asset for the town that resi-
dents, visitors and people of all ages 
will be able to enjoy for years to come.”

Councillor Rob Humby, Deputy 
Leader of Hampshire County Coun-
cil and Executive Member of Econ-
omy, Transport and Environment, 
said: “It’s business as usual for our 
work to improve Hampshire’s road 
network during this second period of 
national COVID-19 restrictions and 
we’ll make good use of this quieter 
time on the roads to press ahead with 
improvements across the county, which 
includes the Andover Town Centre 
improvements. This scheme sup-
ports Test Valley Borough Council’s 
regeneration plans for Andover Town 
Centre, and will help to make the town 
centre become a more attractive area 
for pedestrians and cyclists.

“Hampshire County Council has 
appointed Skanska to carry out these 
works. We are keen to actively support 
our market towns across Hampshire 
and we are investing capital funds to 
help them prosper. Every effort will 
be made to minimise disruption for 
businesses and residents during the 
works.”

It is hoped that the work to create the 
new riverside park will be completed 
in spring 2021.

Construction continues on Town 
Mills riverside transformation 

viduals and organisations that work 
hard to eradicate bullying, making 
it more of an inclusive world for all 
of us.

They help educate that next gen-
eration and drive a goal of cultural 
change. Importantly, the awards 
allow us to celebrate their work and 
help them continue their great work.”

In a short acceptance speech, the 
radio station founder said, “I want 
to thank the team I have here in 
the backwaters of Hampshire, but 
also our listeners. It’s their listening 
which allows us to sell advertising 

which we then convert into money 
to be spent on providing community 
services that support people in our 
local area.”

The radio’s latest offer to the local 
community is to help listeners keep 
in touch with family and friends this 
festive season with two Facebook 
Portals.

95.9FM Andover Radio is giv-
ing away the stylish photo-frame 
style digital video screens on the 
Love Andover Facebook page.  The 
screen enables simple, easy-to-use 
video chats with people, the Portal’s 
camera can even follow you around, 
making it easy to keep energetic kids 
‘on screen’ during conversations.

“We have a habit of giving away 
goodies”, says Andover Radio direc-
tor Ben Tuffin.  “We’ve given away 
Xboxes, loads of smart speakers and 
a Nintendo Switch as well as sub-
scriptions to Disney Plus and Netflix.  
We do it because we like seeing the 
look on our finance director’s face. 
Tis the season of goodwill after all.”

Local lady Sharon Miles com-
mented online: “Fab prizes. I love 
Andover and your fab comps.” This 
week Andover Radio has also given 
away tickets to the Drive In Cinema 
at Finkley Down Farm this weekend, 
where there will be outdoor showings 
of Christmas movies, Love Actually 
and Elf.

To enter the draw to win a Face-
book Portal, like @LoveAndover on 
Facebook and share the competition 
post.  Winners will be announced on 
Friday 18th December and prizes 
delivered the next day.

Ben Cohen Zoom
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LOCAL Shipton Bellinger resident 
dubbed Mary Poppins has turned a 
creative hand to one of the local vil-
lage phone boxes by transforming 
it into a magical phone box post-
box so that the children’s letters 
will get delivered to Santa Claus.

Tania ‘Mary Poppins’ Ebsworth 
was inspired to bring some Christ-
mas cheer to the local children 
after seeing online some creative 
ways people around the UK have 
made use of derelict phone boxes. 
After putting out the message on 
Facebook and then getting per-
mission to go ahead with her idea, 
Tania started work on the phone 
box on the High Street in Shipton 
Bellinger. Tania told Love Andover: 
“Myself and my partner have just 
decorated it with all our little home 
made niknaks.”

The red telephone kiosk is a Brit-
ish icon recognised all over the 
world and at their peak in 1992, 
before mobile telephones, there 
were 92,000 phone boxes in the UK. 
BT are steadily removing these 
from our streets, the ones that are 
not in use but still stand have had 
a variety of different uses from 
libraries to lifesaving machines, by 
converting it into a public access 
defibrillator.

Tania took inspiration from see-
ing some very creative uses and 
decided to get straight to work. 
Tania shared: “I saw something 
online before going to bed one even-
ing that a friend of mine had posted, 
so I mentioned it to my partner. I 
then pondered for five seconds and 
said to him we could do this. I put a 
post on the Shipton Page to put out 
the feelers and see if people would 
be interested… It was a hit, so my 
planning began.

I currently work full time but 

have had a week’s leave, so what 
better way to fill it during lockdown 
than this!!! I don’t have children 
myself but am known to my friends 
as Mary Poppins, I love the magic 
of Christmas and can’t help but feel 
that the magic might be a little lost 
this year, so why not put a little bit 
back into the village we so love liv-
ing in and call our home.

It touched my heart when a lady 
replied to a post to say that her 9 
year old son was worried Santa 
won’t come this year because of 
COVID and that’s exactly the rea-
son I’m doing it, because children 
have lost out on so much this year, 
that I think it’s important they have 

just a little something which doesn’t 
cost a penny to make them smile.”

Children can post their letter 
to Santa anytime at the phone 
box which is on the High Street in 
Shipton Bellinger, if you’re coming 
from outside of Shipton, parents 
are asked to include a stamp, so 
that Santa can send the letter to 
the correct address.

We were able to talk to Santa 
earlier who said “HO! HO! HO! what 
a brilliant idea Tania has done and 
the phone box looks magical, I look 
forward to receiving lots of letters 
from the good boys and girls of 
Shipton Bellinger. I always enjoy 
that part of the world. HO! HO! HO!”

Mary Poppins keeps the 
magic alive for villagers

By Ben Tuffin
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ANDOVER Radio has joined 
forces with local musicians to help 
the town’s younger people count 
down the days until Christmas.

Each morning at 8.30am, 95.9FM 
Andover Radio plays a special 
arrangement of ‘Sleeps to Santa’, 
performed by local singer-song-
writer Dan Parkinson and popular 
local drummer and music teacher 

Dave Allon.  The recordings were 
made at Wooden Heart Studios on 
Millway Road and are a simple, fun 
countdown to the biggest day in a 
young person’s calendar.

“This will get totally stuck in your 
head”, says Andover Radio station 
manager Craig Hicks.  “But you 
won’t forget the number of days 
until the big fella in the red suit 

arrives”.   The fun but repetitive 
refrain meant Dan had to record 
24 versions of the essentially the 
same lyrics.  “Each day’s lyrics are 
repeated fi ve times, so fair play to 
Dan who recorded all 120 lines in 
a matter of hours,” adds Craig.  “It 
must’ve been exhausting to do all 
that work.”

To sing along each weekday 
morning, just reduce the number 
of days and join in with this festive 
countdown.

TV Personality Gaby Roslin has 
appealed directly to Love Ando-
ver Observer Readers to nomi-
nate children from the town and 
surrounding villages to receive 
a WellChild Award and in doing 
so give us all a boost after this 
tough year.

Gaby explained: “As an ambas-
sador for WellChild, the national 
charity for seriously ill children, I 
would like to appeal to your read-
ers to give a brave and special 
young person in your area the 
credit they deserve by nominat-
ing them for the 2021 WellChild 
Awards in this year when I think 
we all need a boost of positive news 
to get us through a tough time!

At the WellChild Awards 2021, 
in association with GSK, we will 
be paying a public tribute to some 
of the UK’s very special children, 
young people and caring profes-
sionals. And I know there must be 
many worthy nominees in your 
area whose courage, inspirational 
qualities and bravery in the face 
of adversity mean they deserve 
their moment to shine.

So many families have felt for-
gotten during COVID-19, through 
the WellChild Awards it is time to 
hear their stories, shine a light on 
the challenges they have faced 
and recognise their strength and 
resilience. We also hope that it will 
bring some much-needed hope and 
positivity to their lives.

We are looking for inspirational 
children and young people who 
have defi ed the odds in the face 
of serious illness and the selfl ess 

nurses, doctors, brothers, sisters 
and friends who help care for them. 
This is your opportunity to give 
them the recognition they deserve.

I am proud to be a long-standing 
ambassador for WellChild and I 
have presented the WellChild 
Awards many times alongside 
The Duke of Sussex and a host of 
celebrity guests. The awards are 
a truly magical experience for the 
winners who have an evening they 
will never forget. I have seen for 
myself the wonderful boost that 
the Awards bring to the winners 
and nominees, many of whom are 
living with serious illnesses. In 
this of all years that’s something 
they really need.

Nominations for the 2021 Well-
Child Awards are open now so I 

would like to appeal to your read-
ers to please get yours in before 
the closing date on Monday 14th 
December at noon. Get the details 
of how to nominate them now on 
WellChild’s website https://www.
wellchild.org.uk/awards/ or by call-
ing 01242 530007.

The winners will be invited along 
with their nominator to attend the 
WellChild Awards ceremony in 
2021, where I will be among the 
celebrity guests and supporters 
to congratulate them personally.

I would love your readers to be 
involved in nominating a deserving 
winner in the WellChild Awards 
and help lift everybody’s mood. If 
you know someone who deserves 
to be recognised then please show 
them just how special they are.”

Dave Allon and Dan Parkinson 

Nominate someone 
special for the 2021 
WellChild Awards

Count the sleeps to Santa

CPRE Hampshire, the countryside char-
ity is looking for two new sponsors for its 
Countryside Awards 2021.

The Countryside Awards celebrate a 
beautiful, diverse and living countryside 
that everyone can value and enjoy and 
demonstrate the many benefi ts of our coun-
tryside and local green spaces.

There are sponsorship opportunities 
in two categories; Rural Enterprise and 
Young People. The

Rural Enterprise category recognises 
businesses, community businesses or coun-
cil organisations which enhance the rural 
environment and/or rural economy. The 
Young People category celebrates work 
that supports young people, with a particu-
lar focus on developing an appreciation, 
knowledge and love of the countryside and 
environment.

CPRE Hampshire’s Chair, Dee Haas says: 
“Our fl agship event, the Countryside Awards 
highlight some of the wonderful ways in 
which communities, young people and busi-
nesses get involved with the environment, 

fostering a love of the countryside or care 
for our precious wildlife and resources.

During the coronavirus pandemic, there’s 
been a surge of appreciation for the country-
side and an awareness of the role that green 
spaces and nature play in our wellbeing. 
We’re realising the value of the countryside 
nearest to our homes. CPRE Hampshire’s 
Countryside Awards celebrate those work-
ing to enhance our countryside and local 
green spaces and support our vision for 
a beautiful and thriving countryside that 
enriches all our lives.”

CPRE Hampshire asks each sponsor 
for a donation of £2,500 to the charity each 
year that the awards are run – currently 
every other year. To fi nd out more and to 
understand how your organisation could 
benefi t from being involved, please visit 
the charity’s website or email chair@cpre-
hampshire.org.uk.

The Countryside Awards culminate in a 
high-profi le ceremony held in September 
presented by Her Majesty’s Lord Lieuten-
ant for Hampshire, Nigel Atkinson Esq.

New sponsorship opportunities 
for CPRE Countryside Awards 

22 Sleeps to Go,
22 Sleeps to Santa.
22 Sleeps ‘til the big fat fella
Comes down your chimney
And brings you presents
And drinks your beer,
22 Sleeps to Santa.
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MOST of us will have tossed a coin into 
a fountain, or dropped a penny down a 
wishing well, hoping that our wishes 
will come true. In the beautiful gardens 
of Whitchurch Silk Mill, a Great Wish-
ing Tree will glisten and sparkle this 
December, where people can leave their 
wishes and hopes.

Across the world and across the cen-
turies people and wildlife have been 
attracted to trees for the refuge they pro-
vide. A wishing tree is a tree which has 
been chosen and is used for offerings and 
wishes. People travel from miles around 
to see these trees to have a wish granted, 
or a prayer heard. Sometimes they pre-
sent offerings for good luck, including 
coins and in China, where silk originated, 
Wishing Trees are often decorated with 
ribbons. The Whitchurch Wishing Tree 
will be decorated in lights and ribbons 
woven on the Mill’s historic looms, the 
first time in many years these ribbons 
have been woven.

For many this is a bleak time of year, 
made worse by the pandemic that has 
rocked our world. The Great Wishing 
Tree of Whitchurch will hopefully mark 
the beginning of the end of this time, as 
we wish for a new beginning. The outdoor 
Wishing Tree installation from Zeal Live 
and Palmbrokers will hopefully entice 
the community and visitors back to see 
the Mill, Sue Tapliss, the Mill Director 
said: “We want people to make a wish. 
Write it down on a piece of paper and tie 
it onto the fence that protects our Great 
Wishing Tree. We are asking all local 
people to do the same, to keep wishing, 
until the fence is covered with wishes.”

May all your dreams come true

A creative local chef has had so 
much fun experimenting with 
home made ice creams that she 
has launched a new business.

Norelle Oberin has been able 
to spend more time in her own 
kitchen developing a long-held plan 
to introduce a speciality brand. 
From her base in Weyhill, Norelle 
is now concentrating on a range 
of ice creams under the name of 
Froz, to highlight her Australian 
roots, in addition to a selection of 
home ready meals.

Norelle started her training 
at the world famous Hyatt hotel 
in Melbourne and has amassed 
over thirty years experience in the 
catering and hospitality industries. 
She has been settled in the UK for 
the past thirteen years as a Head 
Chef within British Gastro dining 
establishments. Norelle is well 
known in the local area having 
worked as a freelancer in many 
village pubs including The White 
Horse Inn, The George Inn, The 
Red Lion and The Hawk.

Norelle told Love Andover:  “I’m 
really excited with these products 
and they have been flying out the 
door. Lockdown has given me the 
opportunity to have a play with 
the different flavours and they are 
going down well.”

Her ice creams and sorbets are 
made using top quality ingredients 
and include traditional flavours as 
well as some that are more exotic 
including:  White Chocolate and 
Chilli; Brown Bread, Liquorice; 
Toasted Coconut; Rum and Raisin; 
Lavender and Gin and Tonic sorbet.

Customers with dietary restric-
tions are catered for too as Norelle 

has produced vegetarian, keto/dia-
betic and Vegan varieties. Norelle 
also offers a delivery service, bring-
ing the product to you.

Norelle added “We’ve had 
requests for some wacky flavours 
which we have done for customers. 
We deliver too, all over Andover 
and out to Wiltshire too.”

Froz is also offering a Christmas 
selection to include: Mulled wine;  
Bailey’s Irish cream; Christmas 
pudding; Vodka and Cranberry 
and Buck’s Fizz sorbet.

For a full list of Froz products 
or to enquire about the bespoke 
service, please contact Norelle at 
wizardoffroz@gmail.com.

LAST weekend, local Andover families 
experienced a little magic with a fam-
ily walk to spot all the window makers 
who took part in the Andover’s Window 
Wanderland event.

Throughout October and November, 
residents and businesses were encour-
aged to register as window makers to 
create magical, winter displays in their 
windows ready for the weekend of the 
28 and 29 November. Together these 
windows formed a wonderful winter 
walking trail, which passers-by enjoyed.

Over one hundred windows were reg-
istered in Andover, with over twenty of 
those being local businesses including: 
Andover Radio; Andover Library; Ando-
ver Museum; C & M DIY; Alex McGarry 
Art; Janet Mary Floral Designs; The 
Lights and The Travelling Cupcake in 
the town centre. Further afield people 
can enjoy windows at: YMCA Augusta 
Park; St Paul’s Church of England at 
Knights Enham and Egg Day Nursery 
at Picket Twenty; all in addition to the 
residential windows taking part.

Local companies, Lee Filters and 
Fusion Office Supplies kindly supported 

Andover’s Window 
Wanderland Weekend

Wizard of Froz is whipping up ice treats

By Sarah Gisbourne
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Cooper Foods can supply 
meat, deli, fish & frozen 

seafood, pasta & desserts. 

Collection minimum order £30 
Delivery minimum order £50  

 Free delivery 
 

Orders can be placed by calling the 
office between 9am & 2.30pm or on 

our new website. 

 www.cooperfoodsdirect.co.uk 

All deliveries to home addresses will 
be by arrangement and all social 

distancing guidelines will be 
adhered to. Collections are from our 

unit on Portway Industrial Estate, 
Andover. 

 
For further details please see our 

Facebook posts, take a look on our 
website or call the office on 

 01264 321050. 
All orders are subject to availability. 

 
 

Now open to the 
public 
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deliveries available 

For further information 
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Cooper Foods can supply meat, deli, fish & frozen seafood, 
pasta & desserts.

Collection minimum order £30   Delivery minimum order £50
Free delivery

Orders can be placed by calling the office between 9am & 2.30pm or on our 
new website.

www.cooperfoodsdirect.co.uk
All deliveries to home addresses will be by arrangement and all social distancing 

guidelines will be adhered to. Collections are from our unit on  
Portway Industrial Estate, Andover.

For further details please see our Facebook posts, take a look on our website or 
call the office on  01264 321050.
All orders are subject to availability.
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the initiative by donating materials, 
which the council made into packs and 
delivered to workshop participants 
during lockdown.

Leader of Test Valley Borough Coun-
cil, Councillor Phil North, said: “The 
Window Wanderland project has been 
a fantastic way of bringing together 
businesses, families and communities 
with one goal in mind, to share crea-
tive fun and bring the festive spirit to 
Andover.”

This was an informal trail with no 
start or end point, so families could 
take part where and when they wanted 
in a socially distanced and safe way, 
and enjoy a stroll in the fresh air at 
the same time.

Pictured are just some of the win-
dows that we enjoyed discovering dur-
ing the weekend.

NEWS

A ‘grand’ milestone has been 
reached as Hampshire County 
Council celebrates its 1000th 
apprentice

More staff at Hampshire County 
Council are better qualified than 
when they started working there, 
thanks to the organisation’s com-
mitment to creating apprenticeship 
training opportunities which, this 
month, has seen the enrolment of 
the 1000th corporate apprentice.

Councillor Roz Chadd, the County 
Council’s Executive Member for 
Education and Skills marked this 
milestone by congratulating the 
Hampshire Achieves team which 
delivers the programme. She com-

mented: “As an employer, we have 
always been ambitious with our 
apprenticeship programme, from 
recruitment of new starters to 
encouraging existing staff of all ages 
and levels, across all departments,  
to take up apprenticeships in rel-
evant skills to improve the delivery 
of our  services. I am very proud to 
mark this milestone apprenticeship 
and look forward to many more. By 
investing in our workforce, we have 
been able to modernise our services 
to meet the challenges of budget 
constraints and, in recent months, 
manage the extra demands due to 
Covid-19.

This year we have also supported 

apprenticeships within the wider 
Hampshire community, by approving 
£1 million to be transferred from our 
Apprenticeship Levy contributions to 
local businesses and organisations to 
enable them to take on apprentices of 
their own. The scheme has been par-
ticularly successful in the adult care 
sector, with 139 new apprenticeships 
started in the community where such 
skills are in great demand.”

The 1000th County Council appren-
tice is Jean Stroud, from Kingsclere, 
who has recently started a Level 3 
Lead Adult Care apprenticeship, 
combining online study with Covid 
safe practical experience. Jean 
works in community reablement, 
a frontline role helping adults with 
care and support needs to achieve 
their personal goals and live as 
independently and safely as pos-
sible, enabling them to have control 
and choice in their lives. Jean said: 
“The support has been fantastic 
in the way we get time off to study 
and complete our assignments. As 
a hands-on person who has always 
avoided too much technology, I was 
even offered computer tuition, but 
I think I am slowly figuring things 
out on my own! I would recommend 
an apprenticeship. In my case, it 
makes my duties as a community 
reablement assistant so much more 
meaningful. By doing the research 
I need to complete assignments, 
my knowledge is expanded, and the 
upskilling process is ongoing.”

FAMILIES across Andover were sad to lose 
The Co-operative Food Andover on Charlton 
Road.

On Monday 30 November the staff at the 
YMCA and APCA, teamed with Cllr Tracy 
Tasker and Cllr Nick Matthews, who are 
Councillors for Roman Ward in Test Valley 
Borough Council, helped to move the surplus 
stock to the YMCA and Augusta park com-
munity centres in Andover.

Richard Bundy who works at Co-op said: 
“This food has kindly been donated from 
the closure of Charlton Road Store. For the 
residents of Andover, it’s great that it goes 
into the Community.”

At the YMCA in Andover their community 
cupboard is now full. They now have enough 
stock to continue to support local families 
throughout the winter. You can contact them 

on 01264 310140.
The team at the YMCA in Andover said: 

“We are overwhelmed at how much com-
munity spirit we have seen over the last 
month, a massive thank you to Richard and 
his team at The Co-operative Food Andover, 
East Anton Farm Road for organising today’s 
donations.”

The Augusta Park Community Centre 
is open everyday from 9.30-12.30 for food 
collections, so if anyone is in need please 
feel free to contact them. Their telephone 
number is 01264 310921.

The team at Augusta Park community 
centre said, “Thank you ever so much for 
organising this Richard. Also, a massive 
thanks to Paula at the community centre 
for all her hard work in helping to organise 
the delivery and space for this food. Thanks 
to Cllr Tasker and Cllr Matthews for giving 
up their time to assist with unloading and 
to the rest of the team.”

Jean Stroud 

1000th apprentice helps 
adults live independently 

Store closure fills food cupboardsAndover’s Window 
Wanderland Weekend

By Sarah Gisbourne
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For all your 
outdoor living needs

WE SELL
● Paving

● 10 & 20mm Shingle

● Walling

● Fencing & Sheds

● 2, 3 & 5 cu yd Skips

TEL:
01264 323 368
www.andoverpatio.co.uk

The Commercial Centre
Picket Piece

Established since 1963

Open Monday - Saturday
7:30 - 5pm.

We off er a delivery service

6 days a week.
Ample Free Parking.

CALOR GAS BOTTLES
AVAILABLE

● Sand

● Ballast

● Grit

● Scalpings
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DURING lockdown Paul Sartin, 
Director of the Andover Museum 
Loft Singers, has created a set 
of music videos for circulation in 
elderly care and community set-
tings which has been  funded with 
a contribution from the Winton 
ward Cllr Community Grant.

The songs which have been 
selected by older people, include 
classics ranging from I Love Paris, 
to Blue Moon, to You Are My Sun-
shine. The idea behind this project 
is to provide entertainment and 
stimulation for the older com-
munity, many of whom may feel 
isolated during lockdown.

Research has found that music 

can enhance mood and that pleas-
ing melodies can deliver benefits 
for physical and mental health, 
memory and important social 
connections. The lyrics to all the 
songs are provided so that people 
can sing along to these feel good 
songs. They can be accessed via 
a YouTube link and also on USB 
sticks which can be provided by 
contacting Paul directly.

For the Youtube page go to:  
https://www.youtube.com/playlis
t?list=PL8HtXWb8pHgPOi6eR8
1ofzQ9XbnwM1lQE.

To contact Paul, email to paul@
paulsartin.co.uk or call him on 
07711 485798.

LAST weekend, the Villages of 
Thruxton, Kimpton, and Fyfield 
kick-started the Festive period 
with some fun and fundraising.

Residents started to adorn their 
houses with lights and in Thruxton 
Richard “Badger” Smart set up 
the “Badger Bazaar” outside his 
house. The Bazaar has sweets for 
the children and also dog treats as 
well as a letter box for the children 
to post letters to Santa and a tree 
for them to hang decorations on.

Richard Smart explained: “The 
Bazaar was officially opened by 
three year old Arthur Wakeman 
who placed the Star on the top 
of the tree and checked that the 
Haribo were up to standard.

The villages decided that this 
year they wanted to join together 
and raise money for gifts for the 
elderly, children and also donations 
to worthy local causes. The fund-
raising began with an online horse 
racing evening with the Lockdown 
Leger” being the top of the bill. On 
Saturday we hosted a raffle and 
thanks to the generosity of local 
businesses and residents with their 
donations and ticket purchases we 
raised £1830. The money raised will 
be spent on a variety of initiatives: 
Presents for Elderly and Children, 
Outdoor Children’s Event, Dona-
tion to Kimpton School and Bright 
Future Pre-School, Donation to 
the Three Villages Sports Trust, 
Donations to the three Village 
Churches and Parish Councils. 
Some of the money was also used 
to plant three Christmas Trees at 
the sports field to represent the 
three villages. It is hoped these will 

grow and that we can have COVID 
free Christmas celebrations at the 
field for many years.

The highlight however of the 
fundraising was the wonderful 
initiative of 5 year old Fred Jack-
man. Fred is a really caring lad 
who loves to make things and he 
decided to combine these talents 
and make wooden reindeers to 
sell and raise money for the vil-
lage. Business was brisk and Fred 
raised an incredible £85! Fred 
decided that the money should 
be spent on a Christmas Tree for 
Thruxton Village Green and some 
sweet treats for the kids – of which 
he and his brothers were of course 
the first recipients of! Fred and 
brothers Rory and Ollie worked 
really hard decorating the tree 
with baubles and lights and the 
result is amazing and will be a real 
vocal point for the village.

Our Community has once again 
shown what can be achieved by 
pulling together and caring for 
all. We have raised an incredible 
total of £2300 with the Christmas 
Fundraising which takes our total 
raised sine lockdown in March to 
a staggering £15,500! There are so 
many people to thank but I’d like to 
make a special mention to Sabesan 
and the staff at Londis in Weyhill 
whose support through this pan-
demic has been incredible. They 
once again donated raffle prizes 
and also some money for the Chil-
dren’s Event and continue to offer 
a wonderful welcoming service to 
our community. And of course I 
have to mention Fred whose Rein-
deer project has filled me with 
enormous pride. He has worked so 
hard on them and done a fantastic 
job and the fact he chose for the 
money to go to the village is an 
incredible gesture for one so young. 
He and his brothers Rory and Ollie 
are a credit to their parents and 
to the village. And finally many 
thanks to young Arthur Wakeman 
for opening the Badger Bazaar, 
making decorations and remind-
ing me if the sweet tub needs to 
be refilled!! More fun events are 
planned throughout December 
and I just want to thank all of the 
residents for their support and 
generosity in these weird times!”

Festive Fun and 
Fundraising

Andover Singers Songs For Seniors

WITH the Christmas break approaching 
fast and the challenging times families 
and individuals are facing, community 
organisations and agencies across the 
Test Valley have come together with the 
Christmas Cracker hamper.

It’s a selection of Christmas treats, Ingre-
dients/recipes for five main meals, ‘do-it 
together’ creative resource pack, books/

board games and a Christmas message 
from local school children. Supportive 
agencies information will also be included, 
giving them pathways of support.

The Christmas Cracker hamper will be 
delivered on the week commencing the 21st 
December 2020 by Unity, The Rotary Club 
and Men shed to name but a few.

To find out more, call 01794 522106.

The Christmas cracker event
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Santa’s Grotto at Dobbies Garden Centre, 
Andover: Children and their families can 
explore the  Winter Wonderland.  You will be 
welcomed by Santa and receive a special gift. 
They have been working hard with Santa and 
his elves to ensure the safety of the team mem-
bers and guests when you arrive this year. As 
current guidelines require all attendees to 
wear a face covering in all areas of the Gar-
den Centre visitors are being asked to come 
prepared with a mask should it be required. 

Finkley Down Farm, Andover: 

Enjoy a magical Christmas experience at 
Finkley Down Farm in Andover. Enjoy Gin-
gerbread Decorating With Mother Christ-
mas and her Clumsy Kitchen Assistant Miss 
Butterscotch, make some Magical Reindeer 
Food with their  Reindeer Trainer Professor 
Rudolfski, the meet Father Christmas In The 
Christmas Barn. 

The Chantry Centre, Andover: Meet Father 
Christmas and his Head Elf at the Chantry 
Centre’s Christmas Grotto. To keep everyone 

safe and smiling, they are 
limiting the number of peo-
ple in the grotto this year; all 
visits must be pre-booked 
in advance using the online 
booking system. 

Hawk Conserv-
ancy Trust: Father 
Christmas and 
more of his magi-
cal team of owls 
will be stopping 
at the Trust for 
this special fam-
ily event. Find 
out what mischief 
Evergreen the Elf 
is up to this year 
and watch the 
magical owls fl y. 
Girls and boys 
will meet Mother 
Christmas, who 
will share some 
freshly-baked 

treats from her kitchen for 
the children to enjoy whilst 
she tells them about the 
magical owls. Father Christ-
mas’ elves will have a special 
present to give out to every 
good girl and boy. The evening includes a magi-
cal owl fl ying display and festive story-telling. 

Cholderton Charlies Farm: Follow a trail 
around the farm, where the children (and 
adults!) can help Santa ‘rebuild’ his sleigh 
that has ‘crash landed’ on the farm! Santa will 
be making special socially distanced appear-
ances on the farm and staff will be making 
sure they offer some Reindeer Making ses-
sions too.

Breakfast at The Folly, Andover: Have 

Breakfast with Santa and visit the grotto whilst 
you’re there. Sittings are at 10am till 12pm on 
the 5th, 12th and 19th December. 

Breakfast With Santa at Chalkhill Blue: Join 
them for Breakfast with Santa on Saturday 
12th December From 10.00 am -11.30 am. Due 
to limited capacity please book your table in 
advance. 

Meet Santa on Zoom: Santa will be providing 
a personalised experience on Zoom for your 
little ones and bringing the magic of Christmas 
to your home thanks to the Hampshire Library 
Service. If you have more than 2 children, they 
recommend you book back to back sessions. 

Suitable for all ages. Calls must be pre 
booked.

All bookings can be made online with each 
venue, prices and availability vary.
By Sarah Gisbourne

Carols on your doorstep 
Join us to sing together on your doorsteps on the Wednesday 16th of 
December at 6pm. 

With so many of our festive events cancelled this year, we aim to build on fabulous com-
munity spirit and use our combined powers to encourage you to celebrate with friends and 
neighbours on doorsteps this December. 

On Wednesday, December 16th at 6pm, tune into Andover Radio 95.9 FM and gather on your 
doorsteps - strictly household bubbles only - and belt out carols from the streets of Andover. 

We will be singing 5 festive songs in a row.  The festive songs we will be singing are: Silent 
Night; Good King Wenceslas; Rudolf The Red Nosed Reindeer; Santa Claus Is Coming To 
Town and Slade’s Merry Christmas Everybody.

In between the songs, we will have some fun festive interaction and fi nish off the festive 
cheer with a Christmas message from Senior Minister, Chris Porter from the Andover 
Baptist Church. 
By Sarah Gisbourne

Poetry inspires 
unique cards
Personal Poet Fiona was established six years 
ago by local resident Fiona Mobbs. 

Fiona will write bespoke poetry for any occasion and at 
this time of year, she joins forces with illustrator, Hannah 
Bottomley, to create a unique Santa poem for a Christmas 
card. 

This year’s poem: Santa 
Overcomes A Modern Chal-
lenge, was inspired by the 
COVID 19 pandemic. Fiona 
thought children might be 
worried that they wouldn’t 
get a visit from Santa if 
he wasn’t allowed to 
visit every household. 
Her Christmas poems 
are always about Santa 
overcoming a problem 
and end on a positive. 

Fiona explained that 
she loves to make peo-
ple smile and wants to 
inspire people to love 
words through poetry. 

Fiona has also pub-
lished three little 
poetry books: one for 
children; Little Rhymes 
For Young Minds and two for adults; Little 
Rhymes for Adult Minds Books 1 and 2. 

If you would like to know more about Fiona and her 
Christmas cards or books, visit www.personalpoetfi ona.
co.uk. Hannah Bottomley can be contacted through her 
website: www.hannahbottomley.co.uk. 

Christmas family bubbles
Following the government announcement about the rules which will be in force over 
the Christmas festive period to allow families to meet up between the 23rd and 27th 
December, we look at what we can and can do to enjoy a peaceful and safe festive season.

Christmas lights hunts for families
If you are looking for a free fun activity to do with your children this month, why not look 
at the festive lights displays on show in Andover and the surrounding villages.

Join the south’s jolliest jog 
Naomi House & Jacksplace have launched a virtual version of their much 
loved Santa Fun Run and are calling for supporters to join in with this 
festive favourite.

In a world where you can be any-
thing, be kind, that is the festive 
message from one local resident 
who is helping to make the magic 
of Christmas happen.

The group Helping Friends and Fur Babies 
was set up just fi ve weeks ago by local Ludg-
ershall resident, Daniella Armstrong. The 
intention was to feed as many vulnerable 
people and their pets as possible but with the 
group growing rapidly, Daniella and her team 
are coming together to host a magical winter 
wonderland on the 19th and 20th December. 

Daniella told Love Andover that it all 
started because: “I had a lot of dog food and 
felt sad that not all dogs were being fed due to 
people’s jobs being cut.” Daniella explained 
that she had reached out to people, offering 
her help and within a day she had food to 
feed twelve dogs. This  escalated as people 
contacted her to say they hadn’t eaten and 
the group was born. 

The Helping Friends and Fur Babies 
Facebook group is completely self funded, 

by Daniella herself, and the local community 
who have come together in a time of need, 
to collect and deliver parcels to those who 
are struggling. 

Daniella continued: “It took off insanely, we 
now have over a thousand followers. My team 
are incredible. They go above and beyond. 
We were self funded myself and others would 
just supply food and get it out. We now have 
a new admin Abe, who also is so passionate 
about what we do. He has helped so much 
and been amazing.” 

The group provides essential items includ-
ing baby food, nappies, baby items, babies/
children clothing, hygiene products for both 
men, women and children, pet food;- dog, cat, 
fi sh and bird. They are also able to source 
more exotic pet supply’s but ask for a little 
notice where possible. On top of this they 
offer cooked meals once a week cooked by 
a volunteer chef. All donations have come 
from local businesses including Kenyons and 
Brysons Banquets or local people who want 
to help out their community. Daniella also 
shared that the Co op in Ludgershall now 

sponsors the group so they now have access 
to more food which she describes as being 
“a massive help”. The group encourages: 
“Do not be afraid to reach out; it will be the 
strongest thing you will ever do.”

The event will give families the opportunity 
to tour the magical Winter Wonderland, set 
up in Daniella’s garden followed by a visit 
with Santa and his elf. On Saturday 19th 
the ‘Grinch’ will be joining the team to try 
and steal Christmas but visitors will have 
fi ve minutes with Santa and children will 
receive a complimentary gift and adults pro-
vided with a hot chocolate. There will be an 
opportunity to take a photo with Santa and 
his elf along with plenty of opportunities to 
photograph the magical Winter Wonderland. 

Daniella concluded “People need to smile 
at the moment and we hope that this event 
will achieve just that, I’m so excited to be 
able to do this, and we hope that this will be 
a long term project so we are able to provide 
this free fun for families year after year.”

By Ella Palmer

Santa in Andover
Where can you fi nd Santa this year?
When you have children, part of the Christmas magic is visiting Santa to make sure that 
they’ve made it onto the nice list this year. Visits will be slightly different this year as there 
will be social distancing measures to follow to keep everyone safe and all tickets must be 
pre-booked. 

Walking in a winter wonderland
Love Andover will be making a tick list with different 

types of Christmas lights to spot –a Christmas Lights 
Scavenger Hunt. 

The lights will continue to appear in the coming 
days and weeks but some houses are ready and wait-
ing for people to visit including: Wetherby Gardens 
Charlton, Andover. SP10 4DH; 4 houses on the top of 
Tintagel close, King Arthurs way, Andover. SP10 4BS; 

Locksbridge Rd, Picket Piece, Andover SP11 
6WL; The Chariots , Augusta Park, Andover, SP11 
6ZA; Roman way, (opposite the school ) SP10 5JY; 
Colenzo Drive,( near to Vigo School) SP10 1JZ.

The village of Overton has also begun the count-
down to Christmas with an Advent Walk where 
villagers are being encouraged to follow a map 
of christmas decorations at local homes and busi-
nesses throughout the month of December.

You can form an exclusive Christmas Bubble with 
no more than three households. You can only be in 
one Christmas Bubble and you cannot change your 
Bubble.

You can travel between tiers and UK nations solely 
for the purpose of meeting your Christmas Bubble. 
You can only meet your Christmas Bubble in private 
homes or in your garden, Places of Worship, or public 
outdoor spaces.

You can continue to meet people who are not in your 
Christmas Bubble outside of your home according to 
the rules in the tier where you’re staying. You cannot 
meet someone in a private dwelling who is not part 
of your household or Christmas Bubble

Existing support bubbles count as one household 
for these purposes. Children of separated parents can 
count as part of each parents Christmas Bubbles and 
move between them.

Care home residents over 65 years of age should 
not leave their homes to form a Christmas Bubble.

Whilst this news has provided a welcome relief 
to many families, not everyone has welcomed this 
news: Brian Pratt commented:“Why are they making 
things so complicated? With tiers of restrictions in 
different areas. Which people have to go and fi nd out 

by visiting their local website? But hang on because 
between x date and y date u can do things differently. 
I put money on the government bringing another 
lockdown back in 21 and then blaming the people 
for not following the rules!”

Victoria Kennedy shared: “I’m struggling to under-
stand why the government are so resistant to fami-
lies, if they so wish, fi nishing for Christmas on 9th 
December. This would allow for an isolation period, 
meaning families with vulnerable people can form 
bubbles over the Christmas period without passing 
on the virus. Then by allowing an isolation period 
in January children can return to school in a safer 
manner. I feel incredibly sorry for education staff 
who are having to make the decision not to spend 
Christmas with their families just so they can spend 
that last week of term supervising kids colouring in 
Christmas cards and watching Christmas movies.”

Cllr Phil North has reminded people on his Face-
book page: “Please remember that you don’t have 
to form a Christmas Bubble. Covid isn’t taking time 
off and the more people you see, the more likely it is 
that you will catch or spread coronavirus. It really 
is down to personal choice.”
By Sarah Gisbourne and Ella Palmer

Naomi House’s event traditionally sees 
hundreds of Santas running through the 
streets, however not this year. But Christ-
mas is never cancelled at Naomi House 
& Jacksplace and participants are being 
encouraged to take part virtually in their 
local areas.

Santas of any age can join in the festive 
fun, they just need to gather their household 
team, choose a location and a date sometime 
in December.  Once registered, they will be 
sent a jolly red Santa suit, complete with 
fl uffy white beard. Participants can walk, 
skip, jump or dance along their 5k route 
and if they raise a minimum of £25 towards 
the work of Naomi House & Jacksplace, the 
charity will present them with a medal to 
celebrate their achievement.

Charlotte Patrick, Events Fundraiser at 
Naomi House & Jacksplace said: “Although 

we’re really disappointed that our normal 
event can’t take place, we’re so excited to 
be able to encourage people to join in the 
fun in their local areas. This event is for all 
ages and we can’t wait to see the photos of 
everyone dressed up in their Santa suits – 
mums, dads, children, grandparents, work 
colleagues.  Even though everyone has to be 
mindful of government guidelines due to the 
pandemic, they can still have loads of fun and 
laughs, whilst supporting local children and 
young adults with serious illnesses.”   

Naomi House & Jacksplace remains open, 
staffed 24 hours a day, for families who are 
struggling, including those who need expert 
care in an emergency, following a hospital 
stay or at the end of a child’s life. 

To register for the virtual Santa Fun Run 
and take part in the festive fun, visit naomi-
house.org.uk/santa.
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Santa’s Grotto at Dobbies Garden Centre, 
Andover: Children and their families can 
explore the  Winter Wonderland.  You will be 
welcomed by Santa and receive a special gift. 
They have been working hard with Santa and 
his elves to ensure the safety of the team mem-
bers and guests when you arrive this year. As 
current guidelines require all attendees to 
wear a face covering in all areas of the Gar-
den Centre visitors are being asked to come 
prepared with a mask should it be required. 

Finkley Down Farm, Andover: 

Enjoy a magical Christmas experience at 
Finkley Down Farm in Andover. Enjoy Gin-
gerbread Decorating With Mother Christ-
mas and her Clumsy Kitchen Assistant Miss 
Butterscotch, make some Magical Reindeer 
Food with their  Reindeer Trainer Professor 
Rudolfski, the meet Father Christmas In The 
Christmas Barn. 

The Chantry Centre, Andover: Meet Father 
Christmas and his Head Elf at the Chantry 
Centre’s Christmas Grotto. To keep everyone 

safe and smiling, they are 
limiting the number of peo-
ple in the grotto this year; all 
visits must be pre-booked 
in advance using the online 
booking system. 

Hawk Conserv-
ancy Trust: Father 
Christmas and 
more of his magi-
cal team of owls 
will be stopping 
at the Trust for 
this special fam-
ily event. Find 
out what mischief 
Evergreen the Elf 
is up to this year 
and watch the 
magical owls fl y. 
Girls and boys 
will meet Mother 
Christmas, who 
will share some 
freshly-baked 

treats from her kitchen for 
the children to enjoy whilst 
she tells them about the 
magical owls. Father Christ-
mas’ elves will have a special 
present to give out to every 
good girl and boy. The evening includes a magi-
cal owl fl ying display and festive story-telling. 

Cholderton Charlies Farm: Follow a trail 
around the farm, where the children (and 
adults!) can help Santa ‘rebuild’ his sleigh 
that has ‘crash landed’ on the farm! Santa will 
be making special socially distanced appear-
ances on the farm and staff will be making 
sure they offer some Reindeer Making ses-
sions too.

Breakfast at The Folly, Andover: Have 

Breakfast with Santa and visit the grotto whilst 
you’re there. Sittings are at 10am till 12pm on 
the 5th, 12th and 19th December. 

Breakfast With Santa at Chalkhill Blue: Join 
them for Breakfast with Santa on Saturday 
12th December From 10.00 am -11.30 am. Due 
to limited capacity please book your table in 
advance. 

Meet Santa on Zoom: Santa will be providing 
a personalised experience on Zoom for your 
little ones and bringing the magic of Christmas 
to your home thanks to the Hampshire Library 
Service. If you have more than 2 children, they 
recommend you book back to back sessions. 

Suitable for all ages. Calls must be pre 
booked.

All bookings can be made online with each 
venue, prices and availability vary.
By Sarah Gisbourne

Carols on your doorstep 
Join us to sing together on your doorsteps on the Wednesday 16th of 
December at 6pm. 

With so many of our festive events cancelled this year, we aim to build on fabulous com-
munity spirit and use our combined powers to encourage you to celebrate with friends and 
neighbours on doorsteps this December. 

On Wednesday, December 16th at 6pm, tune into Andover Radio 95.9 FM and gather on your 
doorsteps - strictly household bubbles only - and belt out carols from the streets of Andover. 

We will be singing 5 festive songs in a row.  The festive songs we will be singing are: Silent 
Night; Good King Wenceslas; Rudolf The Red Nosed Reindeer; Santa Claus Is Coming To 
Town and Slade’s Merry Christmas Everybody.

In between the songs, we will have some fun festive interaction and fi nish off the festive 
cheer with a Christmas message from Senior Minister, Chris Porter from the Andover 
Baptist Church. 
By Sarah Gisbourne

Poetry inspires 
unique cards
Personal Poet Fiona was established six years 
ago by local resident Fiona Mobbs. 

Fiona will write bespoke poetry for any occasion and at 
this time of year, she joins forces with illustrator, Hannah 
Bottomley, to create a unique Santa poem for a Christmas 
card. 

This year’s poem: Santa 
Overcomes A Modern Chal-
lenge, was inspired by the 
COVID 19 pandemic. Fiona 
thought children might be 
worried that they wouldn’t 
get a visit from Santa if 
he wasn’t allowed to 
visit every household. 
Her Christmas poems 
are always about Santa 
overcoming a problem 
and end on a positive. 

Fiona explained that 
she loves to make peo-
ple smile and wants to 
inspire people to love 
words through poetry. 

Fiona has also pub-
lished three little 
poetry books: one for 
children; Little Rhymes 
For Young Minds and two for adults; Little 
Rhymes for Adult Minds Books 1 and 2. 

If you would like to know more about Fiona and her 
Christmas cards or books, visit www.personalpoetfi ona.
co.uk. Hannah Bottomley can be contacted through her 
website: www.hannahbottomley.co.uk. 

Christmas family bubbles
Following the government announcement about the rules which will be in force over 
the Christmas festive period to allow families to meet up between the 23rd and 27th 
December, we look at what we can and can do to enjoy a peaceful and safe festive season.

Christmas lights hunts for families
If you are looking for a free fun activity to do with your children this month, why not look 
at the festive lights displays on show in Andover and the surrounding villages.

Join the south’s jolliest jog 
Naomi House & Jacksplace have launched a virtual version of their much 
loved Santa Fun Run and are calling for supporters to join in with this 
festive favourite.

In a world where you can be any-
thing, be kind, that is the festive 
message from one local resident 
who is helping to make the magic 
of Christmas happen.

The group Helping Friends and Fur Babies 
was set up just fi ve weeks ago by local Ludg-
ershall resident, Daniella Armstrong. The 
intention was to feed as many vulnerable 
people and their pets as possible but with the 
group growing rapidly, Daniella and her team 
are coming together to host a magical winter 
wonderland on the 19th and 20th December. 

Daniella told Love Andover that it all 
started because: “I had a lot of dog food and 
felt sad that not all dogs were being fed due to 
people’s jobs being cut.” Daniella explained 
that she had reached out to people, offering 
her help and within a day she had food to 
feed twelve dogs. This  escalated as people 
contacted her to say they hadn’t eaten and 
the group was born. 

The Helping Friends and Fur Babies 
Facebook group is completely self funded, 

by Daniella herself, and the local community 
who have come together in a time of need, 
to collect and deliver parcels to those who 
are struggling. 

Daniella continued: “It took off insanely, we 
now have over a thousand followers. My team 
are incredible. They go above and beyond. 
We were self funded myself and others would 
just supply food and get it out. We now have 
a new admin Abe, who also is so passionate 
about what we do. He has helped so much 
and been amazing.” 

The group provides essential items includ-
ing baby food, nappies, baby items, babies/
children clothing, hygiene products for both 
men, women and children, pet food;- dog, cat, 
fi sh and bird. They are also able to source 
more exotic pet supply’s but ask for a little 
notice where possible. On top of this they 
offer cooked meals once a week cooked by 
a volunteer chef. All donations have come 
from local businesses including Kenyons and 
Brysons Banquets or local people who want 
to help out their community. Daniella also 
shared that the Co op in Ludgershall now 

sponsors the group so they now have access 
to more food which she describes as being 
“a massive help”. The group encourages: 
“Do not be afraid to reach out; it will be the 
strongest thing you will ever do.”

The event will give families the opportunity 
to tour the magical Winter Wonderland, set 
up in Daniella’s garden followed by a visit 
with Santa and his elf. On Saturday 19th 
the ‘Grinch’ will be joining the team to try 
and steal Christmas but visitors will have 
fi ve minutes with Santa and children will 
receive a complimentary gift and adults pro-
vided with a hot chocolate. There will be an 
opportunity to take a photo with Santa and 
his elf along with plenty of opportunities to 
photograph the magical Winter Wonderland. 

Daniella concluded “People need to smile 
at the moment and we hope that this event 
will achieve just that, I’m so excited to be 
able to do this, and we hope that this will be 
a long term project so we are able to provide 
this free fun for families year after year.”

By Ella Palmer

Santa in Andover
Where can you fi nd Santa this year?
When you have children, part of the Christmas magic is visiting Santa to make sure that 
they’ve made it onto the nice list this year. Visits will be slightly different this year as there 
will be social distancing measures to follow to keep everyone safe and all tickets must be 
pre-booked. 

Walking in a winter wonderland
Love Andover will be making a tick list with different 

types of Christmas lights to spot –a Christmas Lights 
Scavenger Hunt. 

The lights will continue to appear in the coming 
days and weeks but some houses are ready and wait-
ing for people to visit including: Wetherby Gardens 
Charlton, Andover. SP10 4DH; 4 houses on the top of 
Tintagel close, King Arthurs way, Andover. SP10 4BS; 

Locksbridge Rd, Picket Piece, Andover SP11 
6WL; The Chariots , Augusta Park, Andover, SP11 
6ZA; Roman way, (opposite the school ) SP10 5JY; 
Colenzo Drive,( near to Vigo School) SP10 1JZ.

The village of Overton has also begun the count-
down to Christmas with an Advent Walk where 
villagers are being encouraged to follow a map 
of christmas decorations at local homes and busi-
nesses throughout the month of December.

You can form an exclusive Christmas Bubble with 
no more than three households. You can only be in 
one Christmas Bubble and you cannot change your 
Bubble.

You can travel between tiers and UK nations solely 
for the purpose of meeting your Christmas Bubble. 
You can only meet your Christmas Bubble in private 
homes or in your garden, Places of Worship, or public 
outdoor spaces.

You can continue to meet people who are not in your 
Christmas Bubble outside of your home according to 
the rules in the tier where you’re staying. You cannot 
meet someone in a private dwelling who is not part 
of your household or Christmas Bubble

Existing support bubbles count as one household 
for these purposes. Children of separated parents can 
count as part of each parents Christmas Bubbles and 
move between them.

Care home residents over 65 years of age should 
not leave their homes to form a Christmas Bubble.

Whilst this news has provided a welcome relief 
to many families, not everyone has welcomed this 
news: Brian Pratt commented:“Why are they making 
things so complicated? With tiers of restrictions in 
different areas. Which people have to go and fi nd out 

by visiting their local website? But hang on because 
between x date and y date u can do things differently. 
I put money on the government bringing another 
lockdown back in 21 and then blaming the people 
for not following the rules!”

Victoria Kennedy shared: “I’m struggling to under-
stand why the government are so resistant to fami-
lies, if they so wish, fi nishing for Christmas on 9th 
December. This would allow for an isolation period, 
meaning families with vulnerable people can form 
bubbles over the Christmas period without passing 
on the virus. Then by allowing an isolation period 
in January children can return to school in a safer 
manner. I feel incredibly sorry for education staff 
who are having to make the decision not to spend 
Christmas with their families just so they can spend 
that last week of term supervising kids colouring in 
Christmas cards and watching Christmas movies.”

Cllr Phil North has reminded people on his Face-
book page: “Please remember that you don’t have 
to form a Christmas Bubble. Covid isn’t taking time 
off and the more people you see, the more likely it is 
that you will catch or spread coronavirus. It really 
is down to personal choice.”
By Sarah Gisbourne and Ella Palmer

Naomi House’s event traditionally sees 
hundreds of Santas running through the 
streets, however not this year. But Christ-
mas is never cancelled at Naomi House 
& Jacksplace and participants are being 
encouraged to take part virtually in their 
local areas.

Santas of any age can join in the festive 
fun, they just need to gather their household 
team, choose a location and a date sometime 
in December.  Once registered, they will be 
sent a jolly red Santa suit, complete with 
fl uffy white beard. Participants can walk, 
skip, jump or dance along their 5k route 
and if they raise a minimum of £25 towards 
the work of Naomi House & Jacksplace, the 
charity will present them with a medal to 
celebrate their achievement.

Charlotte Patrick, Events Fundraiser at 
Naomi House & Jacksplace said: “Although 

we’re really disappointed that our normal 
event can’t take place, we’re so excited to 
be able to encourage people to join in the 
fun in their local areas. This event is for all 
ages and we can’t wait to see the photos of 
everyone dressed up in their Santa suits – 
mums, dads, children, grandparents, work 
colleagues.  Even though everyone has to be 
mindful of government guidelines due to the 
pandemic, they can still have loads of fun and 
laughs, whilst supporting local children and 
young adults with serious illnesses.”   

Naomi House & Jacksplace remains open, 
staffed 24 hours a day, for families who are 
struggling, including those who need expert 
care in an emergency, following a hospital 
stay or at the end of a child’s life. 

To register for the virtual Santa Fun Run 
and take part in the festive fun, visit naomi-
house.org.uk/santa.
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Why does my breath smell?
Bad breath could be caused by many factors. First try spending
longer brushing your teeth and gums at home. Don’t forget to brush
your tongue afterwards. This can be done with your toothbrush or a
tongue cleaner/scraper. After brushing, clean your toothbrush head
well under the tap, you can even put it in the dishwasher for a deep
clean! Make sure to change your toothbrush head every 2-3
months.

I do try my very hardest brushing and flossing, but I still find
that I suffer with bad breath, what else can you suggest?
Factors such as dry mouth, gut health, smoking and the types of
food you eat can also affect your breath. If you book an
appointment with your dentist or hygienist, they may be able to
identify the cause and offer solutions and information on how to
eliminate the odour. 

For further information, any concerns or to book your appointment
with New Street Dental Care, please call 01264 301 301

info@newstreetdentalcare.co.uk
www.newstreetdentalcare.co.uk 

130 New Street Andover SP10 1DR 

01264 301 301

Bad breath?

HampshireHealthMatters

IT’S an amazing show of public 
support, and funds donated to NHS 
Charities Together have made a 
big difference to the health and 
well-being of staff at Hampshire 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
(HHFT).

Hampshire Hospitals Charity, 
the dedicated charity of Hamp-
shire Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust, is a member of NHS Chari-
ties Together – a national organisa-
tion representing, supporting and 
championing NHS Charities.

Generous support from the pub-
lic – including the amazing fund-
raising of Captain Sir Tom Moore 
who attracted £33million of public 
support ¬– means the NHS Chari-
ties Together COVID-19 Appeal 
has so far raised more than £140m 
nationally.

Hampshire Hospitals Charity 
has been utilising its first tranche 
of donations from the NHS Chari-
ties Together COVID-19 appeal 

for initiatives that enhance the 
health and well-being of its 6,000-
plus workforce.

Malcolm Ace, chief financial 
officer of HHFT, said: “Thank you 
to everyone who has donated to 
NHS Charities Together during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Hampshire 
Hospitals Charity is proud to be a 
member of this national organisa-
tion, and we are delighted that we 
have so far been able to put more 
than £100,000 of donations to good 
use to enhance the well-being of 
our hard-working staff.

We have been able to fund staff 
welfare initiatives in a number of 
ways, including during our Staff 
Focus Week in September, and 
all our staff have been given a 
HHFT water-bottle as a thank 
you and a permanent reminder of 
the extraordinary months we have 
lived through.”

NHS Charities Together grant 
funding has also enabled HHFT 

to enhance its ongoing programme 
of support for Black, Asian, and 
Minority Ethnic (BAME) col-
leagues.

Katie Prichard-Thomas, HHFT 
associate director of nursing, 
added: “Thank you to NHS Chari-
ties Together for providing HHFT 
with vital funding support for these 
important initiatives, and we are 
grateful to everyone who has 
donated to NHS Charities Together.

These donations have enabled us 
to fund the creation of Staff Well-
ness centres, where our staff can 
take much-needed breaks and have 
downtime during what has been 
the most challenging of times for 
NHS workers. We were delighted 
to distribute more than 6,000 water 
bottles to staff. These thank-you 
gifts can be used on a daily basis, 
and in all seasons. As well as help-
ing staff to keep hydrated, they are 
sustainable and environmentally-
friendly.”

A number of care homes across Hampshire 
are taking part in an innovative new national 
scheme to support family visitors to have 
regular Covid-19 tests in order to visit loved 
ones more safely.

Hampshire County Council’s Executive 
Member for Adult Social Care and Health, 
Councillor Liz Fairhurst shared: “We are 
delighted to be taking part in this innova-
tive pilot which is going to help residents to 
receive visits from their loved ones more 
regularly and with added reassurance, whilst 
also paving the way for a wider roll out of 
this approach nationally.

Here in Hampshire, we have been working 
hard to enable visits to go ahead at all our 
care homes where possible, with appropriate 
safeguards in place and in line with national 
guidance - to protect residents, visitors 
and staff. We know that the pandemic has 
meant limits to contact with residents which 

has been extremely challenging and I’d 
like to thank everyone for their continued 
understanding and support. As more test-
ing options become possible and vaccines 
are introduced, we look forward to bringing 
more families and friends together as soon 
as possible.”

Regular testing will be offered to one 
family member or friend per resident, which 
– when combined with other infection-control 
measures such as PPE – will support more 
meaningful visits. The aim is to enable, 
where possible, indoor visits without a screen 
to take place while reducing the risk to care 
home residents, staff and visitors.

The pilot aims to further develop the evi-
dence base for how testing with fast, reliable 
COVID-19 tests can be delivered at scale.

Hampshire is one of only three areas in 
England chosen to take part in the pilot 
ahead of a wider roll-out nationally.

PEOPLE aged over fifty in Ando-
ver will be able to get their free 
flu vaccination from December 1, 
through into the new year.

As part of the expanded flu vac-
cination programme, this year is 
the first that people aged 50 to 64 
are also eligible for the free flu 
vaccination.It comes as the uptake 
for this year’s campaign has seen 
thousands of people from across 
Hampshire coming forward to get 
their flu jab.

Dr Nicola Decker, GP and clini-
cal chair of NHS North Hampshire 
Clinical Commissioning Group, 
said: “This winter is like no other 
for us and the NHS is committed 
to protecting as many people as 
possible from the effects of flu. Our 
flu programme is well underway 
in Hampshire and it is good news 
that we have already vaccinated 
more people this year compared 
to last year. We will of course 
continue to vaccinate people in 
at-risks groups, and it’s great we 
are now able to offer it to more 
people in the community. Getting 
the flu jab not only protects you 
from the more severe effects, but 
reduces the risk of spreading it to 
those who are more vulnerable.”

If you are in this newly eligible 
group, you will automatically be 
contacted by your local GP surgery 
to receive your vaccination.

The initial groups to receive 
their f lu jabs were offered a 
helping hand as Siola Gard-
ner explained: “Unity were 
approached by the Shepherd 
Spring Surgery in Andover by 
Belinda Tan, with a request to 
help them marshall at the weekend 
flu clinics throughout October and 
November this year for a total of 
five Saturdays.

Unity coordinates the Test Val-
ley Volunteer Centre and are well 
placed with regards to volunteer 
recruitment and management. 
During the first Lockdown, Unity 
registered over 350 volunteers 
through their own internal sys-
tem.”

A rota of two to three volunteers 
was set up to cover the five Satur-
day Flu Clinics. Mick Quilty, who 
stepped up to help with every one 
of the days shared: “I was more 
than happy to help out. It is my 
local practice and it was good to 
be able to help out, plus I was on 
the home territory.”

For the next round of vacci-
nations, Sultan ‘Sid’ Dajani, an 
award winning independent com-
munity pharmacist and media 
commentator has joined forces 
with Andover Radio to provide 
free flu jabs to people most at risk 
this winter.

The local radio station’s com-

munity team will be out and about 
in their ‘LoveBus’ with the popu-
lar pharmacist from Andover over 
the winter months.  The owner of 
Wainwright’s Chemists said: “ 
The season started three months 
ago and never has it been more 
important to get jabbed, regard-
less of fitness and if you’ve never 
had the flu. Although the flu jab 
doesn’t protect against C19, flu 
will compromise your immune 
system as your body fights against 
it, thus weakening it and that 
means you’ll have little fight left 
if you get COVID at the same.

That’s why you are four times 
likely to die with a double combo. 
Having the flu jab means if you get 
covid your immune system will 
be much more resolute and your 
odds against are vastly improved. 
The flu jab doesn’t just boost your 
immune system and helps your 
body stay strong but it also stops 
the spread of flu because it dies 
within you, so you’re protecting 
all those around you.”

Following the news that Covid-
19 vaccines will be available as 
early as next week, Andover Radio 
has also offered its LoveBus and 
volunteers to assist the NHS with 
distribution of the Pfizer/BioN-
Tech jabs to assist with reducing 
the inevitable pressure on GP 
surgeries.

NHS Charities Together Helps Staff At HHFT

Innovative pilot to offer 
regular Covid 19 testing

A helping hand to administer 
more free flu vaccinations
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HampshireHealthMatters

THE NHS has enhanced the NHS 
111 service in North and Mid 
Hampshire, making it easier than 
ever for people to get the care they 
need quickly and safely.

NHS 111 First is now up and 
running at Basingstoke and North 
Hampshire Hospital and the Royal 
Hampshire County Hospital in Win-
chester, providing booked arrival 
slots into the emergency depart-
ments (ED). It is intended to cut 
waiting times for urgent care, and 
direct people straight to the most 
appropriate service for their health 
needs.

Every patient who contacts NHS 
111 First is assessed by a health 
advisor, supported by clinicians, 
who provides advice or directs them 
to the most appropriate service for 
their needs. That could be ED, the 
minor injuries clinic in Andover, a 
GP practice or a pharmacy, or the 
person could be given advice over 
the phone. If the patient is advised 
to attend ED but their condition is 
not assessed as being a medical 
emergency, NHS 111 offers to book 
them an arrival slot.

Contacting NHS 111 and getting 
a timed slot for an appointment in 
the emergency department not 
only reduces the amount of time 
people need to wait to get the help 
they need, it supports hospital staff 
to be able to care for everyone who 
comes through the doors.

About half of ED attendances 
are ‘self-presenting’, or walk-in 
patients, with the majority of those 
cases taking place during the day 
and early evening. This makes it 
difficult to manage waiting areas 
so that social distancing can be 

maintained.
NHS 111 First also reduces the 

risk of transmission of COVID-19 
by reducing the number of people 
gathering in waiting areas.

Dr Lara Alloway, chief medical 
officer at Hampshire Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust commented: “The 
Covid-19 pandemic has dramatically 
changed how we provide care, and 
that starts right at the front doors 
of our hospitals in our emergency 
departments. In North and Mid 
Hampshire we are now asking all 
patients with an urgent – but not 
serious or life-threatening – injury 
to contact NHS 111 first, instead 
of arriving unannounced at the 
emergency department.

Using NHS 111 First helps us to 
keep patients safe, and makes it 
as easy as possible for people to be 
put directly in touch with the right 
clinical service for them, first time.

Our emergency departments are 
open at all times and anyone experi-
encing a medical emergency should 
still call 999. Patients who arrive 
at ED without contacting NHS 111 
first will still receive high quality 
emergency care and treatment.”

John Black, Medical Director 
at South Central Ambulance Ser-
vice (SCAS), added: “The co-oper-
ation and partnership between all 
parts of the NHS in North and Mid 
Hampshire has been outstanding. 
We have delivered a significant 
improvement to a key service, and 
have done this quickly.

Our NHS 111 health advisors and 
clinical teams will be able to direct 
patients to the quickest and most 
appropriate treatment centre for 
their clinical needs. We believe that 

NHS 111 First is more convenient 
for people, and safer. Nobody likes 
having to wait around, or be passed 
from one service to another, and 
now we can cut out that inconven-
ience for patients, and get them in 
touch with the care they need, with 
less time spent in waiting areas.”

Dr Nicola Decker, clinical lead 
for North and Mid Hampshire, in 
the Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Partnership of Clinical Commis-
sioning Groups, concluded: “We 
really believe that our NHS 111 
First will be a better, safer experi-
ence for people using the service, 
and has the potential to ease the 
pressure on the NHS during the 
pandemic and peak times.

Local GPs are playing a vital 
role – our clinical assessment ser-
vice links with NHS 111 so that any 
patient asking for urgent help can 
have their needs carefully assessed 
by experienced clinicians within a 
few minutes of their initial call. The 
clinician will have access to patient 
notes, thus improving continuity 
of care whilst identifying the best 
solution for their need at that time. 
That may be an arrival slot in ED, 
but often we find that patients can 
be safely referred back to their 
GP practice for follow up support, 
given a prescription or directed to 
other help, sparing them a needless 
trip to ED.”

NHS 111, the non-emergency 
number medical helpline, is oper-
ated in North and Mid Hampshire 
by the South Central Ambulance 
Service NHS Foundation Trust. It 
can be contacted for free by phone, 
or online at 111.nhs.uk.

THE NHS in Hampshire is urging pregnant 
women to continue using health services to 
protect themselves and their unborn baby.

One of the best things a pregnant woman 
can do is to have the flu vaccination. Having 
the flu jab at any stage of pregnancy protects 
women and also gives newborn babies vital 
protection in the first few months of their 
lives.

Hampshire GP Dr Nicola Decker said: “I 
encourage all pregnant women to get their 
flu vaccine.

During pregnancy a woman’s immune 
system is naturally weakened as it works 
hard to protect both mum and baby. Getting 
flu during pregnancy can increase the risk 
of miscarriage, having a baby born too soon 
or born with a low birth weight. By having 
your free flu vaccination, either during an 
appointment with your midwife or at your 
GP practice reduces this risk.

It also provides protection for your baby 
once they are born. It’s safe to have at any 
stage in your pregnancy and we would 
encourage you to take up the offer.”

Dr Jo Mountfield, a Hampshire consultant 
obstetrician, added: “There’s no evidence 
that pregnant women are more likely to 
contract coronavirus than other people and 
for many women, especially if they are fit and 
well with no underlying risk factors they are 
unlikely to be seriously unwell. That said, we 
understand this may be a concerning time 
and you will have many questions about how 
coronavirus could affect you, your baby and 
your pregnancy care. It’s important to know 
you’ll still have regular appointments and 
scans while you’re pregnant. But there may 
be some changes to how the service works, 
taking into account the extra precautions 
we have in hospitals to keep everyone safe. 
Keep talking with your midwife about your 
concerns, as you normally would, and follow 
the national guidance around washing your 
hands, wearing face coverings and maintain-
ing social distance. Please also take up the 
offer of a flu vaccination. This is safe for you 
and your baby and can reduce the chances 
of you contracting flu which can potentially 
be more serious in pregnancy for you both.”

Receive the right care from NHS 111 First

Protect your unborn child

Practice Doctor Dr Pawley, Unity Registered Volunteer Mick 
Quilty, Practice Nurse, and Practice Manger Belinda Tan.
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Andover BID Supports Lo cal Businesses
This Christmas Andover BID is working in a variety 
of different ways to support local businesses

Opportunity for free 
space in a local town 

centre shop 
BID is delighted to have secured an 
opportunity with TVBC (Test Valley 
Borough Council) to take over a large unit 
in The Chantry Centre. 

We are offering space in the unit for between 
six and eight different businesses who would be 
interested in 
sharing space 
on a RENT 
FREE basis. 

The Andover 
BID currently 
has several 
local businesses 
without shop 
fronts or a 
retail presence 
in the town 
who have agreed to take up this offer, we are seeking 
another three of four businesses to join them. 

Andover Business Improvement District 01264 
930063 info@andoverbid.org.uk 

The unit comes with: 
• Large emptt unit in 

excellent condition 
• Recently 

refurbished with 
cladding that can have 
shelving attached 

• Attractive and large 
front window looking 
into the whole unit 

• Kitchen Access 
• Multiple Toilets 
• Rear access for 

loading from a Chantry Centre service yard 

To qualify for this limited offer, businesses must 
be committed to Andover, have a product with an 
Andover or Test Valley local connection and are 
prepared to make a time commitment. 

In return, BID will offer support to these businesses 
by providing a rent free space, marketing and PR 
support and professional one-to-one business advice. 

Steve Godwin, BID Manager says 
“We are absolutely delighted to have secured this 

unit and it provides a wonderful opportunity for a 
local business who either doesn’t currently have a 
shop window or is a fledgling business that want to 
have a town centre presence. We work closely with 
TVBC who are just as committed as The Andover BID 
to make their top pr iority to support local businesses 
as well as the town.”

Geek Alert… 
New Independent Shop to Open 

in Andover Town Centre
You will certainly find something for the ‘Big Kids’ in this funky, 
fun & fresh new store in Andover Town Centre.

Andover BID’s much loved annual Christmas Window Competition
     

 

 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE – 1st December 2020 
 

New Independent Shop to Open in Andover Town Centre. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

GEEK ALERT… 
 
You will certainly find something for the ‘Big Kids’ in this funky, fun & fresh new store in Andover Town 
Centre. 
  
Thanks to the Andover Business Improvement District (BID) The Geek Emporium will be opening its doors 
on Friday 4th December in Andover Town Centre.  
 
The Andover BID had recently advertised this unit in Andover town centre as a great opportunity for a small 
or fledgling business. This caught the attention of Stuart Gatward, who previously, with his own small 
company trading online, came forward.  
 
Stuart says, “This is a fantastic opportunity for me, I was looking for a retail opportunity for my business, 
which is currently on line and at fairs, but couldn’t afford the rental of a town centre unit. My customers are 
from all over the place and I have a great following, both local and further afield, people will travel for the 
Geek Emporium. I was due to open in mid-August but had to delay it until this Friday because of the 
second lockdown”. 
 
Steve Godwin, Andover BID Manager says “ We are delighted to welcome Stuart and the Geek Emporium 
to Andover. The Andover BID is working very hard during a difficult trading environment to bring vitality to 
the town. Although across the country we are seeing failures from some large retail chains, there is still 
strong interest from independent traders such as Stuart. The Andover BID also brought to the town, Alex 
McGarry Studios which is next to the Geek Emporium, Alex recently celebrated her first year of trading in 
the town. One of the reasons that people come into town is for the experience and with a healthy number of 
established and new quirky independent businesses, we are optimistic for the future” 
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GEEK ALERT… 
 
You will certainly find something for the ‘Big Kids’ in this funky, fun & fresh new store in Andover Town 
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Thanks to the Andover Business Improvement District (BID) The Geek Emporium will be opening its doors 

on Friday 4th December in Andover Town Centre.  

 
The Andover BID had recently advertised this unit in Andover town centre as a great opportunity for a small 

or fledgling business. This caught the attention of Stuart Gatward, who previously, with his own small 

company trading online, came forward.  

 
Stuart says, “This is a fantastic opportunity for me, I was looking for a retail opportunity for my business, 
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from all over the place and I have a great following, both local and further afield, people will travel for the 
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to Andover. The Andover BID is working very hard during a difficult trading environment to bring vitality to 

the town. Although across the country we are seeing failures from some large retail chains, there is still 

strong interest from independent traders such as Stuart. The Andover BID also brought to the town, Alex 
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the town. One of the reasons that people come into town is for the experience and with a healthy number of 

established and new quirky independent businesses, we are optimistic for the future” 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE – 30th November 2020 

Andover BID’s much loved annual Christmas 
Window Competition. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2019’s Andover Christmas Window 
Competition winner Mooch….. 

Who will be this year’s lucky winner?  

Andover Town are preparing themselves for their annual Christmas Window 
Competition 2020. 

Andover BID is once again launching Andover Towns much loved Christmas Window 
Display Competition. 

The fabulous festive window displays will be judged by Andover BID on the 19th December 
with winners being announced shortly after. 

In the past there have been some beautiful displays from the old traditional style to the 
wacky and wonderful, this is never an easy competition to judge. 

For more information regarding these wonderful window displays, visit Andover 
town centre or search ‘Andover BID’ on Facebook. 

  

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE – 17TH NOVEMBER 2020 

OPPORTUNITY FOR FREE SPACE IN A LOCAL TOWN CENTRE SHOP 
 

 
To qualify for this limited offer, businesses must be committed to Andover, have a product with an 
Andover or Test Valley local connection and are prepared to make a time commitment.  
 
In return, BID will offer support to these businesses by providing a rent free space, marketing and 
PR support and professional one-to-one business advice. 

Andover Business Improvement District   01264 930063    info@andoverbid.org.uk 

Steve Godwin, BID Manager says  
 
“We are absolutely delighted to have secured this unit and it provides a wonderful opportunity for a 
local business who either doesn’t currently have a shop window or is a fledgling business that want to 
have a town centre presence. We work closely with TVBC who are just as committed as The Andover BID 
to make their top priority to support local businesses as well as the town.” 

BID is delighted to have secured an opportunity 
with TVBC (Test Valley Borough Council) to take 
over a large unit in The Chantry Centre.  
 
We are offering space in the unit for between 
six and eight different businesses who would be 
interested in sharing space on a RENT FREE 
basis.  
 
The Andover BID currently has several local 
businesses without shop fronts or a retail 
presence in the town who have agreed to take 
up this offer, we are seeking another three of 
four businesses to join them. 
 
 

The unit comes with: 
 
▪ Large empty unit in excellent condition 
▪ Recently refurbished with cladding that can 

have shelving attached 
▪ Attractive and large front window looking 

into the whole unit 
▪ Kitchen Access 
▪ Multiple Toilets 
▪ Rear access for loading from a Chantry 

Centre service yard 
▪ EPC’s is available upon request 
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to make their top priority to support local businesses as well as the town.” 

BID is delighted to have secured an opportunity 
with TVBC (Test Valley Borough Council) to take 
over a large unit in The Chantry Centre.  
 
We are offering space in the unit for between 
six and eight different businesses who would be 
interested in sharing space on a RENT FREE 
basis.  
 
The Andover BID currently has several local 
businesses without shop fronts or a retail 
presence in the town who have agreed to take 
up this offer, we are seeking another three of 
four businesses to join them. 
 
 

The unit comes with: 
 
▪ Large empty unit in excellent condition 
▪ Recently refurbished with cladding that can 

have shelving attached 
▪ Attractive and large front window looking 

into the whole unit 
▪ Kitchen Access 
▪ Multiple Toilets 
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PRESS RELEASE – 26th November 2020 
 
Andover BID supports local businesses this Christmas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Christmas Card prize giveaway starting 
10th December 2020 

 
Andover Stores will be giving beautiful Christmas cards that have been gifted from 

Andover BID to their customers, as a great way to say thank you for shopping locally this 
Christmas, but that’s not all…... 

 
These will include donated prizes from other local Andover businesses also containing a 
voucher. This will be a huge Christmas promotion similar to previous promotions with 
our main aim being that we do our best to help with money coming back into Andover 
Town Centre shops. 
 
The Christmas card competition will include 1000's of Christmas vouchers being given 
away.  

Also,  
 
When a local purchase is made, in participating Andover 
stores, one of our “Shop Local” tote bags, will be given out 
to the customer, inside of the bag is a card which will contain 
information of prizes to be won! 
 
Will you be one of our lucky winners?? 

  

 

 
 

InAndover 24-day Advent Calendar Starting on 1st - 24th December  
This is a new animated competition, to enter,  like and share the InAndover social media post and tag a friend. 

 
Prizes are all donated from local businesses including shop local Christmas cake, quality drill and a different prize every day.  

If you would like to donate a prize let us know.  

Finally, Andover BID will be filming a themed fun video to highlight Andover as a great place to visit! The idea is to create a festive themed Christmas lip sync video to be released during December. 
The video will include Andover’s Luis Wyatt interviewing local businesses and asking  “What is your message to Andover shoppers this Christmas?”  Their reply will be “All I want For Christmas Is You”  The video will be a fun and light-hearted lip sync music video which will show Andover’s shop 
keepers and the people of Andover dancing and singing along to Mariah Carey’s  "All I Want For Christmas Is You."  

  

 

 
 

InAndover 24-day Advent Calendar 
Starting on 1st - 24th December 
 
This is a new animated competition, to enter,  
like and share the InAndover social media post 
and tag a friend. 
 
Prizes are all donated from local businesses 
including shop local Christmas cake, quality 
drill and a different prize every day. 
 
If you would like to donate a prize let us know. 
 

Finally, Andover BID will be filming a themed fun video to highlight 
Andover as a great place to visit! 

The idea is to create a festive themed Christmas lip sync video to be released during December. 
The video will include Andover’s Luis Wyatt interviewing local businesses and asking  

“What is your message to Andover shoppers this Christmas?” 
 

Their reply will be “All I want For Christmas Is You” 
 

The video will be a fun and light-hearted lip sync music video which will show Andover’s shop 
keepers and the people of Andover dancing and singing along to Mariah Carey’s  

"All I Want For Christmas Is You." 

 

Starting 10th 
December 
2020 Andover 
Stores will be 
giving beautiful 
Christmas 
cards that 
have been 
gifted from Andover BID to their 
customers, as a great way to say 
thank you for shopping locally this 
Christmas, but that’s not all…... 

These will include donated prizes 
from other local Andover businesses 
also containing a voucher. This will 
be a huge Christmas promotion 
similar to previous promotions with 
our main aim being that we do our 
best to help with money coming back 
into Andover Town Centre shops. 
The Christmas card competition will 
include 1000’s of Christmas vouchers 
being given away. 

Also, when a local purchase is made, 
in participating Andover stores, one 
of our “Shop Local” tote bags, will be 
given out to the customer, inside of 
the bag is a card which will contain 
information of prizes to be won! 

Will you be one of our lucky 
winners?? 

InAndover 24-day Advent Calendar 
Starting on 1st - 24th December

This is a new animated competition, 
to enter, like and share the InAndover 
social media post and tag a friend. 
Prizes are all donated from local 
businesses including shop local 

Christmas cake, quality drill and 
a different prize every day. If you 
would like to donate a prize let us 
know.

Finally, Andover BID will be filming 
a themed fun video to highlight 
Andover as a great place to visit!

The idea is to create a festive 
themed Christmas lip sync video to 
be released during December. The 
video will include Andover’s Luis 
Wyatt interviewing local businesses 
and asking

“What is your message to Andover 
shoppers this Christmas?” Their reply 
will be “All I want For Christmas 
Is You” The video will be a fun and 
light-hearted lip sync music video 

which 
will show 
Andover’s 
shop keepers 
and the 
people of 
Andover 
dancing and 
singing along 
to Mariah 
Carey’s

“All I 
Want For 
Christmas Is 
You.”

2019’s Andover Christmas Window 
Competition winner Mooch….. Who will 
be this year’s lucky winner? Andover 
Town are preparing themselves for 
their annual Christmas Window 
Competition 2020. Andover BID is 
once again launching Andover Towns 
much loved Christmas Window Display 
Competition. The fabulous festive 
window displays will be judged by 
Andover BID on the 19th December 

with winners being announced 
shortly after. In the past there have 
been some beautiful displays from 
the old traditional style to the wacky 
and wonderful, this is never an 
easy competition to judge. For more 
information regarding these wonderful 
window displays, visit Andover town 
centre or search ‘Andover BID’ on 
Facebook.

Thanks to the Andover Business 
Improvement District (BID) The Geek 
Emporium will be opening its doors on 
Friday 4th December in Andover Town 
Centre.

The Andover BID had recently 
advertised this unit in Andover town 
centre as a great opportunity for a 
small or fledgling business. This caught 
the attention of Stuart Gatward, who 
previously, with his own small company 
trading online, came forward.

Stuart says, “This is a fantastic 
opportunity for me, I was looking for 
a retail opportunity for my business, 
which is currently on line and at fairs, 
but couldn’t afford the rental of a 
town centre unit. My customers are 
from all over the place and I have a 
great following, both local and further 
afield, people will travel for the Geek 
Emporium. I was due to open in mid-
August but had to delay it until this 
Friday because of the second lockdown”.

Steve Godwin, Andover BID Manager 
says “ We are delighted to welcome 
Stuart and the Geek Emporium to 
Andover. The Andover BID is working 
very hard during a difficult trading 
environment to bring vitality to 

the town. Although across the country 
we are seeing failures from some 
large retail chains, there is still strong 
interest from independent traders 
such as Stuart. The Andover BID also 
brought to the town, Alex McGarry 
Studios which is next to the Geek 
Emporium, Alex recently celebrated her 
first year of trading in the town. One 
of the reasons that people come into 
town is for the experience and with a 
healthy number of established and new 
quirky independent businesses, we are 
optimistic for the future”
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Andover BID Supports Lo cal Businesses
This Christmas Andover BID is working in a variety 
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GEEK ALERT… 
 
You will certainly find something for the ‘Big Kids’ in this funky, fun & fresh new store in Andover Town 
Centre. 
  
Thanks to the Andover Business Improvement District (BID) The Geek Emporium will be opening its doors 
on Friday 4th December in Andover Town Centre.  
 
The Andover BID had recently advertised this unit in Andover town centre as a great opportunity for a small 
or fledgling business. This caught the attention of Stuart Gatward, who previously, with his own small 
company trading online, came forward.  
 
Stuart says, “This is a fantastic opportunity for me, I was looking for a retail opportunity for my business, 
which is currently on line and at fairs, but couldn’t afford the rental of a town centre unit. My customers are 
from all over the place and I have a great following, both local and further afield, people will travel for the 
Geek Emporium. I was due to open in mid-August but had to delay it until this Friday because of the 
second lockdown”. 
 
Steve Godwin, Andover BID Manager says “ We are delighted to welcome Stuart and the Geek Emporium 
to Andover. The Andover BID is working very hard during a difficult trading environment to bring vitality to 
the town. Although across the country we are seeing failures from some large retail chains, there is still 
strong interest from independent traders such as Stuart. The Andover BID also brought to the town, Alex 
McGarry Studios which is next to the Geek Emporium, Alex recently celebrated her first year of trading in 
the town. One of the reasons that people come into town is for the experience and with a healthy number of 
established and new quirky independent businesses, we are optimistic for the future” 
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PRESS RELEASE – 30th November 2020 

Andover BID’s much loved annual Christmas 
Window Competition. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2019’s Andover Christmas Window 
Competition winner Mooch….. 

Who will be this year’s lucky winner?  

Andover Town are preparing themselves for their annual Christmas Window 
Competition 2020. 

Andover BID is once again launching Andover Towns much loved Christmas Window 
Display Competition. 

The fabulous festive window displays will be judged by Andover BID on the 19th December 
with winners being announced shortly after. 

In the past there have been some beautiful displays from the old traditional style to the 
wacky and wonderful, this is never an easy competition to judge. 

For more information regarding these wonderful window displays, visit Andover 
town centre or search ‘Andover BID’ on Facebook. 

  

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE – 17TH NOVEMBER 2020 

OPPORTUNITY FOR FREE SPACE IN A LOCAL TOWN CENTRE SHOP 
 

 
To qualify for this limited offer, businesses must be committed to Andover, have a product with an 
Andover or Test Valley local connection and are prepared to make a time commitment.  
 
In return, BID will offer support to these businesses by providing a rent free space, marketing and 
PR support and professional one-to-one business advice. 

Andover Business Improvement District   01264 930063    info@andoverbid.org.uk 

Steve Godwin, BID Manager says  
 
“We are absolutely delighted to have secured this unit and it provides a wonderful opportunity for a 
local business who either doesn’t currently have a shop window or is a fledgling business that want to 
have a town centre presence. We work closely with TVBC who are just as committed as The Andover BID 
to make their top priority to support local businesses as well as the town.” 

BID is delighted to have secured an opportunity 
with TVBC (Test Valley Borough Council) to take 
over a large unit in The Chantry Centre.  
 
We are offering space in the unit for between 
six and eight different businesses who would be 
interested in sharing space on a RENT FREE 
basis.  
 
The Andover BID currently has several local 
businesses without shop fronts or a retail 
presence in the town who have agreed to take 
up this offer, we are seeking another three of 
four businesses to join them. 
 
 

The unit comes with: 
 
▪ Large empty unit in excellent condition 
▪ Recently refurbished with cladding that can 

have shelving attached 
▪ Attractive and large front window looking 

into the whole unit 
▪ Kitchen Access 
▪ Multiple Toilets 
▪ Rear access for loading from a Chantry 

Centre service yard 
▪ EPC’s is available upon request 
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PRESS RELEASE – 26th November 2020 
 
Andover BID supports local businesses this Christmas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Christmas Card prize giveaway starting 
10th December 2020 

 
Andover Stores will be giving beautiful Christmas cards that have been gifted from 

Andover BID to their customers, as a great way to say thank you for shopping locally this 
Christmas, but that’s not all…... 

 
These will include donated prizes from other local Andover businesses also containing a 
voucher. This will be a huge Christmas promotion similar to previous promotions with 
our main aim being that we do our best to help with money coming back into Andover 
Town Centre shops. 
 
The Christmas card competition will include 1000's of Christmas vouchers being given 
away.  

Also,  
 
When a local purchase is made, in participating Andover 
stores, one of our “Shop Local” tote bags, will be given out 
to the customer, inside of the bag is a card which will contain 
information of prizes to be won! 
 
Will you be one of our lucky winners?? 

  

 

 
 

InAndover 24-day Advent Calendar Starting on 1st - 24th December  
This is a new animated competition, to enter,  like and share the InAndover social media post and tag a friend. 

 
Prizes are all donated from local businesses including shop local Christmas cake, quality drill and a different prize every day.  

If you would like to donate a prize let us know.  

Finally, Andover BID will be filming a themed fun video to highlight Andover as a great place to visit! The idea is to create a festive themed Christmas lip sync video to be released during December. 
The video will include Andover’s Luis Wyatt interviewing local businesses and asking  “What is your message to Andover shoppers this Christmas?”  Their reply will be “All I want For Christmas Is You”  The video will be a fun and light-hearted lip sync music video which will show Andover’s shop 
keepers and the people of Andover dancing and singing along to Mariah Carey’s  "All I Want For Christmas Is You."  
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in participating Andover stores, one 
of our “Shop Local” tote bags, will be 
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the bag is a card which will contain 
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This is a new animated competition, 
to enter, like and share the InAndover 
social media post and tag a friend. 
Prizes are all donated from local 
businesses including shop local 

Christmas cake, quality drill and 
a different prize every day. If you 
would like to donate a prize let us 
know.
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a themed fun video to highlight 
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Competition winner Mooch….. Who will 
be this year’s lucky winner? Andover 
Town are preparing themselves for 
their annual Christmas Window 
Competition 2020. Andover BID is 
once again launching Andover Towns 
much loved Christmas Window Display 
Competition. The fabulous festive 
window displays will be judged by 
Andover BID on the 19th December 

with winners being announced 
shortly after. In the past there have 
been some beautiful displays from 
the old traditional style to the wacky 
and wonderful, this is never an 
easy competition to judge. For more 
information regarding these wonderful 
window displays, visit Andover town 
centre or search ‘Andover BID’ on 
Facebook.

Thanks to the Andover Business 
Improvement District (BID) The Geek 
Emporium will be opening its doors on 
Friday 4th December in Andover Town 
Centre.

The Andover BID had recently 
advertised this unit in Andover town 
centre as a great opportunity for a 
small or fledgling business. This caught 
the attention of Stuart Gatward, who 
previously, with his own small company 
trading online, came forward.

Stuart says, “This is a fantastic 
opportunity for me, I was looking for 
a retail opportunity for my business, 
which is currently on line and at fairs, 
but couldn’t afford the rental of a 
town centre unit. My customers are 
from all over the place and I have a 
great following, both local and further 
afield, people will travel for the Geek 
Emporium. I was due to open in mid-
August but had to delay it until this 
Friday because of the second lockdown”.

Steve Godwin, Andover BID Manager 
says “ We are delighted to welcome 
Stuart and the Geek Emporium to 
Andover. The Andover BID is working 
very hard during a difficult trading 
environment to bring vitality to 

the town. Although across the country 
we are seeing failures from some 
large retail chains, there is still strong 
interest from independent traders 
such as Stuart. The Andover BID also 
brought to the town, Alex McGarry 
Studios which is next to the Geek 
Emporium, Alex recently celebrated her 
first year of trading in the town. One 
of the reasons that people come into 
town is for the experience and with a 
healthy number of established and new 
quirky independent businesses, we are 
optimistic for the future”
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- Infection Control - MooresCleaning Services Ltd are able to 
offer a deep cleaning solution (Biomisting) that will give your 
staff and customers the confidence they are returning to a fully 
sanitised work environment.

- Commercial cleaning

- Office cleaning

- Carpet Cleaning
 
- Free quote

www.moorescleaning.co.uk
01264 362 378

NEWS

LOCAL landscape gardener Adam 
Earley has completed a tough 24 hours 
running on his 30th birthday. The fun-
draiser was in aid of Southampton’s 
children’s hospital for his biggest chal-
lenge yet. Adam started on the 20th 
November and completed 80 miles, 
finishing at Charlton lakes, Andover 
at 9.30am on the 21st November.

Adam was diagnosed with stage 4 B 
cell Lymphoma in June 1997 when he 
was just six and a half. His treatment 
was successful but it wasn’t straightfor-
ward and Adam was finally discharged 
six months later with a blood clot in 
his right atrium. This never stopped 
him being a child and joined a football 
club like most boys.

This fundraiser is the fourth fun-
draiser Adam has completed for the 
ward. The first was whilst he was 
undergoing treatment and raised 
£2000 doing head shaves. The other 
fundraisers have been big challenges 
for Adam. The second, Adam learnt 
to swim and swam 200 lengths rais-
ing about £600 in 2017, the third was 
running his first marathon in 2018 
raising just over £600 and his biggest 
achievement is this 24 hour run.

Adam wanted to do something to 
celebrate his 30th birthday and decided 
to do this 24 hour event. Originally he 
has planned to complete the run with 
his 100th parkrun but lockdown ‘put 
pay to that’ says his mother Marie.

Adam ran just over three marathons, 
eighty miles in the 24 hours. He did 
have company for a lot of the run with 
fellow runners supporting him but it 
got tough during the night with muscle 
issues, tiredness and sickness.

With that said he ploughed on and 
succeeded. This is his biggest chal-
lenge to date and has currently raised 
£1329 at the time of writing for the 
Piam Brown ward. His mother Marie 
Wilson told LOve Andover:  “We were 
lucky that Adam was diagnosed when 
he was and he will always have the 
ward in his heart and wants to give 
back to the ward. I am proud of what 
Adam has achieved to give back to the 
community. He keeps on challenging 
himself and pushing his body to the 
limits. He has been training and plan-
ning this event for so long and has 
finally achieved it, the money raised 
will help to make the lives of children 
going through cancer treatment a lit-
tle bit easier.”

On behalf of Love Andover, Happy 
Birthday and Congratulations!

Birthday boy completes 
24 hour fundraiser

Adam Earley

ANDOVER Foodbank has distrib-
uted nearly a thousand Christmas 
gift boxes full of toys and gifts to 
care workers at agencies including 
Children’s Services, Yellow Brick 
Road Projects, Andover Young Car-
ers and Icknield School, ready to 
be given to local children in need.

This guarantees that care work-
ers have time to discreetly deliver 
the gift boxes to families in time for 
Christmas. The foodbank continues 
to work closely with care workers 
to ensure that no child is missed.

This year the foodbank received 
more requests for gift boxes than 
in any previous year.  The generos-
ity of local individuals, companies, 
clubs and schools, together with a 
team of fantastic volunteers meant 
that all the requests from care 
workers were matched.

The focus at the foodbank is now 
on Christmas hampers.  To find 
out more or donate Christmas food 
please visit andover.foodbank.org.
uk or follow on Twitter and face-
book.

Foodbank spreads 
some festive cheer

By Ella Palmer
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Don’t sell your scrap metal to any old
dealer, you might get last months price!

We Are still able to work
safely and efficiently 
under the current
government guidelines.   

NEWS

IN 1086 the survey that has become 
known as the Domesday Book was 
commissioned by William the Con-
queror. At this time, Andover is 
recorded as having 6 mills, quite a lot 
of industry for one town, but this ties 
in well with the settlement of Andover 
on and around the River Anton and its 
tributaries. Before the industrial revo-
lution, power was provided by water, 
wind or animals. In this short piece I 
will try to place what mills existed and 
where and whether we can map those 
original six mills.

Town Mills: The most obvious place 
to start is the Town Mills, the present 
building dates from 1764 this was one 
recorded in the Domesday Book and 
was still grinding corn in the 1960’s 
though under electric power by this 
time. The naming of it as the Town 
Mills, plural, is deliberate as they had 
two milling machines. At one time also 
used in the fulling industry for cloth 
and likely also milling hops. The Mill 
House next door is where the millers 
who worked the mill would have lived 
and in 1753 was rebuilt earlier than 
the mill. Fire was always an occupa-
tional hazard when milling and not 
uncommon, so likely a reason for being 
rebuilt. This is where we also get the 

term firewall from when it was a safety 
feature incorporated into a mill build-
ing to prevent the spread of a fire.

Cricklade Mill: This was another 
one of the mills noted in Doomsday 
Book, no remaining trace aside from 
the river alterations Noted in various 
deeds and documents from 1539 to 
1852. The Mill building would have 
stood around where the Lights and 
Andover College are now.

Anton Mill (Pitts Mill): This was a 
three storey greatly enlarged brick 
building that has now been demol-
ished, together with the mill house. 
Stannah Lifts now occupy the site. 
Power was supplied by the embanked 
river and the mill race still runs under 
the site. It worked until the early 
1970’s using electricity as a source 
of power. The site is now covered by 
industrial buildings. Possibly the only 
evidence can be seen nearby in an old 

gearing for a sluice gate. This was not 
noted in the Domesday Book, but a 
likely contender!

 
Rooksbury Mill: Another mentioned 
in the Domesday Book as being on 
the same site. Power was supplied 
by an embanked stream and the mill 
race still runs under the building. No 
machinery survives. The mill house 
has been much added to over the 
years and is now private occupation. 

In 2003 Rooksbury Mill was converted 
into four 3-bedroom houses and the 
two lakes which are fed by the River 
Anton were created soon after World 
War II through gravel extraction. The 
Mill itself straddles the main chan-
nel of the River Anton with smaller 
streams constructed to drain the 
floodplain.

Clatford Mill: This is an extensive 
site which is now completely unrec-
ognisable. In 1086 there were three 
mills in Upper Clatford. A Fulling mill 
and a water mill at Norman Manor. 
Hence Norman Court lane, then this 
manor joined with that of Sackville 
Court and gained another fulling and 
water mill. Records show that in 1803 
the Corn mill became a Paper Mill and 
that until 1885 it was still producing 
handmade paper.

Goodworth Clatford: I am open 
to suggestions on this one, I would 
suggest that it might be the mill that 
once stood in what’s now Goodworth 
Clatford. There is no mention of a mill 
at Goodworth Clatford in Domesday 
Book, but in 1320 Abbess Isabel and 
the convent of Wherwell granted to 
John of Trente, Maud his wife and 
Amice their daughter a piece of 
ground for building a fulling mill by 
the bridge between Goodworth and 
Clatford on the north.

Mills and Milling in Andover
By David Denny

MUSICIANS around the country 
haven’t been able to gig at ven-
ues since March but that hasn’t 
stopped many acts from taking 
their set into the virtual world.

Local singer with a ‘touch of 
comedy’ Sarah Lee, from Ship-
ton Bellinger, usually tours the 
South of England with her solo 
performances, with events and 
gigs cancelled, Sarah’s love of 
performing needed to continue 
and she then decided to do live 
performances on Facebook.

This started off as a way of doing 

what she loves but also entertain-
ing people and helping people 
through lockdown. Her regular 
Facebook live sessions have grown 
over the months and during this 
many entertainers around the 
country also have been going live 
on Facebook and Facebook groups 
have sprung up in keeping people 
entertained and introducing these 
acts to a new audience.

Sarah has met many acts and 
together they have held many 
Facebook live events and raised 
thousands of pounds for charities 

around the country. This is all 
done from Sarah’s glammed up 
spare bedroom where she has kept 
doing it every week and regularly 
has over hundred people watching 
each gig; subsequent viewings can 
range between 10,000 and 35,000.

Sarah told Love Andover: “My 
story over the last few months 
starts with me scratching my 
head, thinking how I could not 
only keep myself busy but also 
how I could help in whatever way 
I could as people tried to cope in 
their own way through lock-down.  
So, for the first time. I picked up a 
microphone and pressed LIVE on 
Facebook and sang some songs; a 
couple of people stopped to watch 
and I couldn’t believe it, the num-
bers kept growing.“

As a result of this Sarah has 
met a like minded singer from 
Scotland, Laura Fletcher and the 
two have struck up a friendship 
and together they host a chat show 
on Facebook. Sarah added: “We 
recently started a late night weekly 
chat show for fellow insomniacs, 
what’s become clear is that there 
are lots of people out there, some 
living alone that don’t have anyone 
to talk to and really look forward 
to chatting with us about all sub-
jects some light hearted and some 
serious.

A common theme is that it’s 
helping with their mental health 
through this challenging time.”

Sarah goes live every Sunday 
at 9pm and you can watch them 
via her Facebook page, @sarahl-
eeentertainer.

Lifting the lockdown blues

UNITY Art Studio and Gallery moved 
into Andover Chantry Centre in Octo-
ber. The pop-up shop at Unit 9 Chantry 
Way is being used as a 4-person studio 
and art gallery, and it is a place where 
artists make their work as well as 
exhibit and sell it.

The artists who have invested in this 
new venture so far are Andover residents 
Caroline Perkins, Maija Liepins and 
Emily Marsh.

Caroline told Love Andover that she 
has been overwhelmed at how support-
ing and accommodating Test Valley 
Borough council have been in her search 
for a studio. Caroline explained that she 
knew she had to find other local artists 

to come on board with her to make the 
community venture work and has been 
lucky to find some amazingly talented 
artists, Emily and Maija.

They are still looking for a fourth art-
ist to share the studio and gallery. The 
team has links with Andover college, 

Hampshire arts collective and hope 
that they will exhibit artwork in the 
shop’s gallery.

Unity Art studio would also like to 
invite people to get in touch if they would 
like their work included in exhibitions 
which they aim to have displayed for 
two to three weeks at a time.

Caroline explained that from the 2nd 
December, members of the public can 
watch the artists at work as part of the 
community vibe.

It’s Unity’s plan to run workshops 
including, abstract, life drawing and a 
poets corner.

Caroline really wants to engage with 
people and the community at large in 
Andover. Caroline shared: “Art is a way 
of life for me, I am able to create a lan-
guage of emotion.”  She went on to say 

that she feels that her art work helps 
her to connect to a ‘hidden self’. After 
putting her art career on hold for 15 
years to bring up her children Caroline 
is very excited to be back doing what 
she loves right in the centre of Andover.

Emily Marsh added: “Unity has given 
me the opportunity to have the space to 
be creative and work on larger pieces of 
artwork, alongside like minded people, 
this will give me the freedom to grow 
my creativity. As an Artist with a hidden 
disability I’ve become very isolated and 
doubting my capability as an artist. But 
in this short time of renting this space 
my confidence has already grown, and 
look forward to getting a good catalogue 
of my work together for exhibition in 
the future, meeting other artists and 
planning some great ideas and events 

for the future of Unity studio and gallery 
with 2 fantastic friends.”

CAS Associate Artist, Maija Liepins 
concluded: “Space to work as an artist 
can be hard to find and is so prized, 
I’ve always made art in between and 
amongst my home and work life so this 
step of renting a shop has the potential 
to really change everything - the way I 
work, the kind of work I make, and how 
I share it. One thing for sure - I’m very 
excited, and also very touched by the 
warm welcome from our neighbours 
and enthusiasm from all - it seems like 
people simply can’t wait for us to see 
us open.”

The Unity Arts Studio opened on the 
2nd December initially for four months 
but in the meantime you can follow @
unity_arts_studios on Instagram.

Expanding the horizons 
for local community art

Arts&Culture

By Ella Palmer



  @loveandover     @loveandover Thursday, December 3, 2020  | 29
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ues since March but that hasn’t 
stopped many acts from taking 
their set into the virtual world.

Local singer with a ‘touch of 
comedy’ Sarah Lee, from Ship-
ton Bellinger, usually tours the 
South of England with her solo 
performances, with events and 
gigs cancelled, Sarah’s love of 
performing needed to continue 
and she then decided to do live 
performances on Facebook.

This started off as a way of doing 

what she loves but also entertain-
ing people and helping people 
through lockdown. Her regular 
Facebook live sessions have grown 
over the months and during this 
many entertainers around the 
country also have been going live 
on Facebook and Facebook groups 
have sprung up in keeping people 
entertained and introducing these 
acts to a new audience.

Sarah has met many acts and 
together they have held many 
Facebook live events and raised 
thousands of pounds for charities 

around the country. This is all 
done from Sarah’s glammed up 
spare bedroom where she has kept 
doing it every week and regularly 
has over hundred people watching 
each gig; subsequent viewings can 
range between 10,000 and 35,000.

Sarah told Love Andover: “My 
story over the last few months 
starts with me scratching my 
head, thinking how I could not 
only keep myself busy but also 
how I could help in whatever way 
I could as people tried to cope in 
their own way through lock-down.  
So, for the first time. I picked up a 
microphone and pressed LIVE on 
Facebook and sang some songs; a 
couple of people stopped to watch 
and I couldn’t believe it, the num-
bers kept growing.“

As a result of this Sarah has 
met a like minded singer from 
Scotland, Laura Fletcher and the 
two have struck up a friendship 
and together they host a chat show 
on Facebook. Sarah added: “We 
recently started a late night weekly 
chat show for fellow insomniacs, 
what’s become clear is that there 
are lots of people out there, some 
living alone that don’t have anyone 
to talk to and really look forward 
to chatting with us about all sub-
jects some light hearted and some 
serious.

A common theme is that it’s 
helping with their mental health 
through this challenging time.”

Sarah goes live every Sunday 
at 9pm and you can watch them 
via her Facebook page, @sarahl-
eeentertainer.

Lifting the lockdown blues

UNITY Art Studio and Gallery moved 
into Andover Chantry Centre in Octo-
ber. The pop-up shop at Unit 9 Chantry 
Way is being used as a 4-person studio 
and art gallery, and it is a place where 
artists make their work as well as 
exhibit and sell it.

The artists who have invested in this 
new venture so far are Andover residents 
Caroline Perkins, Maija Liepins and 
Emily Marsh.

Caroline told Love Andover that she 
has been overwhelmed at how support-
ing and accommodating Test Valley 
Borough council have been in her search 
for a studio. Caroline explained that she 
knew she had to find other local artists 

to come on board with her to make the 
community venture work and has been 
lucky to find some amazingly talented 
artists, Emily and Maija.

They are still looking for a fourth art-
ist to share the studio and gallery. The 
team has links with Andover college, 

Hampshire arts collective and hope 
that they will exhibit artwork in the 
shop’s gallery.

Unity Art studio would also like to 
invite people to get in touch if they would 
like their work included in exhibitions 
which they aim to have displayed for 
two to three weeks at a time.

Caroline explained that from the 2nd 
December, members of the public can 
watch the artists at work as part of the 
community vibe.

It’s Unity’s plan to run workshops 
including, abstract, life drawing and a 
poets corner.

Caroline really wants to engage with 
people and the community at large in 
Andover. Caroline shared: “Art is a way 
of life for me, I am able to create a lan-
guage of emotion.”  She went on to say 

that she feels that her art work helps 
her to connect to a ‘hidden self’. After 
putting her art career on hold for 15 
years to bring up her children Caroline 
is very excited to be back doing what 
she loves right in the centre of Andover.

Emily Marsh added: “Unity has given 
me the opportunity to have the space to 
be creative and work on larger pieces of 
artwork, alongside like minded people, 
this will give me the freedom to grow 
my creativity. As an Artist with a hidden 
disability I’ve become very isolated and 
doubting my capability as an artist. But 
in this short time of renting this space 
my confidence has already grown, and 
look forward to getting a good catalogue 
of my work together for exhibition in 
the future, meeting other artists and 
planning some great ideas and events 

for the future of Unity studio and gallery 
with 2 fantastic friends.”

CAS Associate Artist, Maija Liepins 
concluded: “Space to work as an artist 
can be hard to find and is so prized, 
I’ve always made art in between and 
amongst my home and work life so this 
step of renting a shop has the potential 
to really change everything - the way I 
work, the kind of work I make, and how 
I share it. One thing for sure - I’m very 
excited, and also very touched by the 
warm welcome from our neighbours 
and enthusiasm from all - it seems like 
people simply can’t wait for us to see 
us open.”

The Unity Arts Studio opened on the 
2nd December initially for four months 
but in the meantime you can follow @
unity_arts_studios on Instagram.

Expanding the horizons 
for local community art

Arts&Culture

By Ella Palmer
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Chinese National 
Singing Art

� e current Chinese national singing method is 
the traditional folk singing method, and absorbed the 
advanced experience and skills of Western bel canto. 
� is singing method emphasizes the combination of 
true and false sounds, requires the deeper breathing 
support, emphasizes the unity of vocal music, � uency, 
and clarity of language, the words are rounded, and 
the use of the singing is accompanied by the emotion, 
and both the voice and the emotion.

In the practice of the singing for thousands of years, 
folk songs have gradually formed various styles of 
music, such as chants, folk songs, minors, narratives, 
folk songs, children’s songs, religious songs, etc. China 
is a multi-ethnic country composed of 56 ethnic groups. 
Di� erent  geographical environment, language tones, 
life customs and folk customs make folk songs have 
di� erent melody, vocalization and lingering charm, 
and di� erent styles of emotional expression, thus 
forming unique art forms and singing colors of each 
nation. For a folk song, the pastoral area located in the 
northwest plateau is high-pitched and loud, ups and 
downs, while the land of � sh and rice in plain, south of 
Yangtze river is more melodious, fresh and beautiful. 
� e same song expresses a girl’s pursuit of a love life, a 
lyrical minor “embroidered purse” embroidered by her 
lover, , Yunnan’s euphemism, Sichuan’s high-pitched 

vigor, and Shanxi’s both, bright and enthusiastic. Such 
colorful folk songs have been circulated continuously 
for thousands of years, resulting in changes. � e 
repertoire of Chinese national singing music is rich 
and colorful. � ese songs not only enrich people’s 
lives, but also enable singers to continuously improve 
the level of national singing in practice, enrich the 
content of national singing, and develop the speci� c 
artistic features and singing styles, as well as learning 
the skills of Western bel canto. 

Leaning the scienti� c sounding principles and 
sounding skills of Western bel canto, combining 
the characteristics of Chinese national accents and 
utterance, to train the smoothness of the sound, the 
deepness of the breath, the durability, the fullness, 
the combination of true and false sounds and the 
expansion of the range, is the national singing 
language and style characteristics.

I hope that the people in Andover and the United 
Kingdom like my above brief introduction. I also hope 
that I have the opportunity to go to the UK to sing 
Chinese national Songs for you in the very near future. 

Chu Haichen 
Chinese National Singer
Ambassador of the Chinese Welfare Foundation

As a young singer of Chinese national singing, I would like to briefl y introduce the 
Chinese National Singing Art to the people in the United Kingdom. 

China’s national singing includes three major categories: opera, ballad and folk singing. 

ARTS&CULTURE

WITH the festive season just around the corner, why not try out one of these sensational desserts.

White chocolate, orange 
and ginger profiteroles
We’ve revitalised this classic with 
these white chocolate drizzled pro-
fi teroles fi lled with an orange and 
ginger cream.

Ingredients
100g unsalted butter
150g plain fl our
1 tsp caster sugar
½ tsp salt
4 large free-range eggs, lightly beaten, 
plus 1 extra to glaze
2-3 tbsp milk
450ml double cream
Thumb-size piece fresh ginger, fi nely 
grated
Finely grated zest 1 orange
3 tbsp icing sugar
200g White Chocolate Truff les, 
chopped
50g crystallised ginger, fi nely chopped

Method
For the choux pastry buns, put the but-
ter and 150ml water in a saucepan set 
over a medium heat. When the butter 
has melted turn up the heat and bring 
to a rolling boil.

Meanwhile, in a mixing bowl, com-
bine the fl our, sugar and salt then, in 

one go, pour into the boiling butter/
water mixture. Beat strongly with a 
wooden spoon until the mix clumps 
together to form a ball that fully comes 
away from the sides of the pan. Tip the 
dough into a mixing bowl and use the 
spoon to spread it up the sides. Leave 
to cool to room temperature.

Heat the oven to 220°C/200°C fan/gas 
7. Once the dough has cooled, add the 4 
beaten eggs, little by little, only adding 
more once the previous addition is fully 
mixed in. The mix will look as though 
it’s about to split but it will come back 
together after beating. You might not 
need all the eggs or you might have to 
add an extra splash of milk to reach 
dropping consistency.

Transfer the choux mixture to a pip-
ing bag fi tted with a 1cm nozzle, then 
pipe 18 buns, each a little larger than 
a 50p coin with a depth of roughly 3cm, 
onto prepared baking sheets, spaced at 
least 3cm apart (36 in total). Use your 
fi nger to brush a little of the beaten 
egg over each one to smooth out any 
peaks. Bake for 20 minutes, then lift 
up the profi teroles and use a skewer 
to poke a small hole in the bottom of 
each one to let out the steam. Bake 

for 2-3 minutes more until golden and 
crisp. Cool on a wire rack.

For the fi lling, put the double cream, 
grated ginger and orange zest in a 
large mixing bowl, sift over the icing 
sugar, then whisk to soft peaks using 
an electric hand mixer.

Poke a small hole in the bottom of 
each choux bun if the previous ones 
have closed up. Put the cream into the 
piping bag fi tted with the small nozzle, 
then fi ll each choux bun.

To make the topping, melt the truf-
fl es in a small heatproof bowl set over a 
pan of barely simmering water. Remove 
from the heat and let the melted truf-
fl es cool a little. Dip the top of each 
profi terole in the melted truffl e mix-
ture and put on a tray. Scatter over 
the crystallised ginger and leave the 
topping to harden. Stack to serve.

Oreo cookie 
chocolate trifle
This Oreo cookie trifl e is set to be a new 
festive favourite. The cookies bring a 
lovely bit of crunch to the texture, and 
the mascarpone makes for a luxurious 
creamy topping.

Ingredients
8-10 trifl e sponges
300ml double cream, whipped to soft 
peaks
110g bag mini Oreo cookies, crumbled
Cocoa powder for dusting
154g pack Oreo cookies
300ml whole milk
100g dark chocolate, chopped, plus 
extra for grating
2 medium egg yolks
3 tbsp caster sugar
1/2 tbsp cornfl our
250g mascarpone

Method
First make the custard: heat the milk 
and chocolate in a saucepan until 
steaming hot, stirring to help the 
chocolate melt.

In a medium mixing bowl, whisk 
together the egg yolks, sugar and corn-
fl our until combined. Pour in the choco-
late milk, whisking to combine, then 
pour the mixture back in the pan. Cook, 
stirring all the time, over a medium 
heat until the custard thickens. Set 
aside to cool a little, then stir in the 
mascarpone. Chill for at least 30 min-
utes with a piece of damp compostable 
baking paper on the surface to stop a 
skin forming.

Arrange the regular-size pack of 

Oreo cookies and trifl e sponges in the 
base of your trifl e dish, then spoon 
the chilled chocolate custard mixture 
on top and smooth over the surface. 
Chill for 2 hours, covered, to allow the 
custard to set fully.

Just before serving, whip the double 
cream in a bowl with a balloon whisk 
to reach soft peaks, then spoon on top 
of the trifl e. Decorate the top of the 
trifl e with the mini Oreo cookies, then 
grate over the extra chocolate and add 
a dusting of cocoa powder.

Sensational sweet sensations
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PROSPECTIVE first-time buyers in 
the South East will soon be able to 
apply for the government’s latest Help 
to Buy scheme – but it comes with a 
price cap.

The current Help to Buy: Equity 
Loan scheme, which was launched by 
the government in 2013, gives fi rst-time 
buyers and homeowners an opportunity 
to buy a newly built property worth 
up to £600,000 with just a 5% deposit. 
However, the scheme is becoming more 
restricted. Only fi rst-time buyers will 
be able to apply for a loan, and regional 
price caps will also be introduced, 
which sit at £437,600 for homes in the 
South East.

With those who are eligible able to 
apply for the scheme from 16 December 
2020, Rachel Maxwell, senior associate 
and residential conveyancing solicitor 

at Nelsons, explains what the changes 
mean for prospective homeowners.

“In summary, under the current 
scheme, fi rst-time buyers and existing 
homeowners can purchase a new build 
home with a deposit as little as 5% of the 
purchase price. They can borrow 20% 
of the purchase price with a govern-
ment ‘top-up’ loan. Buyers then need to 
arrange a mortgage on the remaining 
balance of the property price.

The loan from the government is 
interest-free for the fi rst fi ve years 
of the mortgage, plus a £1 monthly 
management fee. In the sixth year, 
interest is charged at a rate of 1.75%. 
After then, the fee rises by infl ation 
based on the Retail Prices Index, plus 
1% each year.

Buyers can choose to pay off the loan 
at any time but will need to repay the 

equity loan in full when they sell their 
home, pay off their mortgage or come to 
the end of the equity loan term, which 
is usually 25 years.

As the amount the buyer has bor-
rowed is a percentage of the property 
value, the amount the buyer has to pay 
back is the same percentage of the 
value of the home at the time.

The original scheme is not available 
to those purchasing a property without 
a repayment mortgage; people look-
ing to buy a second home, even if they 
rent out the property after it has been 
purchased; and those who are buying 
a property in excess of £600,000.

Since its launch, it has helped 
more than 270,000 households to buy 
a new-build home. The scheme will 
be extended from April 2021 to the 
end of March 2023. However, there 

will be some changes. It will only be 
available to fi rst-time buyers – not 
existing homeowners – plus a range 
of regional price caps will come into 
force in England, which may lower the 
maximum purchase cost of a property 
bought via the scheme.

With the current stamp duty holiday 
in place, there has been a surge in prop-
erty transactions across the country.

For buyers considering purchasing 
a new build home with the assistance 
of the current Help to Buy scheme, it’s 
vital they bear in mind that property 
developers must have physically com-
pleted the construction of the house 
by 28 February 2021.

Buyers using the existing scheme 
must also have legally completed 
their property purchased by 31 
March 2021.”

NESTLED away in Goodworth Clat-
ford behind the Royal Oak pub is a 
tiny reserve which is Riverside Walk, 
managed by The Goodworth Clatford 
Environmental Group. The reserve 
was officially opened in April 2007 and 
includes some of the remains of the 
Sprat & Winkle railway line, which ran 
between Andover and Southampton.

The reserve consists of woodland 
and bog, with the River Anton running 
through it. The small boggy area is 
home to typical wetland plants, like 
water fi gwort, fl ag iris, water forget-
me-not, gypsywort, hemp agrimony, 
pond sedge and trees like alder. In the 
woodland, you will fi nd plants such as 
sweet violet, ground ivy, greater cel-
andine and the unfortunately named 
stinking iris.

Amazingly, in 2011, a lichen was 

found to be growing here that had not 
been seen in the UK for 122 years! 
Called Caloplaca Haematites, its fi nd 
was covered by the national press. 
It is feared the white poplar tree on 
which it was growing has since been 
damaged in a storm.

Being by the river, it is a great site 
for damselfl ies like blue-tailed and 
common blue, and the sometimes hard-
to-see banded demoiselle. Butterfl ies 
are less likely to be encountered, but 
include small tortoiseshell, brimstone 
and speckled wood.

At the entrance, the local Clatford 
School students have made a lovely 
display board of insects and plants 
that you might encounter at the site. 
Access to the site is relatively easy, 
and the paths have been made wide 
and slopped for wheelchair access. 
More information is available here: 
www.goodworthclatford.com.

Price Cap On Help To Buy Scheme

Explore Natural Habitat 
at Goodworth Clatford

Homes&Gardens

ON the 10th January the team at Graham and Co will be 
heading to Brecon Beacons in Wales for the gruelling 
hike up Pen-y-Fan peak in their quest to raise much 
needed funds for the Andover Foodbank.

Coming in at 886m (2906ft) above sea level Pen-y-
Fan is the tallest peak in South Wales. The trek can be 
completed in many ways and one of them is the SAS 
selection challenge called ‘Fan Dance’ which is the most 
challenging. The team at Graham and Co love a challenge 
and felt that they had to do this route. According to the 
Fan Dance Challenge website: “The infamous march 
is the world’s oldest Special Forces test and is used as 
the fi rst major indicator of whether a candidate has the 
physical and mental aptitude to complete the legendary 
Selection course.”

Seven members of the Graham & Co team are com-
mitted to completing the gruelling challenge and are 
self-funding the trip so that all funds raised will go 
straight to the Andover Foodbank.

One of the staff who is tackling this challenge with 
his colleagues is Dion McArthur who told Love Ando-
ver: “We spoke about doing something for charity as 
an offi ce, we do something every year like a raffl e and 
give the proceeds to charity, but we thought because it’s 
been such a tough year for everyone we’d do something 
extra, something more challenging and diffi cult with the 
aim of raising more money alongside doing the raffl e. 
But personally, I thought it would be a great physical 
challenge as well giving something back –also, a great 
excuse for getting into better shape!

Before the lockdown we were doing some group ses-
sions to do some training, but since the new lockdown 
we’ve been doing our own training, I’ve been doing long 
walks and hill training to try and prepare myself for it. 
Really excited but also nervous, nervous because I’ve 
never done anything like this before but excited because 
it’s going to be great fun, and a really tough challenge 
for us all.”

Property team prepare to take a hike

By Graeme Davis
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By Tony Yates

A few months ago you might remem-
ber that I tested my first-ever EV. 
And you might remember me tell-
ing you how it was brilliant and how 
I’m now converted. Well, I have now 
recovered from that and I’m back 
once again testing cars that have an 
actual combustion engine, which if 
I’m being honest, I was missing quite 
a lot actually.

For me, there is something exciting 
about having to visit a petrol station. 
Firstly, because of all the chocolate 

bars, and secondly the smell of petrol 
for me is still so ‘intoxicating’ and 
something that you soon start to miss 
once you buy your first EV.

My friend is a perfect example of 
this. He bought his first EV back in 
December 2019 and by the begin-
ning of January 2020, he had bought 
himself a petrol lawnmower, strim-
mer and generator – plus a 1970s MG. 
All because he missed not having 
to go out and buy petrol anymore. 
Well, happily, ‘Dave’ is out of therapy 
and is now immersing himself in the 
art of repairing old motorbikes. All 
good stuff eh! But now for this week’s 

review of the DS 3 Crossback.

Power and efficiency
The DS 3 Crossback I had on test was 
powered by 3 cylinder 1199cc Euro 6.3 
petrol engine with 114kW of power 
(155HP) and 240Nm of torque - which 
is a good starting point. Fuel con-
sumption comes in around 41 – 46 mpg 
combined (subject to how you drive) 
and CO2 emissions of around 114 - 
128g/km (combined) and a respect-
able 0-62 time of around 8.2 seconds 
plus a max speed of 129mph.

On the road
The DS 3 rides well and all 
the chassis components 
have been set up to keep 
you welded to the road 
ahead and feeling in total 
control. Into the corners, 
it’s smooth, and the sus-
pension underneath you 
does a great job of keep-
ing it that way no matter 

how demanding the road gets. All 
this makes for a very relaxing drive – 
unlike my VW UP! GTi, which rattles 
my teeth out at every opportunity. I 
would have liked to have had a bit 
more feedback from the steering, but 
the chassis more than makes up for 
this minor niggle. Maybe it’s me, but 
the older I get -  the more I want a car 
to be smooth and unfussy... Unless 
you are 18 because then you want a 
car that can bounce you around like 
a tennis ball.

Interior & technology
The seating does a great job of keep-
ing you well supported, whilst the 
rear passenger legroom is adequate 
for most adults. Boot space is also 
good at 350litres (seats up) Plus you 
get 40/60 split rear seats and a height-
adjustable front seat.

The DS3 Crossback also benefits 
from; Hill Start Assist, front & rear 
parking sensors, ESP, tyre pressure 
sensors, EBS – lane-keeping assist, 

lane departure warning & speed rec-
ognition, security alarm, automatic 
lights and wipers, DS 3d LED rear 
lights, halogen headlights and dark 
tinted rear windows.

Plus lots of cool things to keep you 
entertained for many hours such as; 
10inch HD touchscreen, DAB digital 
radio with 8 speakers, Mirror Screen 
with Apple car play and Android Auto, 
DS Connect 3D Navigation and flush-
fitting door handles that pop in and 
out. This feature alone is very cool – 
and I admit that I spent much of my 
time just locking and unlocking the 
DS 3 because it was so cool.

To sum up
The DS 3 Crossback is a great car for 
any person looking for a great fam-
ily car that ticks all the boxes. I am 
going to give the DS 3 4 stars in this 
test because it really does deserve it.

Price: From £30,020 OTR - not 
including fitted options.

DS 3 Crossback Prestige 
PureTech 155 Auto 8-speed

ObserverMotors



  @loveandover     @loveandover Thursday, December 3, 2020  | 35MOTORS

By Tony Yates

THERE are few words that explain 
the BRZ in full detail such as; 
dynamic, sophisticated and thrilling 
– and I still believe this to be true even 
now. With its low centre of gravity, 
rear-wheel drive and taut chassis – it’s 
still able to deliver exceptional road 
handling which in essence is why I 
still love the BRZ in every way. You 
can still buy a BRZ of course, they are 
still around – and loved by many, not 
only because it looks stunning, but 
because it feels like a proper drivers 
car. Even now a few years on – I can 
still feel that tingle.

Power and efficiency
Fitted with a 2.0-litre horizontally-
opposed (Boxer), four-cylinder, four-
stroke (DOHC 16V) petrol engine 
with 200PS @ 7000rpm and 205Nm 
of torque. 0-62mph is around 7.6sec, 
fuel consumption is a decent 33.3 mpg 
combined and a top speed of around 
140mph.

For all those tech nerds out there 
- the engine’s pistons are placed 180 
degrees apart allowing a lower, flatter 
engine profile. This gives the power-
plant - and therefore the whole car- a 
lower centre of gravity. This more bal-
anced weight distribution gives the 
BRZ exceptional handling, poise and 
more importantly control.

Boxer engines have taken some stick 

in the past, but, they fascinate me and 
the Boxer engine in the BRZ is pretty 
cool, thanks to key features such as the 
engine’s square bore and stroke (86mm 
x 86mm), which all helps achieve a bal-
ance between mechanical efficiency, 
environmental performance, speed 
and power.

The engine is also fitted with an intel-
ligent port injection system, which 
selects the appropriate fuel injection 
rate to provide greater fuel efficiency 
and lower emissions - all wonderful 
stuff then!

On the road
Nimble, frisky and if I am being hon-
est, a little minx – and that’s just to 
get you started. Take the nimble BRZ 
out on the road and you will feel how 
well it grips as I said earlier on in this 
review. Again, all thanks to the BRZ 
being fitted with a Torsen limited-slip 
rear differential for improved trac-
tion, allowing the more enthusiastic 
driver to make the most of the car’s 
rear-wheel-drive layout.

Also, using a rear-wheel-drive sports 

car drivetrain allows the engine to sit 
further back in the BRZ chassis, which 
helps provide a perfect balance for pre-
cise control and grip during high-speed 
cornering. The BRZ is also fitted with 
a quick-ratio steering system — tuned 
to react instantly to every input, which 
makes it feel like a proper racer.

Of course, to get the best out of a 
sports car you need to have a front-
engined, rear-wheel-drive layout – and 
the BRZ has this by the bucket load.

For 2020, there have been some 
changes, and although very small – they 

all make a big difference. Sometimes 
when you have the perfect balance 
between man and machine, it’s not 
worth trying to perfect it more – espe-
cially when you got it right the first 
time around.

Interior and technology
First off - I’m so glad to see that the 
designers at Subaru have paid a lot of 
attention to the detail inside the cabin 
of the BRZ - thankfully it’s refreshing 
and modern. Also, the seats are comfy 
once you get the correct adjustment. 
When it comes to the boot – the space 
is OK for a large suitcase or your golf 
clubs.  If I’m being honest, you will 
be very surprised just how much you 
can fit in.

On the inside
Some of the additional standard equip-
ment on the BRZ includes; Subaru 
Boxer engine (2.0-litre petrol), Rear-
Wheel Drive, Track Mode function, 
Torsen® Limited Slip Differential, 
LED headlights, Keyless Entry & Push 
Button Start System, 7” multi-function 
colour touchscreen with Apple Car-
Play™ and Android Auto™ and Satellite 
navigation.

To sum up
What can I say – the BRZ is a great 
drive and perfect for someone who 
wants a nimble little sports car.

Price: From £31,995

Subaru BRZ 2.0i SE Lux 6-speed manual
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MOTORS

By Tony Yates

THE might of the Type R GT is pow-
ered by a 320PS turbocharged 2.0 
VTEC petrol engine that has blister-
ing performance and can sprint from 
0 to 62 mph in just 5.8 seconds – mak-
ing it what can only be described as 
a fast accelerating front-wheel drive 
hatchback.

Also, let’s not forget that it has a 
top speed of 169 mph which will blow 
your mind for all sorts of reasons. To 
be honest, I have never seen anything 
move so quickly on the road. Well, not 
with number plates anyway!

Thinking back, it’s been a while now 
since I have driven a car where both 
parts of the engine and chassis felt so 
moulded together - and if the pairing 
of those two is just not good enough for 
you – then Honda have done one more 
thing that will excite your senses that 
little bit more – the +R mode button.

By sliding that +R mode button you 
will unleash yet another storm that will 
intensify the whole driving experience 
so much more that you will be giddy 
with excitement and you will immedi-
ately need to be locked in a very small 
room to have a lie-down.

On the road
The Type R GT delivers exceptional 
road holding on any road surface, even 
when I was really trying to get the 
Type R GT out of shape into the cor-

ners under normal road conditions it 
was just so planted - all I can remem-
ber thinking is ‘dam this thing is really 
good’ then there are the brakes that 
are just as staggering. Again – slide the 
+R button and the whole car changes. 

I’m not talking about a bit more torque 
here and there – I am talking about 
the whole car morphing into some-
thing else.

Slide the button if you dare – and the 
response of the various chassis and 

drivetrain are activated, where the 
engine responsiveness is heightened, 
the torque map is changed, the steer-
ing becomes more responsive and the 
whole car becomes something else. I 
have never in all my time as a motoring 

writer felt anything like it.

Design & technology
When you look at the Type R GT – it 
looks very aggressive and if I’m being 
honest, it looks like a bit of a ‘yobbo’. 
The aerodynamic styling for one 
almost makes you stop in your tracks 
and take in the depth of what’s in front 
of you. I’m not kidding – it’s been a 
strange week. But to be fair – it does 
look like it’s straight from the race 
track with its big rear spoiler and wide 
arches. Most people just stood there 
and looked - but others just wanted 
to drive it.

Standard equipment on the Type R 
GT includes; Adaptive Damper System, 
Limited Slip Differential, Multi-link 
Rear Suspension, Capless Refuel-
ling, LED Headlights, Smart Entry 
& Start, Sports Seats, Triple Exhaust, 
Dual Zone Climate Control, Blind Spot 
Information, Wireless Charging and 
a lot more.

To sum up
What more can I possibly say – the 
Type R GT is an epic machine that I 
cannot possibly fault. If we are talking 
about pure power, speed and driveabil-
ity – then the Type R GT wins it for me 
as it’s a very full-on ‘catch me if you 
can’ sort of racer. There is no doubt 
in my mind the new Type R GT will 
go down as my favourite car of 2020.

Price: from £34,820 OTR (GT Spec).

Honda Civic Type R GT 2.0 VTEC Turbo MT
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ObserverMotorServices

JC Auto Repairs is an
independant workshop
open on the Portway
Industrial Estate in
Andover.

Although we specialise in Peugeot 
cars, we are able to undertake repairs
on all makes and models.

Portway Industrial Estate, Andover, Hampshire, SP10

servicing, repairs and diagnostics

01264 332 126

JC Auto Repairs is an
independant workshop
open on the Portway
Industrial Estate in
Andover.

Although we specialise in Peugeot 
cars, we are able to undertake repairs
on all makes and models.

Portway Industrial Estate, Andover, Hampshire, SP10

servicing, repairs and diagnostics

01264 332 126

SERVICING, REPAIRS
AND DIAGNOSTICS

01264 332 126
Portway Industrial Estate,

Andover, Hampshire, SP10

LOCAL PEUGEOT SPECIALIST

JC Auto Repairs is an 
independant workshop open 
on the Portway Industrial 
Estate in Andover.

Although we specialise in Peugeot cars, 
we are able to undertake repairs on all 
makes and models. 

Concept House, 
Bell Road,
Basingstoke RG24 8FB

Tel: 01256 321680
Email: info@landmautocare.co.uk

Class 4, 5 &7 MOTS, Taxi 
Compliance Tests, MOT repairs,

Maintenance, Servicing & 
Recovery, Self Drive Van Rental

A p p ro v e d  G a r a g e

- Servicing of all 
makes of vehicle

- Toyota and
Japanese make
specialist

- MOTs arranged

- FREE Local
Collection and
Delivery

“We are one of the largest independent family owned 
and run garages in Basingstoke”

 
● Servicing of all makes of vehicle   
● MOT’s Cars & Light Commercials
● MOT’s Transit Size Vehicles/Motor Homes (Class 7)
● All MOT repairs carried out including welding
● Clutches   ● Exhausts    ● Tyres

 
 

 

BLUE PETER GARAGE

www.bluepetergarage.com
  

Unit 6 Moniton Trading Estate, West Ham Lane, Basingstoke RG22 6NQ
01256 810707

service@bluepetergarage.com

Home 

of Quality

and 

Service 

Want to become a qualified 
MOT Tester?

Get hands on Knowledge
 from the experts.

email info@motlearningservices.co.uk
www.motlearningservices.co.uk

01256 321680

LEARNING SERVICES

We provide training, 
consultancy and refresher 
courses for MOT testers 
and Workshop Managers.
MOT Learning Services can 
be trusted as the true 
experts within the field to 
train future MOT 
technicians to the very 
highest of standards, at our 
state-of-the-art MOT 
Training Centre in 
Basingstoke, Hampshire.

The MOT Tester Training is 
delivered by our highly 
qualified and professional 
staff including a former 
DVSA officer with over ten 
years experience and an 
in-depth knowledge of the 
MOT scheme.
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ObserverServices To advertise please 
call 01264 883100

l Free Estimates  
l Reasonable Prices
l Interior and exterior
l Apprenticeship served
   20 years experience

10% Discount OAP’s

A Lady 
Painter/Decorator       

01256 819785    07970 454226

Boiler Installation/Repair
Central Heating Engineer
General Plumbing
Solar Heating

Under Floor Heating
Bathroom Refurbishment
Power Flushing

Tel: 0800 4488515
Mob: 07772919035
www.iplumb.net

andoverturf.co.uk
For quality lawn turf, top soil and solid fuels.

SP11 8SG

01264 889769

Andover Turf
Company

APOLLO

Call: 0118 9810002
Or: 01256 811 288

●TV & Radio Aerials
● TV Wall Mounting, Installation & Cabling

● Satellite Installation & Repair
● CCTV  ● Audio Systems

● Networking & Wi-Fi

Satellite
and Aerial
Services

D Ray
ALL SEASONS 

L A N D S C A P I N G
OLD DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS

PRESSURE CLEANED
AND REGROUTED

● NEW DRIVEWAYS
● BRICKWORK
● DRIVEWAY EXTENDED
● NATURAL STONE PATIOS
● PINEWOOD FENCING 

& GATES
● TREES / HEDGES 

REMOVED
● ALL GROUNDWORK 

& DRAINAGE

TEL: 

07857 61 61 52

0118 9888 250

Email: danraylandscaping@gmail.com

Local, Professional Tree Services
No Job too Big or too Small

Monster Tree Services
ross.stickland@monstertreeservices.co.uk

07872 567381
www.monstertreeservices.co.uk

● Hedge Cutting  

● Tree Pruning, Thinning and Maintenance

● Stump and Root Removal  

●  Tree felling and Limb Removal

● Domestic and Commercial Tree Work  

●  Site Clearance

● Logs and Firewood delivery

 

Services

To advertise your 
business services 
here, please call

01264 883100.



  @loveandover     @loveandover Thursday, December 3, 2020  | 39

Always a voice – never a voicemail: 
let us answer your phone so you can get on 
with the business of running your business.

Easy, straightforward telephone answering 
service to help small businesses across the 

UK manage their incoming calls. 

01264 568430

By outsourcing 
to us you will 
always be 
available to 
your customers

www.angelcallhandling.co.uk

OBSERVERSPORT

HAMPSHIRE Cricket have 
announced that James Fuller has 
signed a new contract extension.

The all-rounder has put pen-to-
paper on a new deal, committing 
his future to the Club until at least 
the end of 2021.

Fuller, who first arrived at Hamp-
shire from Middlesex in 2018, has 
featured prominently with both bat 
and ball throughout his first two 
seasons at the Ageas Bowl.

The right-hander made contribu-
tions in all three formats his debut 
campaign, totalling close to 400 runs 
and claiming 16 wickets, whilst help-
ing Hampshire reach a second suc-
cessive List A final in 2019, including 
striking his first Hampshire half-
century in the competition’s Lord’s 
finale.

Fuller also enjoyed success in a 
truncated 2020 season as he topped 
the list of Hampshire run-getters 
in this summer’s Vitality Blast. 
That followed hot-on-the-heels of a 
Bob Willis Trophy campaign which 
saw him become the 15th player to 
record a hat-trick for the club with 
an incredible spell against Surrey 
in August.

Giles White, Hampshire Director 
of Cricket, said: “James is a versatile 

cricketer who is a game changer with 
both bat and ball and we’re pleased 
he’s signed an extension with us. 
He contributes in all areas and has 
been great around the Club and in 
the dressing room since joining us 
in 2018, giving his all off the field as 
well as on it.”

James Fuller said: “I’m really 
pleased and grateful to be signing 
on for another year at Hampshire. 
Particularly given the events of this 
year, I feel very privileged, as do my 
teammates, to continue to live our 
dreams as professional cricketers.

The group of players we have here 
right now are really exciting and 
I feel we are coming to that great 
period in a club where there is a 
real blend of high-quality players. 
We’ve got talented youths coming 
through who can play without fear, 
a good core group of guys who have 
played half a dozen years together 
and then the more experienced play-
ers with a decade or more to their 
names. It’s a great platform, but if 
we want to capitalise on this make 
up and win trophies we will need to 
work as hard as we have ever worked 
in this off season and I’m excited 
because I know this group of players 
will do that.”

ATFC PLAYER PROFILE ATFC PLAYER PROFILE

Name: Joshua Bertie
Age: 24yrs
Height: 180cm
Appearances: 76
Goals: 36
Preferred Foot: Left
Preferred Position(s): 
Striker
Previous Teams: British 
Virgin Islands (Int. Foot-
ball), AFC Bournemouth, 
Portsmouth FC, Cowley 

College FC, Lander Uni-
versity FC
Favourite Football Team: 
Tottenham Hotspurs
Favourite Footballer: 
Ronaldo Nazário (R9)
Favourite Meal: Jerk 
Chicken
Favourite Pass-Time: Gym 
& Video Games
Favourite Film/TV Pro-
gramme: Power Book 2: 
Ghost

Name: Josh Hewson
Age: 30yrs
Height: 185cm
Appearances: 11
Goals: 3
Preferred Foot: Right
Preferred Position(s): 
Right/Left Midfield
Previous Teams: Goole 
Town FC
Favourite Football Team: 
Hull City

Favourite Footballer: 
Thierry Henry
Favourite Meal: Steak, 
Lemon Broccoli and Peas
Favourite Pass-Time: 
Spending Time with Family
Favourite Film/TV 
Programme: Inglorious 
Bastards

CONTINUING our regular profiling of Andover Town Football Players, this week we meet our third 
duo who take to the pitch every week to represent our town: Josh Hewson and Joshua Bertie.

In our next edition, we will meet some more ATFC players.

Getting to know: Andover 
Town’s Football Players

Fuller signs contract extension
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AmAndA
07824662145

Tuesday AM & PM
Andover
Thursday AM & PM
Andover

Bex
07827919749

Wednesday PM
Durrington

CAroline
07930258098

Tuesday PM & 
Saturday AM
Tidworth

Julie
07758955897

Wednesday PM
Marlborough
Thursday PM
Andover

KAte
07568622189

Tuesday PM
Andover

PAulA
07828033551

Wednesday PM 
Andover

ShAron
07969699340

Monday PM &  
Tuesday AM - Ludgershall
Wednesday AM - Tidworth

Shelley
07887545757

Monday PM
Pewsey

ZArA
07519722385

Monday PM - Andover
Tuesday AM & PM - 
Stockbridge
Thursday PM - Andover

Consultant opportunities are now available, call Bex Rossall 07827919749 for more information.

Contact your friendly local 
Consultant to book your place 
in a real-life group today…

LOCAL sporting teams across the 
region are looking forward to return-
ing to the games they love this week-
end.

Whilst major sporting fixtures have 
continued to play behind closed doors, 
the smaller local teams have all been 
on hold during this second lockdown, 
but not anymore.

Several local football teams are all 
ready and raring to go to the delight 
of supporters and players alike.

Andover Town FC’s first match is a 
friendly on Saturday 5th December at 
13:00 when they play away to Sparsholt 
V Hungerford Swifts. This is before 
their first home match on Tuesday 
8th December at 19:45 when they 
take on United Services Portsmouth 
in a Cup Match.

They will then play at home again 
on Saturday 12th December 15:00 
against Newport before taking on 
Bemerton Heath Harlequins, again 
at home on Tuesday 15th December 
at 19:45.

Youth teams are also back in action 
and CK Andover’s Melissa James 
shared: “CK Andover Football Club 
are excited to get back to some foot-
ball action this Saturday with all five 
youth teams playing in matches at 
home and away. Our new U8-10s are 
looking forward to getting back to 
training and both adult teams will 
be getting back together for a fitness 

session after four weeks off, in prepa-
ration for cup games next Saturday 
12th. Good luck to all teams and enjoy 
being back!”

Gemma Dunn from Andover New 
Street Girls commented: “We have a 
cup game on Saturday away against 
Pace Lynx. After playing them twice 
already and coming from behind for 

a 3-3 draw and narrowly losing 4-3 
I’m confident the girls will be full of 
energy and optimism and ready to 
get a well deserved win to take us 
through to the next round! It’s not 
ideal playing a cup game with only 
one training session after a month off 
but I know the girls will do their best 
and we’re all just happy to be back 

playing the sport we love!”
Andover New Street Football Club 

has posted some amusing football 
anecdotes on their website to brighten 
their supporters’ days ahead of their 
return to the pitch on Tuesday 8th 
December against top of the table 
leaders Laverstock & Ford.

We thought they may bring a smile 

to our readers’ faces before the much 
awaited kick offs on pitches around 
the town and surrounding villages 
commence once again. They certainly 
made us laugh.

“Football is a game of skill, we 
kicked them a bit and they kicked 
us a bit.” Graham Roberts.

“I am a firm believer that if you 
score one goal the other team has to 
score two to win.” Howard Wilkinson.

“Well Kerry, you’re 19 and you’re a 
lot older than a lot of people younger 
than yourself.” Mike Gray.

“Whoever wins today will win the 
championship no matter who wins.” 
Denis Law.

“The margin is very marginal.” Sir 
Bobby Robson.

“There were two second division 
matches last night, both in the second 
division.” Dominic Allen.

“Oh, he had an eternity to play 
that ball, but he took too long over 
it.” Martin Tyler.

“To play Holland, you have to play 
the Dutch.” Ruud Gullit.

“We lost because we didn’t win.” 
Ronaldo.

“We didn’t underestimate them. 
They were a lot better than we 
thought.” Sir Bobby Robson.

“We must have had 99% of the 
game. It was the other 3% that cost 
us the match.” Ruud Gullit.

Good luck to all our local teams!

Inside: Fuller signs contract extension  |  Getting to know: Andover Town’s Football Players
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Football ready to resume

Andover New Street U13 Girls

ObserverSport


